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Editorial Note

The Prame Unversity Jovmal (PTT) is 2 biannnal Intemational Journal. This
15 a scholarky p::r seviewed jopmal aimed to promote inguiry on education,
research and development. PUJ encenrages emeroing scholars and academi-

cians globally to dissermnate their professional knowledoe. mnovative ideas
and research in the fields of Life. litersture, culture. basiness, arfs, social
science. law, technolggy, science and eagineering related disciplines. The
gbjective of the PUT is to bridge the research community in homanities,
social science and technglogy developers from acadenma and mdustry
throngh sebmvittine/puhlishing their research-based papers. articles, case
stpdies, reviews on varions topics of coment concern in different discaplines,
and book review in 2 single platform. The PUT has an international editorial
hoard consisting of scholars of different cisciplines of the sastern anid west-

Eight research papers are selected in the current volume of PUT on different
disciplines with the inclusion of 2 book review.

The first paper is on women emipowerment, As half the population of Bang-
ladesh 15 women sg women empowerment 15 3 critical factor for the socio-
economic development of Bangladesh Dissemnnation of education among
women is the most important instrument for achieving power and position of
them in the seciety. The present study analvzes the role of edacation in
women empowerment and the present state of women's egocation critically
i Bangladesh The serond paper is 2 survey-based study an the writing
hehizvier of ESL (English as Second Lanspage) Leamers in the Tertiary
level study in 3 private university in Dhaka city where mediom of instroction
is Engiish This research depicts the current state of the TESL leamers writ-
ing capahility is undouhtedly needs to be under intensive care of the teachers
to achirve success in future academic grounds. The rhird paper is an the rale
of remittance to the Economic Development of Bangladesh. The stadv sees
that the enduse (nucroeconomic) of remittance by the recipient households
is focused in the literature. Titdde has been oghserved on the macroeconomic
aspects by the remittance. In paper four, the anthor attempts to analyze the
postmodern pat-excellence soch o self-reflexivity, post-impressionism,
post-structeralism. viability of the system of representation, narrative medi-
ate and constrect history of the Benzali poet. Khondakar Ashraf Hossain's
selected poems. Hossain ranks himself with the Bangzh postmodern poets
throngh hiark humor and macabre irony. The [ifth paper is on the preventive
detention and violation of human rights in the perspective of Banpladesh.
The researcher defines preventive detention as detention of 3 person without
trial and withoust conviction by a counrt, bat miersly on suspicion in the minds
of the executive aothority. The author s=vs thatl our constituticnal safegnards
and some recommendations reiterate to protect human rights violaticn
throngh preventive deteation. He urges to stop the missses of preventive
detention 1 order to protect personal liberty from invasson, which is the
basic human right of citizens. The sixth paper is on the role of the legislature
in upholding the rmie of law in Bangiadesh.




In the contemporary glohal politics the mle of law 5 considersd 25 the
pre-requisite for belter democracy, socig-econonic developmen! and good
governance. The foremost rale of the legislature as second branch of sovem-
ment to recesnizz the rights of citizens and to assure the rule of law prevails.
He orges to stop the misuses of preventive defention in order to protect
personal hiberty from invasion. which s the basic huoman right of citizens.
The sixrii paper is an the role of the lesislsture in upholding the rule of lawin
Bangladesh In the ::nnttmpmar}’ global politics the rple of law is considered
as the pre-requisite for hetter democracy, socio-econammc develgpment and
spod sgvernance. The foremost rale of the lesislsture a8 second branch of
sgvernment {o recosnize the rights of citizens and to assure the mls of law
prevails. The paper raises the guestion 2= to what extent the parliament plavs
araie in upholding the rele of law in Bangladesh. The sevenra paperis on the
environmiental crime &= 3 transnational threat to Asia The transnationality
manifests w fevos of organized illegal wafficking, money laundenng and
comuption especizlly in Asian countries. The combination of administrative,
constitptional and legal framework in conjonction with effective implemen-
tation of national and intermnational ireaties as well 2s public conscinusness i
requiredfor combating the transnational threat to Asian countries. The sighnth
paperis on the concern of sorial awareness on the adoption of energy drnks.
Top three factors are extracted throesh factor analysis of the principal com-
ponents that which shows that almost 40% of the variance cotrespands to the
proposed model. Varimas ratation of the factors emploved to yvield the factor
structore. One factor is identified as the promotional factor explaming
19 DO% variance. another one the distribution accounts for 12.30% variance
andthe third one the hezlth factor represens £61 T variance.

The hook r=view section 15 2 wonderful contribution of the reviswer to this
jougsnal The review is on the hook, “Histary of Bangladesh’ in 3 volames by
Sirgjul Elam (Editor), publshed by the Asiatic Society of Bangiadesh,
Dhzka The edited volumies contain in a1, 63 articles: 22 on political histery,
another 21 on economic history, and the rest 20 onsocial andeoulmeal history
of Bangladesh from 1704-1971. A perspective discussion at the start of each
volume 15 ziven by the editor which gives the rezaders perspective of all the
articles to set their mindset to extract maximum beaefits from it The 2%
volome starts with 2 series of articles on seneral economic conditions of
Benzal in different periods. The 3 (and last) valume contains 20 articles on
diverse 1ssues of social and calingal arena All the discussiaons in the hook
lead to a gloomy picture of Bangiadesh dusing pre-liberation period of
Bangladssh. Ultimately, the Bengalis fought the war of liberation in 1971
andwaon the war and made Bansladesh a free and sgvereien state.

AL Abdus Sebhan
Editor
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Education: A Read towards Wemen Empowerment

Jannatul Fertluusl

Absirace: Women empoveomeat 15 the buming izsoe all over the wordd
and it touwhes Bangladesh also. Por sftanine appopnaste social and
SCONDMIC PIOTIESS WoMen empoverment 15 actually sr=sily Gested,
Dissermnation of sducatinn withm women i the mostinfluential trstrg-
ment of achevine powar and posibon in the soosty, It supports n
decreasing discnminatinns and arfs as a w=apon for enhcheains then
pronun=nes within the housshald and commupitn: Women =acompass
Fimost half of the totsl populatnn in Banciad=sh Thor withont a
sigmficant znd In=ly contnbution of woneen in eovlar scononye =wE=aty,
zvibrant and sostsinabi sronamy = difficnlt. & vibrant ond sustarmabls
economy i 2 prereguitite fur national pro zyess and devslopment In the
current dev=lopment discoirss women's edueghon has aknowlage=d
exendive responsivensss B this time it has bean shown in fie varions
educational palicies and prozfams mlated 1 the development of women
Some impmsements heve been made thewe in the women’s educating
over the vears. Thonsh, the results are still dimappointing. Doz o the
anrisnt and traditional mentality, somen He-less 2dunated than theic
comnfErpastsevan aovw The presenat sinds analy==s th= ‘'mi= of educatinn
it women ampowerment and the-present state of wonians educating
critically in Banoladesh. Frnally: this gaper gnv=s soms meommendaton
of incrasing women smpoewmmant throngh education,

Kepwords: Empovsmmeat. women_2gdocstion. tessey.
Introduction

One:of the foremest aims of the Millennium Developrment Goaks (MDGs)
15 sething women mto the mmddie-of-the-road of economic activities and
confiroung the equal opportonity as tracked by the government of Banela-
desh. Yei, women are subjugated by a patrilineal and patriarchal Kinship
svstem, which imposes the social and econamic dependency of females
on males and prescribes cemparatively lower grade of women in Bangla-
desh (Ferdaush & Rahman, 2011), '

A laree share of women in this country has se far to be emposwered to take
part enthopsiastically in the economic, social. colioral and political
segments The official staristics an health. nominon, edecanon. emplovment.

1 Lectuser, Depanment of Petlic Adminetreton, Comills Univeraty, Commlia. Bangladesh
E-mail jahnat istsEvahoo som




and political participation reveals that thers sull exists gender discomina-
tion. Women m Bangladesh are plagiaristic of their family position by
tradition. A woman's role in the mamtenance of the family as 2 sectal
mstitetion has an sconomic entity (Rahman, 2013), Like many developing
countries, the social. coltural and relicious constitition of the wvariogs
products and services impede their access to, 3 number of restrictions on
women imposes. Lhe ability of a zirl to progress eventoally and their
capability to lead their life with dignity are seniopsly inhibited by gender
discrimmnation, Women constitole almiost half of tiie population, who are
neglected and deprived of therr rights m every field of society (Bezam.
2007). This siuanon can be changed, and women can rase their voice
thropgh proper access to ecducation. Promoting gender equality m the
edocation of women 15 likelv to play an impertant role. Education wall
merease the ability of waomen (o secure emplovment The purpose of this
paper ‘was to present the potentials and prospects for women’'s empoewes-
ment throuzh education in Bangladesh

Conceptual Framework

Education is fhe vanable that intends to promote values and improve the
capacity of people that sustain the environment and development 1ssues of
amy country. It contributes to create awareness, welfars aftitudes, skills
and behaviors as well a5 indicing asense of ethical responsihilitiss among
the peeple. Educanon 15 a fundamental rizht of £very citizen ef acouniry.
There 1s no altematihve to edocation for development of human resources
and for women i 5 3 vatal tool of empowerment. Before getung on a
discyssion, 1t i5 essential to define the conespls, zender, women, e0uCa-
tion, participation, empowerment and WHNEn cHIPOWEIMENT.

Gender

On one hand, the differences between male and female are determined
hiolozically, on the other hand by society. There are differences between
sex and gender. Sex is the biological differences between male and
femiale. Gender describes the personal and pssvtholozgical individoalities
aCCOmpanying With being man and women called masculinifty and fermi-
nmiry. Women's margmal statos has been seen as natoral and a fact of
their biology (Kabir, 201 3) Gender differences in each societv have been
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foimed and repeated fhroush relisious, secio-cuitural, polibcal and
economic issges (HDC. 2000). It 15 verv much prevalent that, Gender
mequality 1< the oulcome of sorial processes than biological issues. A
sorial and relisious consenvative keeps women backward in the develop-
ment activiiies.

Women

Wonien represent nearhyv half of the entice population and half of its poten-
tial of the country, Consequently. socieecononuc progress canaat be
nightly attamed without the Invely participation of women in the decision
making arena in society (Jahan, 2007). Women are never treated &
seneral representateves of humanity or general people: They are specifi-
cally feminine gender and nomaally sexuval catesories. In family life,
wuomen are recognized as nurturers. Women are presented as someone’s
mother, danghter, sister or wife at the comomniry level They are seen as
dependent and subordinate to her male counterpart (Mahtab, 2012). 1t is
necessary to shase equal rishts and oppoartunities for the development of
the country. Because, when half of the population do unproductive works,
then countries’ development mmst be impossihie.

Participation

Participation 15 the nvolvement of people in decision making procedure.
Arcording io Mishra (1984), “Participation means collective and conting-
pus efforts by people themseives m sefiing goals. pooling resoprces
together and taking actions which aim at imprioving their living cendi-
tions", According to Human Development Report, participation means
*neople are closelv involved in the economuc, social, cultural and political
process that affects their lives™ (UNDP, 1993), So, participation involves
the decision-making process which keeps touching 3 persen’s economuc,
political, social and cultural Hfe and 1t is a colleconve procedore also.

Empowerment
The term empowerment denotes as a process and the oucome of this
process is calied empowermient. To be more specific, the visible result of

smpowerment is rearrangement of power wathin indpiduoals, nations,
classes. groups, races. castes and ethnic groups. Empowerment is the
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change in the structure of subordination throueh a faster change in law
patiem. properiy righis issues, control of women's manual laboar and
bodies, and the trachtions which suppert male dominatien continuonsiyv
(Khan & Ara. 2006). World Bank defines empowerment m & hroader
sense as, “expansion of freedom of cheoice: and action™ (Narayvan,
2002) Thus if can make out that empowerment means a method of =stab-
lishine contral over resources, also means of acguiring the opporiunity 1o
participate in the decision-makmeg process actively and its implementation
also,

Women Empowerment

Womien Empowerment requires sysiematic alferation of institotions
which support the patriarchal soocial structures (Mathotra & Schuoler.
2003) Women Empowsrment can be sxpressed as control over inteliec-
tnal and material resources that ensures liberation from any kind of subar-
dinate positions.
For women empowerment five leveks of equality are essential
Like-
sFulfilling the basic needs of women.
=Eguality of a—cess (o resourcss like land, oredit and  opportonities of
edication
sJdentifyine that their difficulnes cortail from essential snoctoral and
institutional discrimination
«Working together collectively and taking decisions along with man. It
will increase the representation and empowermsnt alse.
Women are able to control over their lives, thewr famulv members’
Irves alsp. There should be a balance of power between men and
women (Mahtah, 2007)

Indicators of Education that Measure Women Empowerment

Indicators of sdocation are surrounded by the most vital actions of
women's position and sender parity. Fducation provides women with
facts to make informed decisions about ther evervday Ives and o
increase the bareaming power (Kantachote et al, 2013)Wiih the
advanced levels of education. women have a tendency to have lower
fernlity rates, improved status of nutntien, and mnproved use of health
services for thenselves and their children also. In addition, cducation aids
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as a forecaster of better employment prospects becanse edpcated women
contmbute mare in the work foree and earn greater meome level

Objectives of the Study

1) To present the statns of women in edocation sector of Bangladesh.

2) To find out the major stumbline blocks in the weay of women's
participation in the edocanoen sector in Bangiadesh.

3) To suzeest some measures to redoce the stumblines bBlocks towards
the way of women's participation in Banzladesh.

Methodology

This paper basically depends on both primany and secondary sources. In
grder to conceptualize the woman empowerment through sdocation i
Bangladesh, 30 women respondents of the study area were intenviewesd 1o
illustrate the real simation. The data of the present study collected by the
researcher herself duonng the moaths ef October and November, 2014
from the Comulla Disttict of Bangladesh Secondary sources like
puohlished books, research works, reports, journals and newspapers and
throggh the review of information from this. the paper prepared skillfuliv.
Some information is coliected through intemet browsing also.

Importance of Women’s Education

In *The Millennivim Develapment Goals (MDGs)," gaal number two tells
abgut “Achieve Unnversal Pomary Education” and goal nember three tells
about the “Promote Gender Eguality and Empower Women™ (GoB. 2014).

Edunoatien i1s-the fact that aims to stimuiate standards and expand the capa-
bility of people that develop thenselves and contribute in all development
concems of any couniry. It donates (o generatt consTiousness, approaches
of well-being, assistances and actions in addition te indecing a sense:of
maral duties within the people. Education i1s a2 major right of each and




every ciizem of anv country'. For the development of 2 country's human
resources; the andysveapon s education. Besides, it 1s acrocial mmstrument
for attamninsempowennsnt. secial statns, equal opportenity, harmeny and
comnlete erowii. Both men and women benefit from non-discriminatary
education and, ultimatelv, the relationship between them are equal. With
the purpase of participating in positive changse in each case, the woman
nmst have equal access to educational opportonitizs. Educated women ars
able to understand the aids af the develppment. Thevwould likz o have a
smalier number of children, try to have themseives and their offspning
better and healthier life. refer their children to zood schools along wath
coemplete thetr schooling as well Thev are able to find emplovment and
independent more easily, are more creative, can eam or can pay. This is
for the reason that females are more responsible than males in the matter
of child rearing and spendine their remmnerations for the benefit of the
education or health of the offspring. Educated women are more active
citizens. Pessibly most sizgnificantiy, an educated woman can more defi-
nitely gvercomie the vicious ovele of poverty. In i place, she can be
measured as a centnbutor ef educanon that confirms the welfare of her
offsprinz and her country as weil Throush this way, 3 woman can
contribute to the development of her family and the whole nations.

The Constitutional Guarantee of Education and Equal Opportunity

Bangladesh Constitution declares effective measures of getting education
for its entire-peopie. According to the Constitution of Bangladesh Article
-17, about the equal job oppertunities are:

“The State shall adopt effective measures for the purpose of -

(a) establishine a pniform., mass-oriented and parversal svstem of educa-
tion and extending free and compulsory education to all children to such
staze as may be deternunad by law ;

(b) relating ‘sducation to the needs of secietv and producing properly
tramned and motvated citizens to serve those needs: removine illiteracy
within such time as may be deterniined iy 1aw.”

Aegain, the Bangladesh Constitution declares equal opporfenity in svery
phase of life. According to the Constitution of Bangladesh Artic]-28,
about the discrimination on eround of religion, eic. are ©

“(1) The State shall not discriminate agamsi any citizen on grounds enly
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of relision, race caste, sex or place of birth

(2) Women shall have equal nghts with men m all spheres of the State and
of public life.

(3) Np citizen shall, on grounds onky of relizion, race, caste, sex or place
of birth be suhected to anv disability, liability, restriction or condition
with régard to access (o any place of public enterfasnmient or fEsort, of
admission to any' educatonal mstitution.

(4) Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making special
provisien in favour of women or children or for the advancement of any
backward sectien of citizens ™

State of Women Education in Bangladesh

Banzladesh m various national and imternational figures that reflect the
sducatien of women has achieved gver the vears. Women are still ress-
lated within their famaly from the barth with the view that they will move
away' to anather place after their wedding in Bangladesh Theretare, they
do not nezd education. By tradition, woman education has been siven a
little prominence in Bangladesh because of poverly. superstitions, soral
directions for female 1solation and the little importance of girls. However,
the situation is changing in recent vears. Progress, however, is less fhan
the desired 1evel As 3 result of various initiatives and affirmative actions
adopted by the government and non-goveimment oreanizanons along with
the speed up rate of women literacy, female kids are most prospecine (o
enroll them in the school.

Table-1: Literacy Rate and Primary Level Education

; 2005 2010
Status of Education Yak |[Yemle [ Mok |E T
Literacy Rate of Population . B -
(7 vears and ahove) 354 488 38E 330
Aduolt literacy rate of
population (15 years and 583 i85 629 | 354
above)
Netenrollment rate at
Dyopgut rate at primary
1evel 28 244 144 122

Source: Islam; 2013
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The above table depicts that, Bangladesh has exposed certain optimistic
svmbaols mn the extent of literacy rate over the previews few years, espe-
cially for females. The rate of female literagy was improved with a faster
speed than that of the male Liferacy rafe for adopting cerfam gvnamic
mitainves and consciousness. Female literacy was 48.8 percent in 2005,
andthen itwas increased (o 33.9 percent in 2010, In the casefar male, the
rate of increase was 33 4an 2005, and then 1t was increased t0 32,8 percent
per vear doring the same pariod.

The adult literacy rate of females has been improved with the faster speed
than that of males. In decreasing the sender inequality and ergwing the
gender equivalence has resulted from this advanced rate of intensification
i women adult literacv rate over males. The rate of 2rowih in adult
literacy for womien was 48.6.in 2005 and in 2010 it becomes 353 4, In the
case for male, the rate of mcrease was 38.3 in 2005, and then 1t was
mereased to 62 9 percent per vear during the same period

At primary level over the last few years. Bangladesh has attained a nate
waorthy Ievel of advancement in enrellment Female enrollment at the
primary level has ainplified from: 83.6 percent in 2005 o 87 .8 percent in
2010, Male enrollment at the primary Ievel has amphified from 844
percent in 2005 to 85.6 percent in 2010

Though the enrollment increased in the primary 1evel of edocanions over
the last few vears, the dropout rate of sindents is siill continuing, The
dropout rate for females has been lessened from 24 4 percent in 2005 to
12 2 percent m 2010 The Maie dropount rate has been lessensed from 28
percent in 2005 10 14.4 percent in 2010, Several favarable programmes
for female education have caused in some progresses in female enrollment
at the primary lesvel of education.

Table-2: Secondary Education. Higher Secondary School
Ceriificate (HSC)

Status of A5 20 113
Education Male | Female| Male | Femalel Male |Female
Eesult of 221325 173468 | 367066 | 346404 |440284 | 445607
Secondary
School
Certificate
(§SC)
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Status of 2005 2010 013
Edncztion Male |Female| Male |Female| Male |Female

Resalt of 143203 102256 | 217190 | 199757 | 290900 | 288367
Higher
Secondary
Schoel
Cerfificate
{HSC)
Saurce: Bangladesh Bureau of Educativnal Information and Stadstics, 2014

The aboeve table depicts that, the performance of fémale goes upward
the result of Secondary Schonl Certificate (SSC). The result of female in
2013 was better than male. The number of males who passed was 440284
and the number of males who passed was 443607, In 2003, the sap was
high. there 221325 males passed and the aumber of passine-female were
173468 In 2010, the passins pumber of femalss increased to
346424 Then. finally in 2013 female zot the best performance.

In the matter of Higher Secondary Schoal Certificate (HSC), there are still
differences between male and female. The number of male and female
passed respectively 143293 and 102256 in 2005 Then, m 2010, 217180
males passad and 199797 passed. In 2013, the number of male 290200
and 288397 female passed. Female were developed. their passing status,
tut there is zap between male and female.

Table-3: University Education

Mazle Female Male Female
Pphiic 120581 40066 270334 | 180213
Private 173414 53372 267084 | 1[H66ED

Source: Bangladesh Bareaw of Educstional Information and Seatistics. 2009 & 2013

The abowve table depicts that, there 1s a large gap between male and female.
Waomen, yet, are far belund n relaton to males. In 2008, the number of males
m pohlic university was 1200381 and female was 4066, Then, in 2015, the
enroliment of women mncreas=d, bot not to a satnsfactory level In the matter
of the private ynsvessity, male enrgllmentwas 173414 andfemale enrollment
was 33372_In. 2013, the nomber of male enrollment was 267984 and female
enraliment was 104669, So, it can be easihyv jdentified that female
enroliment hishly dissatisfactory and shows 2 very frasirating picture.
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Education and Women Empowerment in Bangladesh: Respondent’s
View

The main concem of this section 15 to analyvze the impact of education on
women empowenment m Bangladesh. In order to conceptaalize the impact
of edocation en women empowestment, 30 women respondents of the
stody area were interviewed to show the real simation. Here, all the
respondents are working women and completed the higher education:
Detailed anaivsis of the responses are provided in the following table:

Table-4:Education and Women Empowerment: Respondent's View

Impact of Education Responses Percentage
Increased decsion 15 %
making power - '
Improved nutotion A3 o=
Increaseduse of

health services 40 80%
Better r:rz_lglu}mfm 48 06%
oppormnities

Earn hisher incomes 46 02%

Source: Field Survey

From the above table, it 15 easily depicted the positive impart of education
on women smpowerment. Due {p education, the decision making power
of women ge1s a good response of the respondents is 70%. The notritional
stams of wamen also developed, the responses rezarding notntion 1= 90%.
Within the respendents. It 15 also seen positive responses regarding the
useof health servicss, the 80% response proved that woinen are aware and
ahle o recenve the healih services Rezarding better emplovment opporta-
nities and eam higher incomes, there 2ot respectivelv 96% and 82%. So.
we Tan see that if wwomen 2ot enguch opportonity of education there
smpowerment statas will be increased.

Obstructions to Women Education in Bangladesh
Theugh, there are some steps taken by the zovemment to address the

problems of women edocation, sull the improvement of education status
is not reached to satisfactory level doe to quite a few reasens.
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Poverty

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS) 2010 hovschaold survey expresses
that, 313 percent of the total pepulaten lives under the poverty line, as
well as 17.6 percent are pointed as the cateeory of ‘extremiely poar”. The
World Bank report alleged in 2000 that, 48.2 pereent of the total popula-
tion was living below the poverty ling, with the 34.3 percent represeated
& ‘extremely poor'(Hammachi, 20813). Due to poverty. it becoines very
difficult to fulfill the need of food. cleth, shelter, health needs. Price hike
also leaves detrimental impact on fulfilline the basic needs. The need of
edocation, theyv cannot fulfall dee fo extremie poverty.

Socio-structural Grounds

Discrimination is a part of the social structure. Social and cultural norms.
relimaus affairs, the lack of parental edocation and lower expectations for
girls’ education are responsible to create wmequality. The People who
belong to the lower classes of sorciety in any way be associated with the
upper class are not allowed There has been an absence of strong policy
that will encourage all spheres to be literate and educated enough.

Net Enrollment and Parental Education

Net enrollment and parental education have a positive comrelation. The
percantage of never schooled parents reduced over tme. From 1998 to
20000, It was reduced from 47 7% to 45.4%,and from 2005 to 2008 itwas
reduced from 33.4% to 33.3%. Throughoot, 1998-2005, the net enroll-
ment rate was improved for the children of both not sver and alwasvs
schonled parentages, which became still in 2008 for both of the =roups
(Ferdaosh, 2011). Se, parent's cdocafion 15 necessary 10 mcrease the
efirnllment of the children’s education.

Cultural Barriers

The majority of women's edocation in the roral and the poar in particular,
are neelected in Bangladesh. Investment in womien's edecation 15 consid-
ered a luxury by most parents As per their hushands thev will stav at
home after marriaze; mamiage of their dapshies s given maore prioniy
than edocabon. Therefore, the need o imvest in thewr educanon and if 1s
not like the 1oss of money. Besides, taking care of their pareats, along with
the son seems to be the main mcome provider. As a resell. guls are aot
encourased ta o to school




Geographical Remoteness

Geegraphic remoteness 15 also a resilient obstacle in attaining Women's
education. Rural-urban disciepancies have playved a vabrant part of the
topic of this. Deficiency of educational mstintions along with the remote-
nass between home and edocational msttutes in the rural areas obsiroct
the women enrollment in sducation. Women's education in the hill racts,
hoenbill and char regions are mmpacted by the problems such as lack of
coucational instifutions. Financial deficiency, societal disparities,
geographic remntensss, imbalanced distribution of income, poar Comms-
nication. etc. generate a difficult curomstance for the children, basically
girls to get an education,

Over Population I[ssue

Bangladesh 15 one of the most populous couniries in the world. The bag
mass of its population stresses for a more educational institutes conpared
io its rising resident. Here is, still, a massive deficiency of educational
grgamzations for the intreasme populanon. This reguest of additienal
educational mstitates cannet be recomized drastically associated wath the
popolaton zrowth. Therefore, over population generaies an obstacle m
the development of edocational seement and women's edocation alsg.

Sa[et]r Issues

The safety issue is 2 bie 1ssue for women. Domestic violence was found
307 in the vear of 2010 It could be enunent that the revealed ASK statis-
tics for the six months from Jannary to June, 2012 is alsp accessibie. The
statistics express that becanse of sexeal harassment 10 females commutted
sucide: 31 females come ta bevictms of acid Wielence, 457 fernales were
raped oot of which 39 were Killed after rape in the course of the similar
period (Hossain & Sumon. 2013). In these situations. parents are not
feeline secure to give permission 10 their danshter putside their household
and oven they have become (ensed 1o send their oirls o cducational insii-
wtens. Consequently, the preperton of women's educanion is depressing
down. In recent imes, eve teasing angd sexual harassment in edicational
msttons in terms of the safery of a new concem for pareats has heen
added. An educational institition 5= considered to b= a site:of physical or
sexual violence, then parents may be reluctant to send their girls to schoal,
and the smdents will be reluctant to attend. Consequently. women's
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sdncation has besn mainly affected by the vialent activities asainst
women from the society and particularly from the male-controlled attitmde
of ths secietv.

Recommendations

Equity 15 significant instrument that can lessen the gender gap reasonahly,
though, appropriate signs, includine famess, and strategy essential to be
intended for those children, who are factsal and generally deprived
Equity does not at all times drives to faimess in education as per the idea
of gender have several socieial foroes at work, and there ars several
concems that misht underprvilezed the children of attaining justifiable
putcomes. Equity is considered as part of quality. There are noteworthy
tasks for executing a gender-dispassionate methed in educational
senvices. Eguity' i= an innovative experiment that generates the ultimate
dilemma in feminist theory, in an edocational setiing. To-articulate equity,
therr is a fizht continuing as the portion of guality; the risht to use,
requirements and spacs, and arranzement for the manifold gendess that at
the same amie analyze the ideas of gender and the pars regarding of
sender. Until ngw, the policy and the needs of men and womien for a van-
ety of implications for the desien of educational enviroament has been
articulated, but petsistent dispanities still exist wath the other gender and
power relations (Khaled, 2013) To ensure 2 meaningful and an essential
step to empawer them in the educaiion sector, the followineg policy
prescriptions maay be taken infto consideration:

1 Fimmmate the gender gap and make sore about the women's
ErrmoweErment and proper participanon m' a sensible social devel-
opment
Raise consciousness and confidence level among women that they
tan do something and can go ahead
Inspire women at every stage to ghtain ahilities and skills.
Transformanon women's prevalling subservient positon and
miake themy empower t0 proceeds solid intiatives to make sure
equnvalent rights through acquiring proper education
Girls and bovs 1n basic education, formal and nen-tradinional, or
alternative appraoaches are given the oppormnity o zain admission
to the lawful means.

ot
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6. Raise mwvarensss among the peopls, to increase women's participa-
tion in Grder to provide epportunity’ in higher sdocation / profes-
sipnal gducation.

The cumiculom of the primary lessl will teflect 2 positive and

progressive mmage of women It will include the issue of equal

rights.

8. Ensure the women's participation in socio-economic progress and
poverty alleviation to contribote in Sopig-2cononuc progress by
engaging in various fields of eveals or self-emplovment throush
cdpcating them

0. Generaie strong approach and confidence within the women to get
rid of the problem dowry, vialence against women and confirm
the equal rights and opportanities.

10.. Ensure security, so that they can take education fearlessly.

11. Change the attiinde of those men who have faith in consenving of
men's control and henor and domnating wonen.

12, Influence completely on the lses of women and men in the work-
station. public place and family alse.

13. Garls and boys should acoept imparnal acuon and devetion to have
eguivalent prospects to study.

Conclusion

Geiting wamen interested in the mainstreaming i economic events,
srocational facilities and confirming equal opportonity are the keyv objec-
tives of the Milleaninm Development Geoals (MDGe) as followed by the
government of Bangladesh Bansladeshi women in the level of family,
society and the state have been struggling to establish their rishts, Prac-
tices in the society and in the operation of law. women are still in front of
the problem of discimination, social exclusion and meguality and have
insignificant effect in decision making procedures. Inequifable laws and
policies hamper proper panty and socio-political siteations prevent
voamen from working oot their rizhts and privileses Girls are very ofien
measuzed as a burden, particularly for peor familiss, wherever thev are at
possibiliry of marriace at an early age level and wherever the exercise of
dowries though unlawful carry on and is troublesome. Itis significant to
highlight that developments in the education strocture onlv will be inad-
2gquate to eradicate the series af gender disparities tn an assumed country
Of IMProve WOMEN's eCconoinic participation without complementary
wvariations in the 'empowering-atmosphere’. Organizational reasons of




discrimdnation, a number of them leeally srounded, and approaches
inserted in orzanizations and society mmst in general besides be under-
taken.
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Effectovewntine rermires 3 number of thines a hish d=s=z af aizamzatinn tn
the development of id=as and informstion: & high dagree of accuracy so that
there t5 no armbiznity of meanne the weeof complex erammatica! devioss for
focns and emphasis; and a careful choice of wocsbolary, srammiatics]
patEms, and sontence shoriires 0 create & style which 15 spproprists o the
subgect matier and the sventmal maders:

In case of cesnitive processes Scardamelia and Beretter (1986) find the
Haves model mast inflnennial as it identifies thres hasic coenitive pTOCESSes
in the 12 wriing process, which are planning, translating and reviewing:
Arcording to them a major contrbution of this model was showing that
these three pgrocesses are not stricthy seguential but these apinally mieract
recursiveiv with one another.

Munira, S. (2013) mentioned that, “To explain possible factors affecting
wordchoies errars in languaze learners” Enelish written texts, Hadee (2000,
p. 111) points put the limitation of vocabulary knowledge and lack of usual
attention to vocabulary choice would lead readers to question what writers
wonld like to sav in their work. Jiang (2000, p_ 61) also suggests that 1exical
zrrofs can happen in Enzlish writine when EFL leamers choose and utilize
12 words on the basis of their 11 translation ™ It is fonad that the leamers
need o improve thewr vocabulary and grammar knowledee for overall
improvement of writing skill It is clear that students need to “pnderstand
and contro! the established ways of communicating first, before they go on
to express other different passibilities™ (Matsug and Bevan, 2000). To make
clear commmunication writer or leamnér neesd to ensure the cohssion and
coherence n writing. Lig (2000, p. 33) arcues that “Tontent lexical ties are
an important cohesive devace i writing and that ansufficient use of lexical
cohesive ties by ESL student=s contmbute to the lack of cohesion in their
Writings"™"

Caorrecting students’ writing 1= time-consuomine work therefors, many
teachers dislike correcting stadents’ writine. The =oal of writing classes,
however. is 1o promofe leamers performance in Wriling accuraiely across
different genres. This requires explicit instrection on many 1tems such as
grammar, puncivation, spelling, structure, stvle as well as on gensrating and
expressing ideas. Tennant (2001, p. 27) used two methods for
editmz/correcting students wntng: (1) te write corrections on the paper.,
using 3 red pen to make them clearly visihle: (2) and “more effecdve
method” to write lengthy conunents explaining grammar points, rising




questions concemning meantne and logical development. sugzesting alter-
native worthng, and reorganizing text. But teachers’ responss 1s net satis-
Afactory. However, the results are rewarding becanse students can leam
beter.

Ha=an and Akhand (2010) wrote an article on ‘Approaches to Wnitin e in
ESIL/EFL Context- Balancine Product and Process in Writing Class at
Tertary Level’ which ammed to exammne the effects ef prodoct and
process approach to wnbng on leamers” performance and found the
afvantazes of using 3 product-process approach to gauzne the effects of
writing tasks were appraised. Sumlarly, it 1s found that larege percentage
of teacher transiated difficelt words into mother-fongue, In the same way,
teachers are not comfortable in feaching essavs because of poaer linguistic
backerosnd of the students in the Enghsh lansuage.

The ahility to write academic essayvs 1= widely considered as one of the
common important phases of higher education. It is essential that univer-
sity' simdents be able ta wrte clearly about topies related to their ressarch
fields. (Cohen and Miller, 2003) But it is difficult for the ESL / EFL
students o write academuc es5savs or any kand of academic writing i a
second language. Writing in one's own languase is difficult enpugh and
if 1t 15 second laneuage then if becomes mare defficolt for the studsnts. To
develop academic writing skall, at first students need to have clear
cencept of this kind of fornal whniting. About academmc writing Tribble
(1996, p. 83) belizves that. “leamers who wish 1o write in new acadeniic
setiings have 1o gamn a masiery' of the concepts and content of their subject
area as well as developing an ahility to:-express themselves effectovelv and
appropriately in foreiom lansuage™

Arademr writing1s one of thesatal skills which EST / EFL students need
to acquire for their prospective studies in English-mediated university
courses. Sinha (1997) tllusirates that, “Frror frequently occurred when the
students were asked to write paragraph and dialogues or when they
attemipt to answer comprehension guestions™.

Research Methodology
Bv nature this is a pomary research. According to Brown (1958), primary

research obtains orieinal or first hand data to explore the original infor-
mation. This ressarch is based on authentic data as first hand orizgmal




mfarmation regarding stodents” common errors in writing have heen
cccupled by using documents analysis and guestionnaire responses. The
participants of this research are studving in Pome University in Bangla-
desh. This research also qualifies the characteristics of empirical research
as 1t 1s based on experimentation with svidence. This research is framed
an specific questions and the results will be disgovered throueh empinical
data anatysis. This stody will employ the teachers to thmk and explore the
way 1o improve students’ writing in the tarzet level.

The research has been done combining bath gualitative and guantitative
reszarch. To find out the necessities this reszarch vsed guestiennaires for
data coltection. In this paper the results and answers has been shown with
the presenfation of numerical data To identifVv students’ emor in their
writings. this research 15 mcorporated with document anahvsis toe which
has a2 qualitative fouch in it Thus the'research method is 3 mixed one.

Participants and Setting

The participants of this swdy were first vear stodents ranzme in the same
age group of 20-21 yvears. The students had completed twelve vears of
schooling; primary, Secondary and hisher secondary. The total number of
students was 30 The study was conducted in Prime University of Bangla-
desh wiiere the medivm of instructon is English For tis stody tie
reseacher has investieated 3 leamers” class test scripts and some other
writing tasks to idenafy errors in - their wiitings.

Actoally the writines of the students were coliected through class tests
taken by the researcher in different times in the year 2014, The specific
course of theclass test copies is Elementary Fnghsh which 15 the course
for the first vear firs{ semester stwdents. The aim of this coirse 15 to
sharpen the basic knowledge of the leamers. The chosen test topic was
relevant free writing where stodents had 1o Wrile some Sentences an a
osiven topic. The researchar has chosen their free writing test scopt for
in-depth analvsis of the students” writines, so it will be an m-depth docu-
ment analysis of the stodents’ errors in their academic writing




Sources of Data

The main data source of this stody was the students’ class test scripts,
specially' focused on free (paragraph) writing part. These sripts have
been taken as samples of stadents” writing, which falls under the catesory
of docament. Each sample wall be analvzed for error. (Juestionnaires are
used as reseach instrument to colisct guantitative data. The question-
naires were organized in such 3 way that after collecting and analyzing
the finding of the guantitative: data. it would reflect teachers™ and
students” eefteral attitude and perception on 2rers in wWriting.

Data Collection

The primary data for the study were collected through two guestionnaires
for teachers and stodents that included mostly close- ended questions
BXCEDL One or two open—ended questions. Another primary data the wiii-
mes of learners were collected as document (o analvze errors in their
writines. Each student’s written scripts were examined to find out
comman errors they made while writing on any relevant topic in
academic sefting  Errors weie identified and catecorized into different
groups. Some periained 0 grammar, some 10 vocabolary and some to
mechanism. The questionnaires were constructed using different patterns
including Tikert scale, MCQ and Yes / No choice: Quastions on different
opects of students’ errars were incladed in the gueshonnaire; achers
andstmdents were asked tomdicate thewr agreement or disagreement with
the statements and provide suzeestions in the few open-ended questions.

Questonnaires are one of the most popular data cellecthion devices.
Brown and Rodesrs (2000, p.142) state that “guestionnanss are predomt-
nanthy mades up of more closed-response items such as Likert scates,
muitiple-choice. ves-no, and ranking” Respenses to closed questions are
easier 1o collect and analvzs data The gquestonnaire of this research
meludes answers from separafe lanzuage 2aches and stwdents from
different semesters of the same oniversity, After delivering the goestion-
naire o students, the researcher has found that a few stwdenis did not
understand soms guestions. So, when thev asked, the researcher nade the
meaning clear to them Two different sets of QQuestionnaire were given to
students and teachers (See Appendices A and B for Questionnaire). The
guestionnawe contamed a miXture of closed and open guesiions respec-
tively. Questionnaire for the teachers contained closed questions




mcluding ranking, multiple choire, yes-no iens. In some guestions,
teachers were given option for their commen’s or suesestions. There
were ‘enven two fullv open ended guestions far the teachers. Question-
naire for the sudents mostly contained closed questions including rank-
ine, multiple choice andves-no items. The nature of all the guestions was
mainly based on stdents” interest in writing, error in writing and error
analvsis.

Data Analysis of the Questionnaire for Teachers

To extract data from the teachers, a Written gueshonnaire comprising af
10 guestions (See Appendix - A)with beth fixed altematihves and opan-
ended guestions have been used that are discussed helow.

Thefirst guesnon was aked o ehicit teachers’ opinion on students™ errar
mn their writing. It was ves-no question, they were asked to put tck mark
on ves-no item. Quesiion nomber 2 and 3 were multiple choice quesiions
that would kelp the ressarcher to find teachers™ belief on the rzason
behind siudents’ miost commion errors. Questions from 4 to 9 teachers
were asked to give their opinion regarding the errors of the students, their
concern about it and i85 impact on further studies. These questons wWere
designed in 1 ikert format where teachers had to chose the (agres/ disa-
gree [ neptral) option from the list to reveal the real scenario of ocur
students” wntinz abihity. The last question 1s for the segeestion from the
teachers on the ssue of munwnizing the:errors of the leamers’ writings.

Six statements were incloded in the goestionnaire to find out teachers
attifudes towards the errors of students’ writings It was found that mest
af the ESL tzachers belisve that wotings of the terhary Ievel leamers are
not op to the mark and foll of very common and basic errors 10 many
Cases.

All of them either agreed (83.33%) or disagreed (08 33%) with the state-
ment that Widtings of the tertiary level ESL learmers are not up to the
mars. They believe that their writings are not up to the standard of their
educational status.




3% respondenis agreed with the statement that Learmers do not get
enoigh scape of lemning m ther primary to Intermediate level While
33.33% respendents disasreed. 83 33% accepted the stalement that
Legners are niet aware of their ervovs inwriting. In response to the state-
ment- Oniy grror anaivsis wn class is not enough for their correction,
65.66% respondents aereed and 35 33% respondents were neutral, The
erygrs of the tertiary level ESL learners ave affecting their higher educa-
tion; — the statement was sipported by 83 33% and denied by 0833%
respondents. In response:to the statement -The tertiary level ESL learners
are: reluctant o learn from their errors; 38 33% respondents agresd
16 66% disagreed and 23% were neutral in their opinion. Table 1 presents
thewr responses to these:statements abopt learners’ errors.

Table-1: Teachers” Attitudes towards Students” Errors in Writing

Statement Agree |Disagree | Neutral

1. Writings of the tertiary Ievel ESL
learners are not up to the mark.

83.33% | 08.33% .

2 Izammers do nat get enough scope of

learning in their primary to 0% [3333% |1666%
intemmneriate level

3. Leammers are not owvare of ther 231239 | pR33% |AR33%
EITOIS in writing.

4 Onlv error analvsis 1n class 1s not
enouch for their correction. 66.66% =

lad
lad
Ly
:;!&I

3_The errors of the tertianylevel ESL
leamers are affechng their higher 23.33% | D8 33%
education.

6. The tertiary level ESL learners are
reluetant 1o learn from thewr srrors.

8133% | 1666% | 5%

(=}

In the guestionnaire the teachers were asked "What tvpe of errors /
mistakes do vou find in the-writines of these leamers?” where 91 66% of
the participant teachers agreed that leamers do errors n grammar 3s well
as spelling. Another question is formed to find oot the reasons for the
lzamners errors Where 83 33 % dzreed that learners do 2rrors in writing for
‘all these reasons (Lack of knowiedee, Unconsciousaess / lack of
concentration. Poor schema or poor hasic knowledee) and 33 33% opined
for “Poor schema or poor basic Knowledee’ and 16.67% opined for ‘Lack
of kmowisdee’.
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Thsse calculations agree with the furst question which shows that ‘the
Banzladeshi tertiary level ESL leamers do ondesirable errors in their
academic writing' 15 3 33% woe from the'sorvey findings.

Data Analysis of the Questionnaire for Learners

To draw gut data from the smdents, 3 questionnare comprising of 15
guestions (See Appendix - B) wath fixed alteratrves and two of those are
ppen ended guestions.

The first 10 questions were asked to elicit students’ opinion on erTors in
academic writing, their problems in writing, teachers’ rolerezarding their
‘grrars and the common errors that thiey make m wrting. It was intended
to reveal stodents” own belief on these important 1ssues related 1o
students’ error. These wers multople chowcs guesoons. In guestion 11 1o
13, studen!s wrere asked to tick on the moltiplechoice items that would
allow the research to explare student’s own belief on commen errors:
Question 14 and 15 were asked to give their camment/ thoughts an the
probiem or errar thevuspally-face in writing and their own belief on over-
coming the errors at the tertiary level

To explore the learners’ viewss and beliefs about the reasons behind their
‘errors this research has analyvzed the data collecied throusgh questionnaire
survey among the leamers. In the guestionnaire three staiements were
meluded tofind out learners’ attitudes towards the reasans of theirerrors
mwrtngs. It was found that most of the ESL leamers believe that due to
having the lack of correct vocabulary, srammatical as well as structural
knewledee of the Englich languase they are comniitting errors 1 their
writines, '

73.33% respondents acreed to the statement that Lack of appropriate
vocabulary rups my writing; while 20% disagreed and D6.66% were
nzutral In response to the statement- Complefe preparation on a tapic
gives me strengiis to write corvectly; 93 33% respondents agreed and
06.66% disagreed. This response reveals very clearly that preparation on
a topic leads Iess error in learners' writings. 33 .33% of the respondents
dizaoreed on the statement - I did wor ger the corrections of my ervors
before: while 13.33% acresd and 33.33% were neutral in their opinion.
Tahle-2 presents the responses of the leamers' beliefs of their srrors.




Table-2: Learners” Beliefs towards the Reasens of Their Errors m

Writing

Statement Agree |Disagree | Neutral
Lack of appropriate vocabulary 7223% | 20% |06.66%
NS oTe Writing: o '
Complete preparation of 2 [opic ZivVes R
me strengths (o write carrectly: 9333% =T 06.66%
I did not zet the corrections of m
errars before. 1333% | 33.33% |3333%

From: the guestionnaire of the swdents the research has found that the
leamers are not interested to 1zarn Enelish, not cazer to make themselves
efficient, not ready to read or write on their own; that 1s if teachers are
forcing 1n class they are writing 1t 15 not that leamers are writing on their
ovninterest The followwing table shows the seif judements of theleamers

writinig skill

Table-3: Learners’ Self Assessment of Their Own Writing Ability

theo: oat?

Questions Yes No Sometimes
1. Do vou enjoy writing? 60 % 0% 10%
2. Dovou think vou are goedin o
English writinz? 3333% | 2666% | 40%
3. Do vouo netice problens or "stuck
points” in vour wntine and fieure oot | 40% D% 60%
what the canses are?
4. Can vou vary the way vou 20 about
writing depending on the situation: 605 6665 13118
the topac. the andience. tvpe or wridng, ' T
andso en?
3. Can vou find a main point in a mess T
of viour disoreanized writing? 46.66% 0% |3333%
- = 0
6. Can veu find a new shape in a pigce
of vour writing which von had a6 665 ¢ é6e | 26.66%
previgushy orcanized? e
7. Can vou find problems in vour
reasoning or logic and straichien 6.66% 0% D3.33%
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Questions Yes No Stmetimes

8. Can vou make }'ﬂur_s entences clear 333% | 0% |2666%
--50 they are clear t0 readeis on first
reading?

W

Can vou get your seatences livelv? 60% | 1333% |26.66%

1D. Can vou get nd of most mustakes
in srammar, spelling, punctuation.
andsoon?

1Fi
143
Lad
E
[
Lad
f3
Lad
&t
laa

333%

The data shows that learners need a great effort to improve their writing
ahilitv'with alotof practice and goidslines from the teachers. The tareet
level leamers need to improve their vocabelary, erammar knowiedee &
well 35 sentenice grzanizalion.

Document Analysis

To identify the common errors of the learners i their acadeamc writing,
this research has collected soine documents of the students of the first
year fram the department of English of this unnversity. Their different
courses” ¢lass tesis were: taken as document of writing to be analvzed
for this research. From the samiples, different tvpes of errors ave been
identified and catezonzed accordinshy, It is known that in error anahy-
sis, collection of samples of leamers’ wating and then identification of
errors arevery impertant steps. The amm of this study was tafind out the
tertiary level ESL leamers' common emors in academic writing which
is ghtained through the identification of the srrors in the leamers' writ-
ines.

In their first class test in first semester, leamners had committed errors in
spelling, capitalization, choosing the right form ef the words, rightverb
form, tense structore, agfeement bebween subject and verb, incomplets
fragmented sentences gic. Few examples of emrers that have been found
in the docoments collected from the learners” class testcopies are listed
below.

He figit for freedom——. (Werb form)

He ? the chief figure in English literaturz. (Auxiliaryvverb)
He 15 great eszisy of science. {Spelling)

He reallv well discuss pn his essay. (Verb form and use ef
Prepositien)
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He discuss about Apherism (Subject- verb asreement)

He was a essavist and everv people inown that Bacen s 1s a father
of prose. (Few etrors are found in this Sentence, use of articles,
verb form and use of apostrophe))

Stmile 15 an gomplicircompanson ..., _(Article and Spelling)
As if and &5 like are often used ro simile. (Use of Preposition)

In some of the learners” mid-term exam scripts the researcher has found
stomiE common errors recentdy. Among the srrors the spelling mistake
Was Verv common and other errors wers wrone cheice of words, wirone
choice of agxiliary verbs, missing a word from a sentence, gnnecessary
capitalization eic. The exam scripts were collected from the course
teacher of the couse ENG-103, ‘Elementary English® ron m the very
first semester in the Department of English and the scopts were
checked and re-checked by the course teacher and the researcher. The
errors found in the exam scripts are mientionad below:

The old lady appretiatedso much oz spelling Appreciated”

Rifat caught his hand fadln Instead of using ‘nightly '
Tknow this aid ? . Did not use ‘lady’
May be vou ean t know me. Instead of using “don't’

Then Thev took the old lady toher house. Unnecessary capitalization

These data 15 collecied from the documents of 30 students who were
studving the fundamental English courses in thedr first semester. In the
study it is found that most of the leamers do errors in grammar sither
richi form of verbs or in structurine sentences.

Table-No. 4: Errors in Studenis” Wniting

Errors iNumber of Percentase
' student (30) =
Speliing 23 3333%
Crammatical errors 27 B%
(subject verh agresment, eAse,
right form of verh et}
Sentence Construction / Structurs 22 J333%

The above mentioned errors are foond very conmoniy in mest of e
learners’ academic writings which bear the sien of improper care o
their leaming in previous aadenic years.
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Thz researcher belisves that if 1essons are provided with proper as well
as practical care, leamers will be able to catch up these lessons properly
and be able to implemient the knowledee in their further academme
purposts otherwise these errars will create 3 strong barrier in achieving
accusate higher edocation successfully in fumre.

Major Findings

This studh was aimed at investizating Baneladsshi tertiany level ESL
leamers’ common orors in their academic writing, Frem the data
collection and analvsis it is seen that thouesh the students were m
terfiary level, they coatinue t© have major chfficulties in writing
sentences: The findings of this study are &= follows:

* The majority of the students codld not properly structured
sentences, a they are not much expert in the tareet language.
Students face serious problems m developing sentences while
sxpressing thoughts. Seme syntactic errors Were 50 UnIQUe (o
vomprehend that at first look. the sentences did not make any
SEense.

* Use of wrong weords andwrong form of words are conmmon efrors
that students made. Semetimes thev used words which are out of
context, which indicate their lack of kngwiedse i the target
lanzyage as'well as subject matter.

* Spelling error is one of fhe most common errors that students
made. Because of having LI interference students maostly do
progunceation error which semetimes reflected in their writing as
spelling errars.

* Regarding srammatical error it is found that students made prepo-
sitional errors the most. Thev get confused with the use of even
simiple prepositions.

* Misuse of helpine verh and aaxiliary verb denoted that students
were verv weak in the grammaiical Enowledee of the tarzet
langpags.

Though smdents have been leamed these srammatcal aspects fram
titeir primary level, sull they conmmt eirors while writing in advance
ievel. The Kind of comimion errors students frequently commutied in
writing mndicate that they are not prepared o be students of fertiary
level.




For documeni analysis the selected writing sampies of the stdenis
were from the department of English in Prime University of Bangla-
desh, thev are in their first vear. The courses were elementary for the
leamers to develop a5 well as practice their knowiedee of the tarzet
lanzuage.

As analyzed the class test soripts of the leamers, the researcher has
came to kaow: abeut their commeon errors they stll conmmit at the
advance isvel of leaming: After anabhvzing the emors the researmcher
thinks that the course is not adequate for the leamers’ development
After eetting lectures and having practice on the wrniting, stodents still
committed number of errors. Students’ frequent errors indicars that
they are not prepared for upper level courses. Fram this stady, the
researcher can say that though the stodents have enrolled in the vanver-
sity after completien of thewr higher secondary level of education,
where Enclish is compulsory but not effective, and that i5 why students
still continue making errors in svatactic, grammatical and lexical areas
verny frequently. Conceming common tvpes of emrors many [machers
freguenthy find 4 tvpes of errors in students writing. Most of the teach-
ers believe that faulfy sentence constroction 1S a common error that
siudents frequentdy commut in their wrifing. ‘Among other types of
errors, most of the teachers meationed spellinge error, srammatical
error, and punctuation error.

Recommendation

The research has med to explore some ways to improve the leamers’
errors. From the:study the reseamcher has colleried data from the teachers”
guesnannaire and displaved some of those sugssstons 25 recommenda-
tion here: The learners can improve their errors or mistakes hy—

-moivating the leamers to leamn comrectly

- COITECing e1rTors or mistakes

- greating an environnient of correct leaming with compeient teachers
—satherinz knowledee on grammar and vocsbuolary

- implementing writine methods

=huilding reading and writing habifs

- practicinge more and more

- most importantly ensuring attendance of the leamners’ in class.




The research shows that the vital necessity is the joint ventmred effort.
‘gager and motvaion both frem the teachers and leamers; otherwise
there will be no improvement mn the result. The leamers have to be more
dedicated to leam or camn Knowledee from their teachers likewise the
teachers should be careful to provide knowledze and ensure corect
Izarning of the learners. The leamers admitied in the teraary level with
the poor knowledee of English grammar which reflects in the further
academc learnine as well as results. Another mentionable matter s that
English is the medivm of instruction in the terfiary ievel of edocation
which 1= difficelt (0 follow for the leamers in fhe beginning and make
barrier 1n the flow of Englhish speaking emvironment in classes. This
research alsa atfracts the attention ef the previous public examnation
authonnes, teachers to take care of the resulfs o be authentic as well a5
reliable so that at tertiary level teachers may get a rustworthy source of
the learners” basic knewledze of the language: Side by side the private
university authority should take care of the admission test so that fhe
basic condition of the Iearners can be predicted and it will help the
teachers (o catezorize the lsamers according to their problems and go
for fhe specific feedback to them Though it 15 evident that the previous
learning of the tarzet group ESL leamets is full of errors, it's the high
ome for the learners to recovet those deficiencies of knowiedse in this
level ptherwise this Ieaming may tum ©p & 3 curse to them in near
foture because practical bfe 5 full of competitions and struggles o
ensure aplace of one’s own in the world.

Conclusion

Writing is ong of the most ‘essential parts of langyage leaming. In the
era of globalization English is indispensable everywhere around the
world After condocting this research it 1sfound that the majony of the
tertiary level ESL learners n Prime Univessity are not eligihie to be a
student in this advance level of edocation. The resulis come out from
the findings of document anaivsis show that around 90% learners” writ-
ings is foll of errors. On the other hand the survey' of the t2achers" ques-
tionnairs showed that 91 66% teachers belisve that the Ieamers have
probiems in their academic writing andt1s really an alarnming matter to
be considered.
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Butwe should always keep the hope to improve ths quality of the leam-
eis throoeh constant practice and effort both from the teachers’ and
stodents” sides. Based on the findings of this study it mav be generally
concluded that the existing condition of English writine skill in private
univeErsities reguires intensrve ieatment and care for the improvement
besides giving more importance in the SS5C and HSC level of education
which create the pavement for the learnets to higher edocation in Bang-
fadesh.
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Questionnaire for Teacher

Name
Work place
ESDECIERCe I......ciesesasvasiavasis

1. Do vou think the Bangladeshi tertiary leve]l EST leamers do ungesit-

|'-.|

able errors 1n their academic wiiting?
a3l Yes b No

What tvpe of errors / mistakes do you find in the writines of these
leamers?
a) Grammancal blspeling ¢) all these  d) none of these

3. What do vou think - they do the emmars / mustakes for —
a) Lack of knowledee b) Unconsciousness / lack of concenira-
tion
c) Poaorschema or poor basic knowledee d) All these £) None of these
4. Tertaryievel leamers’ wniings are not up to the mark
a) Agres b) Disagree c) Nestral
3. leamers do net getenovgh scope of leamning 1 Mieir primary 1o
intermediate Ievel
a) Agree b) Disagree £) Nestral
6. Leamers are not aware of their errors in wiiting
a) Agree b) Disagree £) Neutral
7. Dalv érror analysis in class is not enoogh for their comrection.
a) Aeree b Disagree ) Neutral
8 The errors of the tertiary level ESL learners are dffecting thesr

higher education.
a) Agree b) Disagree c) Neutral

The tertiary level ESI leamiers are reluctant to leam from their
errors
a) Agree b) Disagree £) Neutral

10. How can we minimize the emmers of the leamers?

AnSwer:




WERE: 0000 S SeEaeAeSeses

University e pe AT e AR B TR

Departmient e 1 B e

Result of HSC & SSC T ATy N R R C TR

Board/s -

Passine Years SRR eSS

[ Do vou enjovwriting?
Yes [/ No/ Sometimes

2 Do vou think vou are good in English writing?
Yes / No/ Somehmes

3. Do you noticz problems or "stuck points” in vour writing and
fiours out what the causes are?
Yes (No/ Sometimes

4. Can vou vary the way vou 2o about wnting depending on the
sitnation: the tapic, the aodience, type of wiiting, andso on?
Yes / No /Sometimes

3 Can vou find a mam point in 2 mess of your disorganized wrii-
mg?
Yes / No/ Sometimies

6. Can you find 2 new shape in a piece of voor writing which veu
liad previously areanized?
Yes / No/ Somehmes

7 Can vou find problenss m vour reasoning or lo=c and straighten
them out?
Yes / No/ Sometimes

g Can vou make vour sentencss clear-so they are clear (o readers
on first reading?
Yes / No/Sometimes

= Can you getvour sentences Invely? Can you give thema human

Questionnaire for the Learners

voice?
Yes / No / Somenmies




1, Can you get nd of most mistakes in grammar, spelling, punctua
tion, and so on?
Yes / No/ Sometimes

11, Lack of appropriate vocabulary ruins my writing.
Agree Disagree Neutral

12, Complete preparation on a topic gives ime strengths to write

correctly.

Agree Disagree Neutral
13, Ldid not get the corrections of my errors befare,

Agree Disagree Nentral

14, What problems do you face while you are writing?
Answer:

13 How would you be able 1o overcome your problems/ errors of
writing?
Answer:
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» Tosmdythe present condition of the writing skl of the EST learn-
£rs af the tertiary level _

» Toexplore the errors of the learners commonly found in their writ-
ing.

» To find gut the reasons behind the erors in their writing and how
thesxr errors can be minimized ai this level

Literature Review

The researcher made an affempt to review fescarch reports and joumal
aricies came out in the field of hterature and language teaching an Writ-
me siill

I'rarning the process of writing 15 a difficult skill for stadents to develop
and leamn, especiallv in ESIL / EFL context, where exposure to English is
limited to a faw hous per week. Leamers struzzle with many structuzal
1ssues meluding selzscting proper worts, UsSing correct arammar, eenerat-
e ideas, and developing ideas ahout specific topics.

Writing 1< sesnl a5 a pommumicative act with an intended purpese ©
expose o 115 3pdience. The teacher and other leamers help the writer find
atopic and revise drafts of a written piece until it convevs the intended
meaninge While working to make their meanines clear, leamers are
assumed 10 acquire cempetence using the stvle, syntax, srammar and
surface Teamres of the laneuage. According to Nunan (1988, p_ 36), writ-
me is an extremely complex coenitive activity in which the writer is
required to demonstrate control of vardables simultaneopshv. At the
seatence 1eve], these include control ef contents, format, santence sirac-
wee, vocabulary, spelling and letter formation. Bevond the sentence, the
writer omst he able to straciure and mtesrate information into cohesive
andcoherent paragraph and text Emig {1971) obsepved that sood writers
concentrated on ideas rather than on correctness. Writine 15 a not onlv the
combinanon of words and seatences rather it 1s a total thooght process of
awriter, It is mentionable hers the words of Hedee (1988):




of stody in the teriany level is Enelish now-3-days and so the knowledoe
of English i5 indispensable. Thooeh ours i a third world ceuniry; it 15
irving to develop its citizens (o be hizhly educated In fact according to
UGC (2012) there are thury-four public and sixtv private pniversities
running higher education for the smdents of Bangladesh where English is
the only medium of instroction especially in pryvate universifies. Smdents
of Bangladesh find English & a compulsory foadamental suhject to simdy
from their primary to mtermediate level. Bat it 1s a matter of resret that
even after passing 12 wears students carry out 2 lot of errors in their writ-
inz which becomes really a barrier to overcome in the tertiany 18vel of
efincaton. In the tertiary lexel smdents come (o make themselves profi-
cient in specific study felds. So 1t 5 very moch pecessary to have sood
command over English as it is the medium of leaming in tertiary level in
private unmversities in Bangladesh. This research aimes to find out what
tvpe of erros the tertary level leamers do, what are the reasons behind
their poor writing abilitvy and how their errors can beounimized at thas
Ievel

Writing 15 one of the most important and mntegral part of langpase leam-
me Writing 15 the ability to put idesas from nund to paper, to generaté
more meaning and to make ideas clear. It is essentially a thinking process
and these thoughts are finalhy imorintad in 3 writien fiorm as writing It
can help o reconstruct thinking mto the wrtien form, as well as supphy
important clues for mproving the coherence of e text.

Arcording to White and Amdt (1991, p. 3), ‘“Writing is far from being a
simple matter of transeribing languaze into written symbals: 1t s thinkime
process in its own richt Itis a permanent record, as a form of expression
and as a means of communication.’

For Rivers (1968, p. 243), writing refers to the expression of ideas in a
systematc way o oreanize the eraphic conventions of the laneuage: the
ultingate aimi of a writer at this staze is to be able to sxpress himein a
polished literary form which requires the utilization of a special vocabu-
lary and certain refinement stroctore.

Objectives of the Study

The main abjzctive of the stedy is to explore the importance and impacts
of good writing skill in the fature life of the tertiary level ESL learners in
private universitiss of Bangladesh The specific objectives are:3s follows:
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Writing Behavior of ESL Learners of the Tertiary Level:
A Study on Prime University
Avsha Alam Talukder

Abstract: Enshish iz the decissve media o achieve higher studies - home and: shroad,
Stedents of Bangladesh gt Eaclish gs 'z conpuisory sphiect:to shudy from numen: o
inErmegiate Isvel Bat the rezmtiul matier ic that donng this long 12 searsthe farpstove]
tegrmer= conild not acquirs 2pt proficizacy in Enslich which ceeates hudle in the =tiary
vzl whes the [aamers come to maks thenselves sxpertin 2 pasticular area of study. In
the ey devel of sdocatien it &5 very much secesary 1o bave zood command 'over
Enolich as the medium of mnstroction 35 Ensheh in provate gmoversities of Bansladesh
Makmez repetitive and coMmon SO0 aadamic withng 15 & vegy segalar phenomenon,
But the presence of ermrs mn stndens” academt wrinne is complei=ly ondesrable in the
tertiary lavel of lzamine This rms=arh aims ai incesticating the-pudent scénann of
terhary ==l FE] lamers’ common srears i acedemic writing. The smdy = 2 quantite-
tive smpnical ms=arch as it i= condoried theuzh ohservations, document analv=s and
SHIVEY of the two guestionnmres for both =echers and students. The ms=amher has found
53 33% teachers who believe that the writinss of the taceeq leve] leomers are ot up 1o the
sratk and the learners are not sware of thewemors. The suney af the geestionnaire for the
learrers of this stedy chows that 83.33% lrarnees srknowledss that complsts preparation
goves themn streasih of cormct writine In fhe paper. fhe docomsent Snafvsis portion ks
=sposed the =3 scenadio that 00% leam=o’ writines a= Full of srmessither thoss s of
‘crammahiral sentzriie or =v=n of spalling The sadsshe troth = that the leamars c=ftine
admmsion 1n the tertary lovel 2= ot 2ooueh suitd n the advence or hoher loval of
edocation. Thes fesearch depicied the cument scenang of the temacy level ESL eamers
wittime cagability-which sadoebed v nesds n be mendsd wath ineesive care of the rach-
=% to achisve success in fotie academic arpunds.

Kepwards: Wating slall teetanriawe] EST l=amers acadamie writine
Introduction

Witing in Frnchich® the misrnshona] langnase 15 an important skl aspeciaily for the
tertiary level learners of different streame of knowledes In Banoiadesh the madiom

Lectwer, Departmast of Enslish Prims Universsity, Dhaks, Banslagesh
E-mail® avshz300@ahoo com




Role of Remittance in the Economic
Development of Bangladesh

BM Sajjad Hossain' and Md. Deluar Hossain~

Abstvaci: The senuttance has beoome the smele fsroest sonsce of forsion sarmnes
inBansladash Recaath mostof the lit=rames on sconnmie development via Smit-
tanee have manly been focussd on th=cod os2 (miemecopomie ) of emittanss by
the tecipient hauseholds. itz has been obserced on the marroeconomic atpesis

In this con=xt this pager stemats to clanfy s few guestiom: what ml has et
tence played ared what mle can it play in economur development of BangledeshTIn
hine with this queshen this paper alse locks fors what poboy imtistives could be
undertakan tn infreace remuttants for econemic development of Banoladash? Orif
clphal recessinn continees tn 2o on wchat chould ke the national stratesrof Bansia-
dezh for the pest ohlization of mmitianee" In which t=¢inr, mowttanc= conld play a
mpe= impariant rals o sphold economic developoent?

Kevwords: Ramttance smouttance flow, momttance growih sconomue develop-
ment, MANPOTEr SXport.

Introduciion

Bangladesh is a huees labor sorplos country i the world due 1o over
population. Hence, it belongs tao the supply side of the zlobal 1abor
market for anskalled 1abor, Notably 6.07.798 workers went to gver-
seas affictally in the vear 2012 (ILO, 2015). Flow of migrant workers
is assgciated with growing flow of remittance to Bangladesh. Since
the late 1997k successive covernments of Bangladesh realize the
importance of remitiance to the econanyy; have onoertaken different
macreeconomic reforms to encouraze official flow of remitfance.
This paper aims to understand the ootcomes of recent government
policies and actions with remuffance managenient o emphasize the
importance of remittance for the developing werld, it was estimated
that 60 percent ef global remuttances were sent to developinz coun-
tries in the vear 2000 (INAFL 2006).
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Even m 2012 only India eamed UD S 70,000 million of misrant remit-
tance and became the world’s top most country of mugrant remittance
sarner country (64%), where Bangladesh ranked for sixth and eamed US
$14.169 (ILO, 2013%). Loswer middle incoms countries apparenthy recene
the lareest amounts, but remuftances may constitute 2 much hisher share
of the total international capiial flow to low-income countmes. To further
smphasize the development dimension ef migrant transfers, remittances
seem o be maore stable than private capital flows and to be less volatile to
chanege economuc cyries. It may, therefore, be concluded that monetary
1emuttances play an mnportant role in the arcounts of many developing
countries and are crucial to the sunvival of paar individoals and communi-
ues around the werld. The emphasis of developnient policy 1s now firmly
on poverty redoction and the achisvemient of the Millennmum Develap-
ment Geals, which. in addition to the eradication of extreme poverty, also
anvisaze improvement of health and sducation, gender egualine and
empovwerment of women, the redocton of infant and child morality,
arcess tasafe drinking water and sanitation, and the improvement of the
lives of both mral and urhan poor people.

Literature Review

A =ood number of literatures have bezn studied on the issue of manpower
export and remitiance. Murshid and Kz (2001), Salim (1992) and
Mahmmd (1998) wrote m their papers that a sienificant part of the over-
seas eamings is spent in enproductyve sectors for Consunipiion purposes,
purchasing assets particularly land, and imvestment in small business and
reinvested to go to other countries. Siddiguy and Abrar (2003) explained
that the yearly income of the migrant famulies increased by 119 percent.
Onhv 46 percent of the repmttances were regquited (o Bangladesh through
prgper channel and 54 percent through different unofficial channels. Hes-
sain (2007) wrote the different pattern of niizration from Bangladesh and
the impacts of remittance i economic development process. In those
papers, researcher showed onky the robust erowth of our econonmy. Most
of the above studies are abruptiy focused with inflow uses. manasement
and development of remittances and ifs mmipacts on gur national econonty,
But in this paper, ane of the main aims is (0 understand coment use of
remittance and its potential for forther productive investment to promote
sconomic development of Bangladesh,

18




Methodology of the Study

This study is based on “analviical narratives’, a case stody method for a
singie couniry. Whereas the neton of "analvtical” conveys the ose ef
some conceptual framework or somesort of anabytical reviews, the notion
of ‘narratives” conveys the utilization of qualitative and guantitative data
anahvsis. Over the last few vears, a very few impertant studies have besn
done on mmigrants’ remmttance includine INAFI, Bansladesh workine
paper series along with the studies. publications and reports of central,
public and private hanks and bank websites which are used as a secondary
data for the study and alse some mformation is cellected from journal
articles and newspaper articles, boeks. policy paper, thesis paper ic.

Flow of Migration from Bangladesh

Bangladesh 1s a huge labor surplus country. From 1976 to 2008 a total of
about 594 mullion people migrated temporarily' from Bangladesh (se2
Appendix 1). On an average, the country exports about 140,000 people
annually from 1976 to 2004, Svstematc recording of mfonmaton on
migration of Bangladeshi workers began in the mid-70s. Bureau of Man-
power, Emplovment and Training (BMET) of Labor Ministry maintains
the recoré. Now BMET &5 under the Minsstry of Expatmates’ Welfare and
Overseas Employvment BMET has classified temporary migrant popula-
tinn anto fourcategores. These are professional. skilled, semu-skilled. and
unskilled. Doctors, engineers, nurses and teachérs are as professionals,
manufacturing or garments workers are considered as skilled; whale
tailor, mason efo. as seme-skilled workers, housemaid, cleaner, laborers
are classified & onskKilled The skill composition of those who migraied
over this peniod, in general. indicates a consistent level of comparatively
hizh proportien 6f semi and unskilled misrant workers too. The statistics
said that in 1990, 40 percent of the mizrant workers were in professional
and skilled catezary, and the rest of the 60 percent were in semuskilled and
unskilledeatezare. But, in the vear 2004, aithousgh the number of migrant
warkers increased sienificantly but the proportion of professional and
skalled category; and senuskilled and unskilled catezory remained almost
unchanged In 2004, 44 percent woikers were in professional and skalled
ratezory. and the rest of the 36 percent were i semuskilled and unskalled
catezory. The manpower export increased gradoally after 1990 and

49




the number of skilled workers also increased but 1t was not that siznificant
proportonately to that of sermskilled and unskilled workers.

Flow of Remittance in Bangladesh

In spite of the low guality of Bangladeshi migrant worksis and the
remarkable decline of manpower export in 2009, the countrywinessed a
phenomenal arowth in the flaw of rermittance (Table 1), Ponng the period
1976 ta 2009 Bangladesh received over USS 6767638 million as remit-
tance. However, the amouat of remittance would have been moch higher
if the:country couold send mare professional and skilled workers.

Table-1: Flow of Remittance in Baneladesh during 1976 to 2012

Year Remittance Year REemittance Year Remittance
Earned Earned Earned
(in million (in million {(in million
Us%) USS) TS558
197 2371 1082 75784 2002 284779
1977 8279 1990 TEL54 2003 317763
1978 106.90 1991 76230 2004 336531
1972 172106 1992 o01 87 2003 4240 87
1250 301.33 1993 1005 02 2006 5484 08
1981 304 .88 1904 1153 54 2007 6368 03
1982 490 77 1965 124152 2008 297000

1953 62731 199G 1353534 2009 1072020

1954 0000 1997 132503 2o 11004 73

1985 30000 1908 1580 24 2011 1216809
1956 37620 1909 15806.63 2012 1416390
1987 747 .60 2000 195495

1988 76350 2001 207103 Tatal 105013.39
Source: Banglzdezh Aszeciation of International Recruiting Agencies, 2012

LG, 2015
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Here the: flow of remittance in Bangladesh is represeated during the
period between 1976 and 2012, As svident, the countrvhas expenierced a
nsing trend of remittance flow with exceptions. The remittance received
by Bangladesh in 1976 was ontv USS 2371 millien. It jumped to
US382.79 1 1977 and continued fo increase until 1983, The remitiance
showed a downward trend doring the next couple of vears. Durning the
peried 1984-1991, remuittance flow showed dowmward trend and remark-
ahle fluctmations. Howewver, the remutfance caming is in the increasme
trend dav after day with the rising labor ouzration flow (see Appendix-1).
The reiative share of Bansladesh™s remittance from the Middis-East and
the Gulf nations increased by leaps and bounds. T one looks into the
sources of reanttance, snieushy the countries of the Middie-East, Malay-
sia ang Singapore constituie major sources of total remittance for Bangla-
desh (see Appendix-2).

Figure-1: Country Wise REemittance (in percentage} in 2009
Source: Bangladesh Economic Review, 2011

If one takes only the vear 20009, it is observed from the Chart 1 that the
countriss in the Maddie-East constituted a big amount (39 45 percent) of
total remittance for Bancladesh Of the amoant, the highest (26.67 per
cent) came from Saodi Arab,




16.37 per cent and 905 per cent came from United Arab Emmirates and
Kuowait respectively. Besides, Bansladeshi nizrants, i USA centributed
14 67 per cent, UK 7.36 per cent, Malaysia 2 63 per cent and Singapere
1.34 percent. Remaiming 14 percent earned as renuttance from other
countries i the world

Role of Remiittance in Bangladesh Economy

Since 1976, remittance has been playving a significant role for the
economic development of Bangladesh. In 1999 remmittance was 1.17 and
9,12 tumes higher than the foreien aid recerved and forsion direct invest-
ment (FDI) respectively in Bangladesh (see Table-2). In 2009, the "umes’
wentup te around 3 90 and 11 39 for pverseas assistance and FDI respec-
tively. This means that vearly remittance has always been exceeding
foreizn aid and FDI in Bangladesh.

Table-2: Remittance, Foretgn Aid and FDI (During 1999 to 2013)

Year Remittance § | Foreign Aid § FDIS
1999 1806.63 1336 188
2800 195463 1385 I3
1 2071103 1369 330
2002 2847.76 14432 391
2003 317763 1383 378
2004 3365 31 1034 383
205 424987 1307 TiG
06 3AFL R 1368 743
2007 856813 1631 760
2008 897900 206l 620
2a0e 10728 20 1815 941
2010 11004 73 227 B42
2011 12168 09 1777 5115
2012 1416399 2126 3408
2013 I?LE;E_?& : 2756 2338

Somrce: Bangladesh Economic Review (EER), 20069; TL.O, 2015
Bangladesh Bank, 2014, Ministry of Finance, 2014
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An mmoreasing flow of remitiance has been reducimg Bangladesh™s exter-
nal aid dependency, in particular imgortance of the development partners
whao provide aid o the country and have a major influence gver the policy
makingprocess of the.countrv. The growing inflow of remuttance, equiva-
lent alone to more than 30 per cent of total government revenue, has also
been redocing dependency on FDIin Bangladesh

It 15 pbserved that in 1999 remitiance as percent of GDP and sxport was
174 per cent and 3208 per cent respectvely. In 2009, remitfance as
percent of GDP and export stoond at 10 percent and 6837 per cent respec-
trvely. This means that tite amount of remuttance in terms af GDP and
export camines has increased over the peniod 1999 to 2012 Such erowane
cantribution of remittance inflow to GDP and export has not enly assisted
0 meet the increasing trade deficit (see Table 3) but also maintained a
stable foreien CUrTeEnCy rESEIVEe.

The tahle 3 depicts that foreien currency aspect of remmitiance1s espeoially
important a5 Bangiadesh rons a trade deficit Geowth in remifiance 15
likely to be one of the key factors in maintaining foreign exchangze
reserves. The steady egrowth of inward remittance and falling mmport
pavments have contributed to the higher srowth of rzserve. The growing
contribution of inward remitiance to foreizn exchange reserve (EER) has
been helpinz Bangladesh to make up the deficit between total export and
import and to maintain the balance of payments (BOP), and thereby also
economic stability,

Table-3: Export, Import and Trade Deficit (1999 to 2012)

Year Export § Import § Trade Deficit §
1900 5313 8005 2693
2000 3732 834 2622
2001 G487 5335 2868
M2 308A 8540 2554
2003 6348 0658 3110
2004 o3 10803 3300
M5 BAAS 13147 4407
2006 10536 14745 4220
20087 12178 Yilay 4879
2008 14111 21629 TA1E
2009 14171 22507 8336
An0 12833 20504 7761
2011 18464 30188 11724
2012 27028 34{R4 056

Source: Bangladesh Fronomic Review, 2014; Bangiadesh Bank, 2014
Export Promotion Burean, 2014; TLO, 2015

33




Utilization Patterns of Remittance

However, an isspe of high importance but also mmch ambizwity is theway
in which reputtance is being used. An answer for this ingqmry may be
viewed ohsenving the real effects of remittance at the hopschold level
Impact of remittance at the houschold level partially depends on the char-
actenistics of tie nigrants and hence the recipients Le whether they
constiipts the rural poer, or the mats sducated section of fiie population
generally residing 1o urban areas In fact. a laree number of studies find
thiat the majority of Bangladeshi migrants frem the riora] areas with lack of
arcess to land and resources, are unskilled Therefore, the utilization
pattern of remmttance at the household level in Bangladesh has manhy
been directed towards the needs of families (Sse Appendix-3).

Fanulies are the main beneficianes of remattance, and a lares amount ef
the renuttance, £.2 about 66 per cent is used for conspiCuous ConSUMpP-
non. Such consumpton includes speading on meetng the basic human
needs, basic nurtional needs, mproving Inving condition and lifestvie,
and cnsuring social security, However, cxpenses on basic neéeds, g
spendimne on food. clotiung, health, medical treatment and children™s
education, can be seen as investment in foture homan resource develop-
ment, and 15 valuable for lonz-term econonuc zrewth and poverty reduc-
non. Althouzh much of the total remiftance is consamed by the hoose-
helds, a significant portion £.2. ahout 12 per cent and 14 per cent are
invested in buving land and houses. and repaving leans/cests for migra-
tion respectnvely, Ramiitance plays an important tols 1o remeve the seld
or mortzaged land and also to purchase aditional land. Althongh invest-
ment of remittance in housing or land purchase can be considered as
unprodoctive since it does not add to the country”s productive capacity
and zlso may result in inflation. Remittance has increassd the loan repav-
e capability of the pugrants or their families since remittance s ciied as
making yp arpund 31.12 per cent of secipient poor househeolds® total
income. Therefore, remittance has helped to shift the budzet lme of the
tecipients, allowine them to increase expenditures on both durablss and




non-derables products, and provading them with protection against neea-
tive incomeshocks. Consequenthy, imparts or benefifs of remittance have
been maore on alleviating lecal level poverty for the poarer househalds.
Heowever, a significant portion ef remittance is used for non-prodocive
purpesss (see Appendix-3). While meager amount of remittance (only 3
percent) 15 saved m banks as fixed deposits and/or insurance policies for
future, onlv less than 3 per cent is utilized for prodoctive investment,
particulariy in small business (running shops, opening phone and fax
shop, statienery store, £IC.) GF INCOME SEneraung acovities or other
ventures (construclineg a markei place) or different types of senvices
related to farming or sendine fanmly members abread.

Required Level of Remittance May Require in Future

Arcording to a study conducted by Centre for Policy Dialosue (CPD) in
Bangiadesh, the required level of remittance in FY 2020 for consistent <4
per cent, 6 per cent and § per cent GDP growth will be USSS.9 mllion,
US316.4 tillion, and US529.9 billion respectively. In other words, renmt-
tance in FY 2020 wouldhave to be 886 percent. 11.6% percent and 1531
per gent of GDP to achieve aconsistent GDP erowth of 4 per cent. 6 per
cent and & per cent respectively (see Tahle-4).

Table-4: Required Level of Remittance

Remittance Required (millio Remittance Required

Year UES) to Achieve {as % of GDF) to Achieve

4% GDP| 6% GDP| 8% GDPF | 4% GDP| 6% GDP| 8% GDP

Growth | Growth | Growth Growth | Growth | Growth
2010 427204 | 562B.07 | 734874 6.35 TAE 807
201 | #30372 | p2G4 04 | 843300 626 == 3.60
2012 493063 | 697187 | 972700 678 781 914
2013 |531158 | 775970 | 1119389 L §31 976
P14 571155 | BGSG 5L | 10REQORL 725 g73 in-a
2015 | 614163 |-B61747 | 1482193 7.50 916 1108
2016 | 680400 | 1068568 | 1705562 T o862 11.81
2017 | 710138 | 11807463 | 1962300 8.02 10.10 12:58
2018 | 763611 | 1325310 | 2288352 £20 16l 1340
2019 |E21Ep11 | 1473080 ) 23986.38 B 37 1114 1428
203E [IRI941 | 164176t | 2090508 .36 1162 1521

‘Sounrce: Bhattacharva, D.. and Deb, K. T, 2006
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Recommendations and Conclusion

The economic development of Banzladesh 15 very much dependent on
IEreasing Myvestnent opporisiiy and reducinge poverty. Thers are some
areas where renmittance has been used as produchve vestmient. Remuit-
tance has helped Banszladesh to make investmenis for manufactring.
eXpansion. modemize ifs agriculiure, and industries by imperting high-
tech machineries for export-oriented manufacturing. Therefore, remit-
tance:can be an mnportant spurce of investment, and perform as a key
driver of economic development for Bansladesh

Remuttance has been impactong positovely on the development ef
Bangladesh’s econonny both at the miacro and the micio level At the
macro level, increase of renuttance i Bangladesh has led to a decline in
interest rate as well as has reduced financial constramts Hewever, the
fuiure growth of Banzladesh will depend on promoting export, susaining
remittance, and trizzerine FDI So remuttance has been considered as the
most important and large factor for futire economic development of the
country.

Expected level of remittance may be gbtained throueh supply of skilled
manpower. Sopphing skilled manpower would require planned human
resource development sirategy and planned utilization of remifiance in
productive invesiment. On the offier hand, creating enabling environment
to invest remittance in capital market 1s also important. The government
should make easy acress to the oapital market for the remitiance recipient
families. At present there 15 a provision of qoota for forsizn mvestors of
non-resident Banzladeshis during Initial Public Offanne (IPO) of issumne
shares bot most of the tme this quota remams safolfilled due to crincal
progess. The:government should make this guota system in 1ssping TFO
also applicable for the families of the non-resident Bangladeshis, so that
they can invest m the capital marker. Hewever, the sovemment has now
undertaken asenes of initiatves for increasing overseasemplovmeit and
temittance sg that the two factors can have Sienificant impact on
Bangladesh’s fumre growth and economic development.

Besiries, the government of Banglaresh shoold mmtrodoce foreign
currency denominated bonds and repatriate foreien Currency accounis
that conld be efficient tools to stimulate remittance flow to Baneladesh as
India and Pakistan experimented with this policy nitiative and achieved
mmach suceess.
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It 15 proved that absence in the:of state patronization remittance does not
automatieally contribute to national economic development Therefare,
first of all the government must formuplate an appropriate mvestment
policy so that productve sectors could be idennfied for the pugrant werk-
15 to invest their rematiance o the sectors. The investment policy muost be
well-maiched with macre-economic policies: The investiment pelicy mmst
also be well-suited with Poverty Redoction Stratezsy Paper and Natienal
Development Strategy Paper of Bangladesh. The gutcomes of the meas-
nres may enconrage the mieranis to hold e savings i financial assets
in their home country rather than holdine them abroad or spending on just
consumer zoods. This in turn woold attract the uses of remittance towards
productive mmvestments rather than unprodoctne,

The government must: alse ensure seE-emplovment mvestoent schemes
to stinmilate mare direct investment in proguctive assets. Therefore, link-
mg remittance with the Micre Finance Institutions (MFIS), could be
consigered smnce the poorer seement of the pepulation are often onabiz o
Zcess adequate deposits, credit, savings and investment, but to a larse
exient they have confidence 1n the MFIs. Sufficient access to deposils,
credit, savings and mvestment may' In tirn result in smali-scale indosin-
alization, creating employment opportunity, poverty reduction and accel-
eration in the long mun econonuc development doe to additional invest-
ment m physical and human capital

In Bangladesh, a significant shars of rermtiance soll enters throgeh ynof-
ficial channels, larsely due to the migrant workers' lack of knowledee
abovt the formal sector and the time and more costinvohved in channeling
the meney through the formal sector. Therefore, the zovermment must
enhance the fanctions of the formal sectars such a5 banking services must
be provided at anw Ievel, particularly in the remote raral areas. In this
respect, assistance from the smaller financial institutions, such as credat
unions and MFIs wath a regulatory suppott coold be undertaicen which
will be pessibly low-cost remittance sending seivices 1o the rural arsas.
The govemmient must redoce transaction cost of remitfance fhrough
oificial channels. provade quicker and secure transfer sgpport 1o INCIease
the flow of remitiance:
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Among all the:policies. the most important One 1S 0 encourags the .oreater
use of official channzls to send remittance because the Indian sconomic
development already proved that the foreign earnings which come throogh 2
formal way astomancally have a pesiove impact on soongmuc development,
In order to take place robust erowth of the cconomy of Bangladesh, it is
essennal o ensore the mcreasme wend of mfiow of rermpance which
arcouont for 34 percent of our'expon eamings and 11.14 perceat of gur GDP
(BER. 2D14). So zevemment should attach top priorne in this respect
Moregver, Bangladesh 15 considered as proneer in Miorofinance but sall this
temittance secior is sntapped by many MFEIS and NGOs=.
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Appendix-1
Flow of Migration from Bangladesh over Different Period

. Workers category Remittance
Year - Tatal =
Professional| Skilled | 3531, | Un-skilled Million U'SS

1576 568 1773 Y773 31 6027 2371
1977 1766 647 6447 7622 15723 £278
1978 3455 £190 8150 10112 22809 106 50
io7g ETTET] 7005 700s 12311 24105 172,
1930 1083 12200 | 12286 | 13338 30073 301 33
1081 3802 2432 | 2343 | 274 55757 30128
1982 3598 20611 | 20811 | 24081 62762 100 7/
1953 1822 15932 | 1g9se | 33361 39770 §27 51
1984 2612 17183 | 17183 | 31405 36714 500.00
1983 1368 28205 | 28225 | 39078 77694 500.00
1085 2210 25704 | 26704 | 30889 AREIS §7620
1937 222% 73330 | 23g3@ | 3339 74017 747 63
1683 2670 23286 | 23236 | 20338 6812 743 0D
1250 3325 ags20 | 3ss2p | 3mozn 101724 | 7578
1500 6003 33613 | 33613 | 4u4m 103514 | 781.52
1201 9024 46887 | 46887 | 58ai13 147131 76030

I
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Year

Workers category

Professional] Skilled

Semi-
slcilled

Total

Kemittanca
NIflian U85

1902 13T 30689 877 93083 158124 oLey

1583 11112 Ti662 aales 03566 244588 1006 a0
1004 8320 all0 45519 o377 186316 1153.54
1905 6352 59907 ¥ ThE] BO220 187343 120152
120g 3J1EE 6431 S4GED 185536 211714 135534
1907 Fi9T 83211 43558 115511 231077 152503

1904

oima

N

21590

26706567

138623

1909

24E

GRAI0

44827

268182

150662

2000

10062

S96n

26461

3

BI9Z

227636

193403

2001

3040

42742

o702

109381

1880a5

207103

202

14458

SEI6S

3002%

118516

R
223500

7847 70

2005 13862 Fa3a0 8236 133552 R FET] AT e
20 B 1] 110077 28327 122252 272058 357376
2005 1943 113653 24348 1YF556 AT 7 480200
2080 03 [ ERELE JEEL 15 231158 aglate 397280
=007 oG I6535%| I18367= | 4855 ==2600 =I5 00
2008 1864 J81330| 132825 | 458916 873055 O&ED.26
2000 1426 1342635 4gbd 235070 473278 1P0R7 4
2ma 357 [l 12489 28225 305702 116583
21 32 AT 15T {2k} SeE0R2 Llzaza
il | el iRt e St ol TRy I24pl 1

Source: Burean of Manpower, Employment and Training (BMET), 2014
Bangzladesh Economic Review, 2014, Bangladesh Bank 2014

Appendixz-2
Country Wise Remittanes (in millian T'S§)

Year | KSA |UAE | Qatar | Omsn | Bshrain| Kumait | USA | UK [Matsveia [Snespore
1000 [as540 1334 |3 (90108 | moe | =02 faot | |&s |uo
2060 (9160|1036 | 6377 |0 418 | zEor |rs | | semy | iiss
2001 (9196 |14 | a3 |3s | 4408 |mmae s |57 |me |
2002 | 14793 13340 (906 |10iE | ar2 |85 |3er |am3 |46 | 143
2003 |12se3t|a0id [ 1anss |inaee | @i | mase |4y |zmo |ans |i0s
2004 | 3860|3346 10304 | 1188 |antd | laere 2w |aw v
2005 | 150045 |aaey |13y | 13tm | e | dmas |sste | Ema s |aes
2006 | 16069 | %6i4s | 17isd [ 165 | o3y | gmese |neny | a5 |com |eass
2007 |17347 [s0es4 23317 | 19647 | 7906 | 6807 [esn3 |ssae |iimd | s0nd
2008 |232423[ 11351 (28079 | 20084 | 1382 | 2373 1380 | sesr |ezu | 131
2009 [a83m1 |17s40 |333 |00 | v |ewms [1sven | Tsss |2sez | sl




Year | KSA |UAE | Qatar | Oman | Babrain| Kwwgit | USA | UK |Malbsvuis [Singaporn

2010 |327.03] 13931 | 34011 | 24908 | 170347 | 101928} 1451 89 | 22751 | 3B7.00 | 19343

2011 |3290 |20M16 | 3104 (3343 | IR50% | 10738 | 134851 | BROE | OEF | M23

2012 |3R84.37) 240478 33515 | 40093 | 10347 | 1100.13) 1498 45 | DRT4S |RAFA0 | 31147

7013 |FRICS 05104 P8R0 (€101 | 2815 | 1IBEOY| RSO MO0 g |'DOGY | 4O0RE

Source: Bangladesh Association of International Recruiting Agencies, 2014;
Bangladesh Bank, 2014: BPangladesh Economic Review, 2014

Appendiz-3
Tiilization Patterns of Remitiance in Bangladesh
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Postmodern Par-excellence: Khondakar
Ashraf Hossain's Selected Poems
Md. Abdul Awal !

Abstrace: Like st other Bangladeihi pocts, Khonadabar Aslraf Hossain sustains
the therse of mew visions i Bongali loeratare m his writing exceeding siereoty pical
Form and makes roomm in the literature, Ilence. thic study tries to analvze HMossain’s
powtry with special emphasis on the poens dealing with postmodarn elements such
as selforeflexivity . post-impress onism, post-structralisme. vishility of the sysion of
representation. namative mediste and comnstract history, play with lormal devices
and realis and playfulness which place Hossain in the theove of a postmodern
ot I a powt doos not secomstrect or deconstiuet history, can be ever be a postmmd-
e poet ? Hossiin' s reconviruction s the main 2omrce of motion of his pocin. An
assessinent of his poetic career 18 hardly complete il liis poems of reality, nature and
hmmanity are pot taken mto account, [T philosophy i akin to that of other
postmcdem pocts. Howam canks hosclf with the Bangali posteodem pocts
theough Black humor and tacabre rony, Thisdl the focal pointl of thid article s 1n
emamine how Ehondakar Ashoaf [essain might be cousidered a5 a postimodern
et

Keywords: Defumilisri-ution, cbmicity, plefulnss, postmodomism, ropresents-
oo, poststracrakism.

Theoretical I'ramework

Postmodemisin is a literary torm enereing from Modemism. Schol-
ars have widely different definitions of Posimodernism, because the
terms Modemism® and Postmodernism’ often overlap, and the
hounduries between the two vary with variation in usage. Postimod-
crnisen i3 cortainly a new form of contemporary cultore. Like mch
contemporary literary theory. the postimodemist Literary works put
into question thal entire series ol interconnected concepls thal have
come o be associated with what we conveniently label as liberal
humanism, autonomy, transcendence, certainty, authorty, unity,
totalization, system, universalization, center, conlinuity, teleology.
closure, hierarehy, homopgeneity and unigueness in origin. [t rejects
the wagic and pessimistic ¢lements of Modemism, Postmodernism
welcomes and celebrates everything and accepts reality. Jeremy FHaw-
thom describes postmodern ant or cultisre as extending or even break-
ing with modemist technigues and convenlion withoul reverting 1o
realist or pre-modemist positions after the Second Wordd War, He
SAVE:

-

ISenior Lecturer, Department of English, Prime University, IShaka, Bangladedh
F-mail: awalnammy @ yahoo.con

62




“Postmodemism, then, can be used today in a mumber of different ways: (1) 1o refer
the non-realist and non-traditionsl leratere and ant oof the post-Sccond Workd War
perid; 120 1o refer o Rieratre wnd artwhich ke eertain modemist chariclieriaics o
an extreme stage”. (Tanthorn, 20031

Hawthorn has also posited that centain Modemist chamctenstics when
taken to their extreme forms miay produce Postmodernism. “Postmodem
culmre, then, has a contradictory relationship to what we usually label our
dominant, libeml humanist cultore.” (Newman. 1985, p. 42 and Palmer,
1977, p. 364). It contests From within its own agsumptions. Modemisis
like Fliot and Joyce have usually heen seen as profoundly humanistic
(c.g. Stem 1971, p. 26} in their parmdoxical desire for stable acsthetic and
moral values, even in the face of their realization of the mevitable abscence
ol such universals. Postmodemism differs From this, not in il humanistic
contradictions, but in the provisionality of ils response (o them: it reluses
o posit any stucture or, what Lyotard ( 1984 calls, master narmative-
snch as ant or myvth— which. for snch modemists, would have beci
consolatory. The rejections of the invardable poetic fomulac of e
precoding three deeades are: wansformation of semantic associntions of
wopds; thirst for intclleetnality; relinnec on plalosophy; cross-festilization
of conscivusness with iyl seientific altitude, immersion in e tradition
of the native land and an awareness ol the world at large. (Khan 2002, p,
196) Lhab 1lassan shows postmodernism as play, annrchy, ¢ombination,
idiolect, disposal, text/interiext, rhetoric, significr, absence, parataxis,
syntagm, performance and so on. (Hassan 1987, p. 152) Fredenc Tuneson
argties strongly that Postmodernisi is a “caltural dominant: a eonceplion
that allows for the presence and co-existence of a range of very different,
vet subordinate features.” (Jameson 1991, p. 55)

Literature Review

Postmodernism staned being talked about in Bangladesh from the middle
of the 1980s, mainly in relation to art and architecture. Hossain along with
other poets who kept abreast of the tme knew that the wings were chang-
ing fast, and that they would soon have 1o cope with the phenomenon of
pestmodermism in their poetry. A host of new little magazines played the
dominating role. Fkobingsho. Gandeeh. Sanghed. and Pranio were in the
forefront in this regard. The traditional complacency of the Bengali poets
regurding the impeceahility and resilience of Bangla poetry is shaken at
last, and the poets like Hossain. of the time try to synthesize the amor-
phous ideas and theones in their conscionsness.
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Parallel to the fmgmentary allusions to the sources of myths, these pocts
build mmltiple layers of conscionsness. The force of self-excavation and
self-annibilution ultimately mke the depth of the eanh their refluge. . Of
the first phase, Khondakar Ashral Hossain, Rezuuddin Stalin, Fard
Kabir, Moin Choudlmry, Mobammad Sadik, Shantanu Choudbhury are
gradunting towards matority (Klian 2002, p. 2000 A quick suimrarization
ol the muin [acets of Postmodemism might prove necessary in under-
standing its impact on Bangla poctry, of both West Bengal and Bangla-
desh. Postmodem Bangla Kabita edited by Prabhat Choudhury is a kind
ol delinite anthology of speeinl band of pustrnodemist pogtry. The anthol -
vy shioweases 96 podts of vanous age groups-Trom Ulpsl Koner Buse
(b. 1936) of the sixties to the youngest Shekh Azahar. In the Introduction,
Prabhat Chondbmry has hinted at the varicty of subjects and styles of these
poets The subjects of their poens are insects, dishes, spoons, dinner
table, ashirays, nose-nings, websile, hirds, a doctor's name canl, a house
nnmeplato and 50 o, Amnjan Sea, by following the example of Lhab
Ilassan (19871, hos drawn a chart showing West Bengal Uttar Adhuni-
kala. Some are as [ollows: continuily, transitive wriling, presence of
subject-ventre/through centre, post-personal sell, more emnphasis on idea,
Immaniem, combined discourses of wban and the mral, potting less
importance on undermining of logic, meaningfulness, alignment with
cullural rooks and tradition, “myth” a conerete idey, regard Tor history,
logical awareness of time, constmction and so on Ular Adlunikala
stresses unity and wniversality, In words of Nitai Jana, a theorist of this
ailion],

Uttar Adhmnikata i ot confined within idealist imagination. Its inherent sense of
spucetime-history 3 fillered through dialeetical materialiom into ar. Through
discourse and intertexnality. wradition and new conscionsness then hecoimne an ever
eqpanding Timitless heauty. Therefore Amitabha Gupla. Fike the thewrist Thab
Hassan, cliims inmanence and stresses that ‘a poet has to know eversthiog’, (Jam
2000 p, B3,

Nitai Jana's doctonal thesis entitled Postmodern o Uttar Adhunik Bangla
Kabita Parichay (2001) 18 a good souree book. We can gather these typi-
cal exumples of Ulitar Adhunik poetry of West Rengal. Critigue of history
and folk life Amitabha Gupta's poem goes like this:
“This is ull my belonging: A bumt pot. a plate with broken edges.
a bellvlul of hunger
I sit down with thit, wherever | can, as is the mle.
In the Indiamyth I am like an exclanmtion mark:
(ive me nee-water, O mother!™
i Knshnadwaipayana: Kabi, ‘Mata o Mrtika' [Mother and Soil])
(transiaied by Hossain)
il




Anjan Sen has stressed the need of a new language for the poetry of the
Untar Adhmmk era, a lampuage thar would be near actnal speech and o the
same time carry the fragmentary remembrances of the post master as well
as folk songs. Lie puts lus idea forward 1 a poem of his:

Stop you traveler

Il wou weee boen i Gonrabanga

If o ve heird padavali mangala

Panchali parsadi Madha Rabindrs

Stop for 2 maotanl

If you wese boen in the land of eods. dronght and good harvest

Youo'll sav langnage is all aromnd you...
("Darats pulik” [Stop you traveler], Clowrabochan Kathanbishwa
[The Namalive Waorld of the Gourn Langungels (banslaled by
Hossain)

These archaie forms are cmbodied in the Uttar Adbonik rermey works
becanse “Tluar Adlonikala recognizes cultural continuity, it is not averse
o accepling olher cullures or new cultures, but that mud nol be as
‘detached reality” but ina continmum inflox™ (Bhattacharya, 2004, p.
154,

In the poems of Bangladesh, the instances ol postmodern peetry con be
cited mainly frons the writings to identify the insuroence of a new spirit.
A now life-vision in the frame of tadition is becoming decply meaning-
ful. The languase of the postmodem poetry is becoming richly svmbolic:

Long ago, Crod sent his sorpent onee,

TFurdiring Man from Heatved to the Eath-door,

e dug a hole @ the Moor of Rahim's but:

He ulso moans m pain daring his sheep:

Hanger bums in his belly; his hones shiver:
Muabammnd Rafiq, “Shatmtar nntartwn” | Acsthetic of cnmity|,
Swadleshi Nishshas Tumimoy |Native Breath is [ull of Youl)
(translated by Hossain)

Sarkar Masud's two lines can be ideally set 1o search the tone of the post-
moders poetry of Bangladeslh.
“The assassin sits in the nust at a distant junction
And sips his tea,”
iSarker Masud, “Haotey Parey™ “IU's possible™) ((translated by
Hossain )

Again Masud Khan introduces another tone in fine with postmodernist
features where he sets the coexistence of religious symbols and tropes.
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“I'he Blectrom hedle with har untied sat to cool:

Then suddenly the flavour of a fte flew to her bursting the centre
Her body was overwhelined and her nind wa worricd

The sound of the fte lousened her ties.”

Masud Khun, ‘Paramany’ [Atom) (transhated by Hossain)
Postmod ernism in Khondakar Ashrafl Hossain's Poems

Before going 1o deal with his poemns from postmodernist point of view. o
slimpse at the following facts would facilitate the understanding of lus
waorks. Like other literary deeds, Bangladeshi poctry bas erystallized into
u palpable und undeninble entity in the arena of world ltersture through
the winning of the Nobel Prize by Rabindranath Tagore (1861-19411 for
Crranfall in 1912, Khondakar Ashmf ossain contidibutes a lot to the ficld
of Bangla Literature. Bangln Literature has its roots in the age of old tradi-
tiom of Bangla poétry, a tradition that emerzed with the growth of
Turbo-Prakrita’, a sub-dialect of the Indo-Aryan language inlo a recog-
nized disunect lanenage called “Bangla’. The people speaking this
lanannge came 1o be known as "Bangali’, The carlicst extant exaniple of
poetry wrilten in this Tanguage is contained in the Charfapada, abody of
Buddhisl mystic songs wrillen around the 10th century (Hossain, 2010,
P71 Dutine this long history, Bangla poetry went throngh a mumber of
phases absorbing on the way many cultures and mony curious deposits of
the timme 11 date. “T.iteruture as a whole perhaps evinces a greater interest
in folk cullure than before ™ (Hag, 2000, p. 22), Hossain gol "Alao] Prize’
w1989, “Brahammapatea Padak™ in 2008 and “Jibananada Prize’ in 2013
for bis literary works. “Since the first publication of his collection of
poemns Tin Ramamr Qasda in 1984, Khondakar Ashral Hossmn rose 1o
promincnce as o powerful and serions poct and assiduons prose wrter in
cur literary circles”, Akbar, a senior civil servamt says in “The Daily Star',
The Frobmesho (The Twenty-Firsti—u research periodical) initiated by
Hossain himsell in 1985 on wriling new poetry is a remarkable venture
for Bangladesh in the postmodern en, At the same time roeent interma-
tional trends like postmodemism have also made a noticeable impact. A
recent issug of the lile magazine Fkobingsho (Twenty First) edited by
the poet-academic Khondakar Ashral Hossain is devoled Lo postmodem-
isan (Fag, 2009, p. 22)

Hossain during his life tme serving and nourishing postmodemism in
Bangla poetry in his litthe magazine has continuously contnbuted 1o the
field through his exquisite creations in poetie forme e customizes the
subjects for his poeis to suit himself 1o the inaninmte world as a post-
modem poet, The evidence can be [ound in the following verses:
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Come your raging knife of salt amazed flash
Dance of the sharp edge spear’s enchanted tongne

Ciinne
LHere | have bared my chest
Swrcadered myv cmbattled checks
Cionne then your hhairess dance the nverside gruss
With the lowing cow butcher's langhter Come
(Iossain, ‘My Assassin’, Imar Ghatak”) (translated by 1lossain)

*Arnar Crhatak” (My Assassing is a lamous poem of Hossain Tt shows the
disjunction of the syntax and the avoidance of puactuation marks as a
techmque. [lis poems dig the tradition and heritage of his own land. 1le
connecls them with one of the preoccupations of Postinodernist poetry in
the world at large. He sheds the abundance of adjectives and adverhs. He
forsakes to o laree extent such figures of speech as similes and metaphors
to ereate 4 new dimension of his poetry. Lle deconstiucts the geare using
extra punciuntions as o defamiliarizing technigue, Deconstruction js one
of the major features of the postmodern philosophy. He considers his
poctic style and laneuage as self-reflexive and non-representational.
lerdinand de Saussure (1857-1913) in his Conrse in Linguistics says that
language is a system of signs: there is a fixed relstionship between the
signifier and the signified: “the hond between the signifier and the signi-
fied s arbitmary, Since | mean by sign the whole that result from the asso-
cintion of the sienifier witl the signified. | can simply say: Zhe Linguistic
sign 18 arbitrary” (Saussure, 2001, p, 954), But the post-structuralists
mled away such relationship: Language signs are not only arbitrary, they
are anti-representational. Instead of sienifving any fixed meaning. they
are in a “freée play”, thus exploding the possibility of any lixed meaning.
Jacques Demda. (1930-2004) & French philosopher built his theory of
Deconstruction on the post-structuralist ideas in relation to the hierarchi-
cal opposition of the Western metaphysics. Poststructuralist discourse
pamndoxically contests, yel unavoidably inseribes, the very preconcep-
tions it secks ta challenge. This does not mean it is chamctenzed by any
antifoundationalist despair or by some sort of “intellectual disarray™
(Lewis, 1982, p. 22).Along with postmodemist art, such theory is
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energized by the need to rethink and problematize everything, even its
own ideatity. Deconstruction aims to undermine Westem metaphysics by
undoing or deconstruating these hierarchical oppositions and by showing
their logoventric reliunce upon a center or presence which reflects the
idealist desire to control the play of significrs by making them subject to
soime extra-systemie transcendental signified. The following lines from.,
=26 June 1381/1977 one of the short poems of Matilias can be culled in
respect 1o the power of pumeluations practicing on [ree play. The poan
cndls:

Stupid o giddy . guaking

U's with the eves still in their sockets
And tongues still oo sonths.
Where do we travel where

Do we think we cun g0

ARl of us wow. stall of one, Bfe?

The placernent of the commas in the last line hangs additional strength 10
a poc that asks serious guestions about faith and about cur relationship
with the vagarics of the past. So does 1lossain in his above poem. *Amar
Ghatak” (My Assassin). The poem’s title “26 June 13811977 itsell is
very problematic that postmodemn poets often create. However, he poem
tells the story of the execution of n man whose exceutioner is a very
unplcasant man.

Hissain values and tries Lo bring in as much newness as possible in his
poctry in Bangali literature. Lhis thinkine focuses on his home tmdition
and glorilies lis native herituge as o Postmodern poet of Bangladesh, o
re-rending of (he past imasters of Hossain from Alaol ( 1607-1680) 1o Mad-
husudan, Rabindranath 1o Nazml, Bishmo Day to Jibanananda, and Lalon
Shah (1774-1890). Mukundadas (1878-1934), and the folksingers of
shakin-bual-=uli tradition is necessary, Bils and pieces ol their writings
may surface in the writings of Hossain as fragments of ethnic memory,
The following poem of lossnin contains the mages of varnous ethnic
rites and totems side by side with other features of subaltem life suifaee:
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(There sisters husk paddy / Behula is the youngest, the oldest is Khullana
/ he second one is named Talunn £ They know the an of hosking well /
They have silver omaments on them /... The month of Shaon comes, and
admist the darkness of the clouds / Rain (alls in torrents on the yand / We
spread the youth of the paddy in the deep husking hole / T the husking
rod come down in full fury /and erush our body and soul, the female and
the riches /... Bear it a little more, © Bimi rice / For they know the art of
husking well/ Their bodies are adorned with gold and silver ornaments)

(Hossain, Thhamramani” “Rice-worien ") (lranslated by Hossain)

‘Dhanramani’ (Rice-women) ropreseats Bangla tradition. 1lossain illus-
trates e mages of Bangali ntes and rituals of the peasantry. He uphualdy
the ethnic-culture. creed and custom of villages tirongli the viability
systems of the represeatation of the tradition. Most of the postmodemist
contrpdictory texts are also specifically parodic in their intertexmnl
relation (o the traditions and conventions ol the genres involyed When
Fliot recalls Danteor Virgil in The Waste Land, one sensesa kind of wish-
ful call to continuity bencath the fragmented cehoing. It is precisely this
that iz contested in postmodom parcdy where it 15 often ironic discontinu-
ity that is revealed at the heant of continuity, difference at the heant of
similurity (Hutcheon, 1985 Hossain's “Dhanramani™ attunes o suit the
fashion of the time in the Postmodem Phase, 1hs way of representation of
the life of farmerhood is very thrilling. His poemns lead the best society, A
soctely 18 unproductive without lierture and literture is blind except
throngh the production of social values. norms and forms 1lis pocms
mnst meet the demand of time, Hossain vividly portrays the women's
activities in a realistic setting within the posimodern elements. The house
liold ohjects wre the major instrmments of Hossain's poems, We find the
same expression of the aboriginal culural manifestos from the poem of
Mohammad Sadiq:
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(Say your spell, chanl your spell/ Wave the red Toin-cloth with both
hands/ Hiralt (wilchi-docton) roar your undying oaths/ Divent this hail, this
ficree min and do! / Our dear paddy is still in the ficld/ Whe is this demon
that is tearing apan its fruitful modesty? / ... Limali, look! The clond is
runihling! / Prove it away! / Hirmali, TN deck you again with a new dress, /
The yard will be painted anew with new pattern; beautilful lights will be
lighted: / We'll pive vou the chosen seed, / and pairs of flawless cows and
cicks)

Mohammnad Sadig, ‘Hirali", Wilch-docton (translated by Hossaing

Similar to Llossain, Sadiq, a Bangali postmodem poct vividly deseribes
the beautilul panorama, naturs] atmospheres hrough the parrative frag-
mentation out of imagery and symbols in the poem, Hirali” (Witch-
doeter), Similarty, ‘Girl”, a pocm watten by Jamaiea Kineard, an Afncan
Amencan authoress, can be culled 1o the pestmodem respeet:

Wash the wiiite clothes on Monday and put them on the stone heap:

wash the eolor chothes on Tuesday and put them on the clothestine to dry;

don’ t walk barehead i the hot s

cook pumpkin fritters in very hot sweet oil;

sock your Little cloths right after you take them off

when huaying eotlom to make yourselt a nice blouse, be sure that it doem’t have gam
o if, becamse that way it won't hold np wwell afer wash:

This phenomenal poem “Girl” is a complele expenience ol postimodern
creativity. The poem might be an example of postmodem par-excellence
becanse of hybridity. It is a hybnd pocm and a short story. It is a stream
of conscionsness—a stream of absydities and realines—drenched in
gerunds, questions and semi-colons like those of Hossain. At hirst glance,
*Girl” seems to be a poem. But, after reading through the entire essay,
some would areve that "Girl” 15 actoadly a shont gtory about o woman
mstructing her doughter about ways to make mien fall in love with the girl,
The poem concems “free play” of Demida. Kincaid moves heyond the
traditional rules of prose and poetic form as we find in Hossain's poetry.
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However, the entire essuy/poem of Kincaid is written in one sentence with
a gratuitous amount of capital letters that lend o overall ambiguity in
terms of style of the Postmodemisin. Moreover, it is not really orzanized
ina way that invites or encourages immediate definition, so the terms
‘poem’ or “short story” or ‘essay” are not felevant, Postmoderm manifestos
are typically pieces of literary work that serve as public declarations of
motives or intents blumng the boundaries between genres. Postmodern
litcrary works are unguestionably more experimental and conceptual than
modern prose, Kineaid's *Girl”, we can say, is i literary embodiment of
the themes as an egalitarian poen like Hossain's.

Lossain writes a wide varcty of pocins in lucid language and with innoe-
vative and suggestive imagery. Fxpressions and eloguence in his poetry
cormie oul of Tis suecessiul, sponlaneous incorpormlion of national and
waorld heritage and mythology into his personal expenionce and feclings.
The postmodem wrters reconstruet or deconstruet the acnres through
discoorses: The use ol myth iseven more prominent in e poetry of Hos-
sain that represents Bengal beliels. He nses Greek, Biblical, Indian and
Islomic mvths from the beginmine of his poctie carcer. 1his first volume,
Tin Romanir Qasida (lale of Three Women 198%4) contains vancus
mythological allusions. The following two lines can be cited.
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“Three Goreon danghters — snakes hiss in their hair

Vlowers adom their cardobes; Shankhachur snnkes

Writhe undemeusth their led™

{“Tin Rugnanir Qasida’, "Tale of Three Women”) (translated by
[lossain)

Hossain's illastration of myth helps the retam of Bangladeshi poetry 1o
subjectivity that helps the reflamillarzation, 8 characteristic of postmodern
poetry, in his poctic language, He intertwines his native myths with the
Islnnue myths, This intermixtmre proves frtful for the postmodemists
Tor the rejuvenation of genres at different points of time. The [ollowing
lines from the poem, ‘Sanp’ (Snake) can be remembered.
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We wanl a snake to wrigele into the iron bridal chamber
Where sleeps liehunla with her hnsband:

They'll adormn o selfish world of their own in the moming
(“Saap’, "Spake") (ranstated by Hossaing

The resursence of mvths of Hossain pocms is connected with the averll
poctic climate of the postmodern intellectual stadinm. “Pestmodemist
discourses—both theoretical and practical— need the very myths and
conventions they contest and reduce” (Walkins, 197385 “they do nol
neccssaaly come 1o terms with cither order or disorder (of. Wilde 1981,
p- 105, but guestion bath in terms of cach other. [lossain's use of myths
und conventions exists [ora renson. “We are dillerence. . our renson is the
dilference of discourses, ourhistory the difference of times, our selves the
difference of mosks. That difference. far from beine the forpotien and
recoverable origin, is this dispersion that we are and make™ (1'oncaul.
19700, Postmodemism investieates thal reason, The postinodern mnpuls
is ot ko seek any tobal vision. [Umerely questions. It linds such a vision,
it questious how. e fact. it made i “The following pocm of Hossain is
noticenble here:
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Those of you, who lounge at noon,

You who have won Huastinapur in the game of dice,

(Shateent sits by as vour adviser) and pull

Diranpadi towards you —it"s natural

Then you'd set fire 1o my Jarugrihe,
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A lot of fire is frozen in my breast:
Mabadeva's matted hair 1s oo my head,

The water of Fuphrntes serutches my leel:

v tiny haie the eries of the Jast Trojan wanmin,
‘The meal of sweets | had from Sujam

cun still be smelt on my Tands,

oo Indlure;, T sty

Three Sparrows lament over my head,
“llossam, oh Hossain!™

Tewrs of a thowsaond Dido

Crather in the hoolmarks of my horse,
(“Atmapaisha Sclf-defence ™ itmnslated by Llossain)

Myth has always been used in pottry. The vse of myth in the poetry of the
19805 i Bangla contributes 1o the subsequent shilt of pogtry [rom Mod-
crism o Postmodemisoy Lhis bappens in & curious manncr. L sing
myths becomes one of the major tools of 1lossain’s writings. The indiea-
tioms of myths in Hossain's poems are eryptic, rerelerential and represen-
tational. He breaks the myth and gives it a new shape 1o create new poetry
in Bangladesh Tle emphasizes nananvity, mytholosy and Bangaliness,
ITe bidaes the gap between the urban and mml, berweon the clite and the
folk culture to lughlight indigenocity. His myth lies in the source of the
strength [or the regenemtion of poets in literature:
lhe postmodem weters do not pay any heed 1o the genres mther they
destahilize them blurming the boundianes between igh and Tow ants as the
egotistical center in Lavor of diversity in e verses such ns:
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I spaashed the mirror casting a stone at last,

Now [ hear the jibberings of a Inndred-eyed cuckoo

in the splinters,

An armow of lost bas pierced the red rose

(Rose, O Roso! )

The petuls are like a shattered moon,

{ ‘Honen', “Killing") (tmnslated by Flossain)

Hossain regarnds history 1o canry the fragmentary remembrances of the
archaic forms as embodied in the litemtures from his past maosters as well
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as folksongs without conceming any rule of wrling literary works.
Lyotund s own words may be culled here:
A postinodem antist or writer is in the position of a philosopher: the text he writes. the
work lie produces are pot in peanciple governed by preestublished mles, and they
cansot be judged according (o a detennining Judgenent, by applying faniliar caliego-
ries 1o Uhe text o to the work. Thene rules unid cateporics are wihat the work of an
itscll & lookmp for, (Lyotard, 1784, p Bln

Hissain often plays with formal deviees and realism (o [ind out history,
He reconstructs higlory through pungent fun indas “The Gospel of Sadan-
anda'":
| 31 afesn Fiw s oo s
| TATHA TS G I MEE
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Sadnnanda eaguires of the diseiples what be will hnin
The sing got boundless ol depariure
I see doors bolted all aronnd
{And) men it haod 1o break without understandine
SR — ]
The area covers 36 thousand square miles
Licnpal in between s my residence
Onee was the Bengal of gold. Listen 1o the rale.
(Hossain,  “Sadanander  Paduboli®  [Sadapads’s  Toynie])
(Lranststed by the autlor)

Hossain produces cultural-geographical-historical realitics of Bangla com-
munity through his eritical representation in Sadonanda’s verses. His
suppositions might be universal and preposterous because he stresses his
own culture. He takes substances from his particular culture by refornung
Sadanandn’s above poem that is to read from the right. (77w == 7% T
siife oy |/ G SR IR T R 1) BTGRP e o AT/ (o)
SISECRIT 8 S IO SN ) Satlananda enguires of the disciples what he
will hum / The sins got boundless al departure / T see doors bolied all
around / ( And ) men hit hard to breale withour understanding/. Sadananda is
a colummst name of a postmodern poel who practices writing as fun. Bt
the striking point here is thal Hossain discovers Sadananda out of his
awareness to seck indigenous culture. Hossain criticizes some of his
contemporary writers who make themselves as postmodern authors throush
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macabre-irony. As it is scen in the following lines;
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|And ) FFark Nazar's the ercatest mentor,

How can T relute his facts and [Tle.

[le is & areat sage and noble wit,

No wit matches i in foul thetoric,

He defests the big guns like Fakgar Chowdhury

To Praganunda Sen with enllousness

Who can comprehend his implications

Khondnkar fails in guessing ot fact.
(Hossain,  “Sadamandar  Padaboli™  [Sadinada’s  Tyre])
(lranslated by the author)

Pommodemiste” poents often mise gquestions of simplicity to ye-open the
playlulness in their Titerary works out of Tiarnar to depiet the reality of the
Tomanitarian passions and sentitnents out of Tromn absurdities through
black humor and macabre rony, Tossain’s pocms seen frapmentary but
present the reality of lmman condifions by both the vse of language and
representation of the social fakeness of all clisses of people. Postimodem
is sell-conscions an “within the archive” (Foucanll, 1977 p. 92, and it
archive is both historical and Lerary, [lossain amalgamates animite and
inanimate objeets for asking the same questions. 1hs following pocan,
‘Fun” Ruangu) represents human subjects to concentrate the mind on
inunirmate objects 1o hreakdown e conventional lechnique ol personili-
cation as a postmodem writer: We see him functioning in the following
VETHER.
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(1 come by fun and festivities. dear, the time passes aging life to closing
The sky nourishes the swilt but walery clouds
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I tread the road having the lovely wouch of dust

Kumbling mmsic wrails, and the back gets lashed

I keep an walking and walking. with silky towel [Tuttering on the back
(Hogsain, "M |Ranga|) (translated by the author

Iiossain believes in tradition. the geography of self but his poem. “l'un”
(Rupga) las more philosophical quest tan in Jorn. He emphasizes his
poetic mood on theones as o postinodemnist. His poeiis are experinental,
“Language is.. more powerful as an expericnec of things than experience
ol the things. Signs are more polent expenences than anything else, so
when one is dealing with the things that really count, then you deal with
words, They Tave a reality fir exceeding e things they name™ (Gass,
1985, 1lossain’s wnashamed expositions of human relations bring a new
delinition of meta-knowledge in lis poems. We lind echoes of these in Use
following verses:
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{Keep the bride fish in the coppervase

Or safely in the dark chamber of ervstal bontle

Keep her relaxing on e palms of two hands

Llnghes flow from flowing robes

She will tomomow be on visit to e drowsy villoge

Huold her within triangular Trps with the assurance

Cirasp her by armis or at the tip of trident arpoon

Keep her today in copper louchstone vase within your palm)

(Hossain, ‘Bou mas’ [Bride Yish|) (translared by the author)

The poem, ‘Brade Pish™ 1Bow Masy copes with the postnaodem phenom-
enit becanse Of its hybrid title. The title itgell is problematic it is often
found in postmodernists’ works. However, the poem, "Bride Fish' (Rou
Masi, hits with its full force and intimations i the dicticn and the subject
matter in this postmodem intellectual stschivm. Hossain uses lucid post-
modern eloments in his poems such as copper dish, ervstal bottle, sleepy
village, and trident harpoon o make him a postmodernist poel. The poem
uuy be an example of postmodern brilliance becanse of hybrdity, Irisa
hybnd poem and a shon story. Al first glance. “Bnde Fish”™ 1 Boo Mas)
seemns 10 be a poem. Bul after reading throngh the entire writing. some
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might argue thot “Brade lish' (Bos Mas) is actually a short story about an
nstruction o make men lall in love with others. Hossain moves beyond
the traditional mles of prose and poetic forms as we find in his many
pocms. Postmodem oumifestos are typically picees of literary works that
serve as public declamtions of motives or intents binring the boundanes
hetween genres. Postmodermn Iierary works are unguestionahly more
experimental and conceplual than wodern prose. Hossain's “Brde Fish’
(o Mas), we can say, may be o literary embodiment of the themes asan
cgalitarian postmodem pocm

Hossain alwiys tries to uphold Tis own ereed snd cullure in the poems. He
wants to hive his own land. e wants to aplift lis tadition to the wnivorse,
Llis pocns are self-roflecnve and patchy. A fow more lines can be men-
toned here:
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You all will 2o, vou all are sure 1o go. lor me think

Whether I'll go ornu

1 arm Lo go, whroken leal Nying on the lagt day of Chaitra

Keoep hanging on the lashing branches of Boishakh

Vloatng, homeless

You take aride like waterpoo] i Ashar

Your pace resermnbles the fragrance of Clhina Nower

Rage is in vour anus while your steps befriend the bike's horns.
(Tlossam. “Jatra® | Depanting || (translated by the author)

Hossain's poemn ‘TDeparting” (Jatrai s a living excellence of how meta-
phors, similes and personifications are custorized to adorn his tradition.
Lis pocms are humorous and witty in many enses. e is o realistic poet
and his writings are very suggestive. The placement of the commas hrings
additional sirength 10 a poem thal asks serious questions about ambiva-
lenee and abont the relationghip with the vagparies of the nature and haian
being.

Hossain's poems are (he socio-political representations of Hangladesh.
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He explores not only contemporary social and political condition of his
country but also the prounds of existentizl philosophy in concciving
hurman ife a8 Irngile vel undying, as self-destructive yel elernal. His keen
observation of the human condition illastmting through black homeor and
mucahre jrony leads Tin 1o be a serious poet in the postmodern era. The
evidence 15 in the following pocm:
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Sorrow 1% e vuitar that cuts the lngers ol ils player

To set the lune with sharpness of ith wines

Llappiness is such an owner of 1 honse, No cmpty roon

But keeps To-1et hunyg; Bad time is such o big gate;

Threngh whicl the real friends arce rested

And love Is that pillow whicl reguires

‘Ihe soft touch of sunshine, otherwise

Bad odour emits, Separation is such a left suit-cise

The key s with e monster. there's no duplicaie

Wife's your old bank account, vou'll have problem

Every time you draw money, for signature makes a mess,

And your off spring? ‘They rneasure the distances of your erave

The mark of such a pedestrian who's heen devoured by a liger.
(Hossain, “Vhonva Darsann” [Fake Fhilosophy|) (tmnslated
by the author)

Haossain's poems prosent the reality of the predicament of the proletanat
peaple of the world. He illustrutes the pen-picture of the gannment workers
and the atitude of thewr wwners throneh logical statements. 1lis poen,
Vhouya Darsana” (Fake Philosophy ! is a playlul poem as playlolness is
ane of the vital fentures of postmodern lermry waorks, Hossain plays wath
the formal device and realism that postmodemist poets often do, “Vhouya
Darsana’ (False Philosophy) is similar 1o “Tight Is Like Water™, 1 shon
story writlen by Gabnel Garein Murquez. a Colombian writer who might
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be an evidence of playfulness of the postmodemist literary work, Playiul-
ness bevomes increasingly self-referential. Indigenons language is the
vital vehicle of exercising playlulness in the translation of Hossuin, He
has mastery over translating many lnnguages into Rangla. Fis translation
of Greck literary works mnto Bangla is praiseworthy. But 45 a postmadem
poet, ossain translates Roben Lorestand 1.8, Lliot’s pocnis by using his
own particular dialect interestingly rold Dhakaya). Out of his many trans-
lntions, the [ollowing few translations muay be mentioned:

Lt us go then, you and 1,
When the evening is spread out against the sky
Like o patient etherized upon o table,
Let vs o, throngh certain half-deserted streots,
I he munenne wheats
OF restless nights in one-night cheap lotels
And sawduost restourants with ovster-shells:
"W i (e SIniEy
(v o, Fio =g =i
WF IR S AR A
i 99
we AE e e i wE
GG TR U G
@R
T FETIE
W WA (HEAG e WIS (R
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Uior, “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”

Hossain transltes the following poem, "Stopping by Woods on s Snowy
Evening” very funnily using the same dialogue

Whose wousds these are T think T know
His house is in the village though;

e will not sce me stopping hore

To watch his woods 1 up with snow

The woods are lovely, dark and desp,
But | hinve promises to keep,
And miles 1o go before | sleep
And miles to go before | sleep
(TR ST W e
P Torm wi® wwer s g i
¥ TERITT TS Wi AT
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Hossain's works are deliberately plavful and self-referential with more
ambiguons relationship to meaning, Tt is then problematizing both the
process and produet of such a procedore (Lyotard. 1984) and “the strue-
ture of critical propositions in their relations o the artifacts they describe™
(Iharley, 1983,

Hossain's poctry elicits a variety of responses of postmodenism in the
pocts in Bangladesh. Postmodemism is a gencrie nanie and nmbrelln term
where Hossain®s poetry conveys a Tiost of difTerent heores snd trends
e is a practitioncr of writing Dangla pocing ont of scnsantic chaos and
linguistic jugglery. He may not exist in the all postmodem literary realms
but several of Lis pocius strive to seek the root of Bangali cthoicity in the
specinl hrand of Postimodemnist poetry
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Preventive Detention and Vielation of Human
Rights: Bangladesh Perspective
Md. Nizir Ahined |

Abstrace: Preventove detentinn 15 the most debatable wspes of low mnonr countoy
Preventive detentinn means detention of 8 person without tnal end without comne-
tion by 2court. botmerely on suspicion methe mnds of the exacutive guthonty, The
winlation of Human righte has staed from very be sinnin g of oot civilizeton Wiole-
uoq of humen gghts thiooeh presventive detention has became a past of the coltue
gll gver the warld . especially i the therd world countnes. Tt is sooy 1o mentinn that
Baneladesh 15 gne of them In oy paper discmssion: T want o highlisht s definhon,
memey, 1t namee and jpatdfration: opr consiitutional sefempands and some eoom-
mendations to grokct the humen nghts vsolatinn throush pesentns deteation In
this pager. I would Lks to show how the preventive detention infonges the human
rights 1= nights of 8 pemon and hbesty of a citizen 15 vialated die o pusagphcaton
of geventne defenton m Baneladesh and to what extent such nsht is wialated,
doawbacks of preventne deation. vahdity of the preventive deteation and finaelly
ways [ moommmendatumns 0 siop the mepses of preventve delenton in onder o
protect personal hberty from mvasion, whach = the basc hamen nehts of citizens.
Its alsg examines social pecessity’ of the law of the geeventve detentinn for ons
country. Preveatinve detention shoold be used spannoaly only in eapeptional curnm-
stances.

Kepwords: Preveative deEatinn Sat2ny. =wronoful arsst human richts, winlation
sovemnment state

Introduction

Preventive detention is the most arepable topics of 13 in recent Hme
That's why a lot of people tried to enve a exact defimition of it But
there is no autheritative definition of it In the case A K Gopalan v
State of Madras, (AIR 1938, SC-27) the court held that, there is no
guthoritative definition of preventive detention. The word “Preven-
tive" means that restrain, whese gbject is to prevent probable or possi-
bie activity, which is appreliended from a woild be detent on sround
of his past activities. (Sunil Kumar Samaddar v Superintendent of
Hoagly jail)

‘Detention’ means Keeping back. (dlamgir v Stare AIR 1057) Preven-
tive detention means detention of a person enly on suspicion in the
nund of te executive asthenty withoot wail, without convictuon by
the court. (Patel, T-1003)
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Deparment of Law, Raghaty University, Rajsheh Bansladesh
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Human nishits are inherent'in human person and which can be clamed by
anv person for the very reason that he 15 2 human being and witheut none
can Iive as human being. These rights conie with birth and-applicable to
all psople throushout the world irespective of their race, colour, sex,
language or political or other opinton. (Halim . Md. Ahdul, 2006).

Thus mman rights are unnversal rights. The concept of human nghts
adopted by United Nations in 1948. Arcording to the conmients of
Sridathrampal, human rights have their origin in the fact of the human
condition and they are fundamental and inalienabie. More specificaily.
thew wers bom not of man bot with man. Personal liberty is the baEic
human rizhts of every person and every state recognized and adopted itas
a fundamental neght towards all citizens of the land which is therr inalien-
able:right Se, any mdnadeal can oppose suctessfully the whele commu-
nify and the state to claim his right if such right 1s viglated. Libesty itself
15 the =ift of the sociery and it can be curtailed or cicumscribed only in
the mterest of societv (Chowdhury. B. Haider, 1290)_ Personal liberty can
be curtailed for the interest and security of the state and nation, because
the enjovment of pesonal hiberty itself i dependent on the safe secunfy
of the state. Moreover, all international and regional decements of human
rights recazgnize and make provisions for deroeation of fghts in case of
zmiereency and of national cnsis. However, when such nght is curtaled
arbitrarily then the qoestion of violation is raised Evervwhers human
rigints are bemg viclated wiuch has been started from the very bemnning
of human civilization Preventroe detention curtails the linerty of citizens
to the extents that 3 person who has not committed any offence but may
be presumed that he s about to conmnit any prejudicial act and convicted
without trial Since if 1s based upen the presumption of the executive and
carries with the risk of abuse and that's wiy it begames aculture of viola-
tion of human rights throveh preventive detention all over the world,
especially mn the 3rd world coontnies ike Baneladesh, Sn-Lanka, Palo-
stan. India efr.

Preventive defention is an ahnormal measure wherehy the execoinve: s
authonzed to impese restrain upon the liberty of 2 man who may not have:
committed 2 crime butwho. it is apprehended, 15 zbout (o conunit acts that
are-prejudical to public safety (Brohi A K. 1938)

In Bangladesh, this practice is very popular among all the successive
sovernments in order to perpeinate their rule and suppres opposition's
movement. For the very reason. in spise of greventive defention law, the
executive gutherty exercises wide discretignary power regarding arrest
and defention tp any pefson = ey wish.
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Objectives

To find out the acted condition of the detamnez.

To know about the eeneral conditions of the detainee.

To know ahout the safesuard of the indivirdaals.

To know about the personal liberry of the indnidual

To ensure the fatiry of the deiames.

To zive some suzecstions about the present cacumstances of
preventne detention.

To show how human rights are violaterd by the abuse of preventive
detention in Bangladesh.

8 To give same recommendations far the improvement of the exist
me law regarding preventive deteniion.

O 1 3 [ e
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Methodology

Thi= paper 15 gualitative tn namre. Content analysis method has been
applied m this arhicle Information of data has besn caollected from the
secondary soures like facts, figures, data, books, journals, reports, opin-
104, intemet and so on. Relevant judicial decision has been collected from
varipus sources. A nomber of hooks have heen stidied and consulted to
find the necessary information. Various national and mternational arficles
by different anthors have been critcally phserved.

Preventive Detention: Meaning and Definition

Preventive detention means detention of 3 persoqn only' on susgicion in the
mind of the executive authority without trial and without conviction by
the court. (Parel, F-1003) Preventive deteation is ngt 18 punish an indi-
vigual for any wrong done by him bot to prevent him from acting in a
mannaer prejudicial te the state. It is a pre-tnal internment. Although there
£xist preventive detenton Law darectly or indirecty all over the world but
thers is no authoritative definition of the tesm preventive detention doe to
difference 1n application of the law dunng emergencies or m both tme of
peace and emereencies
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In Rex v. Halliday: Fxparte Zolding (Rex v Halliday, Fxparre Zolding
1917 )case the expression preventive delention was osed for thefust ttme
in Britain (Bhudyan, Md. J. H, 2004).

The waord preventive means restraint, whase object to prevent probahie or
possible activity, which is apprehended from would-be detenu on grounds
of his activities and detention means that the person who detamed Tiberty
o 2o nowhere for the very feason preventive detention necessarily
involved the detenition of apeson. Preventive detention means detention,
e aim of which is to prevent a person from doing something which is
likely' D endanser peace or safehy’ of causing public disorder. Preventng
detention means detention of a person wathout ial andconvection by the
court but merely on suspicion i the minds of the executive avthent: In
Rex v Halliday, Lord Finlay quoted that it (preventive detention ) is not a
puaitive but a precashonary measure. Thus preventive detention = a
precavtionany measure adopied by the executive for the greater interest of
the nation andstate. In Gopalon v Stare of Madras (A.K Gopalan v. Stare
of Madras AIR 1950 Justice Mukherjee: pointed out, the preventive
detention is a precautionary measure. The object i not to punish a man for
having done samething but intercept him before he does it and to prevent
him from doing it No eifence is proved nor anv charze formulated and
the jusnfication is suspicion or reasonable probahility and not crimanal
conviction. To guoie A K Brohi, Preventive detention 15 an abnormal
measure where by the execotive 1s agthonzed to imypose restrans opon the
liberty of 2 man who may oot have committed a coime but whe, it &5
apprehended, 15 about io comunit acts that prejudicial te public safsty
(Halim: Md. A, 2006) . Preventive detention means detention of a person
onlv on suspicion in the mind of executne anthorty without toal and
without comvicton by the conrt.

Preventive defention is a peculiar measure in the sense that if imposes
resitiction on the liberny of acitizen to the exXtent that aperson who has not
committed any offence but presumed that he i about te cammit any
prejudicial act




Preventive detenfion 1s 3 seniogs encroachment ppon the personal hberty
of 3 person for the sinple reason that vilike ordinary arrest ar iMprson-
ment, preventive detention is effecied without trial "Preventative deten-
tion means this is a detention of a person withoot trial in such orcum-
stances that the evidence in the possession of the authorities is not suffi-
cient to draw up a legal charge or secure the conviction of the detent by
iegal proof. Preventive detention laws legal instroment applied by the
ExeCUtVEe primarily (o deiain any person without anv charge in trial
(Banglapedia- Islam, S., 7003) Seermingly these instroments run parallel
to the peaal laws that inclode all grounds for which the deteation law m
seneral is enforced

Nature of Preventive Detention

Evenythme 15 different from others for 1= own natore, 5o e natre of
preventive deiention 15 different from others defention, namely punitive
detention. Because, detention may be of two fipes punitrve detention and
preventive detentien. The tenm preventive detention (s used in confradc-
ton to punithve deiention. Preventive defention is the defention of 2
person without trial 1n such circumstances that the evidence in the posses-
sion of the authonties 1s not sufficient to draw up a lezal charee or secure
the conviction of detene by lezal prood; but all the same. i1 s justified, no
offence: 15 proved nor anv charee fornmlated buot the justification is
dictated bv suspicion. It is an anficipatory measure and doesn’t relate to
an offence while criminal proceeding is to punish persons for an offence
committed by him. Thus preventive detention 15 detention of a person
without trial and conviction by a court. but merely on suspicion in the
minds of the executive authority. Justice Mukharjee described the distine-
tton betwvesn preventive and pamitive detentton, bywhich one can easiby
understand the natore of both He cbserved "A person is punitively
detained only after a trial for committing a crime and after his epilt has
been established in a competent court of justice, Preventive detention on
the other hand, 15 not a pumtve ot a precautionary measore. The object
1s not to punish a man for having doae something but 1o mtercept him
before hie does it and o prevent him from doine it No effence is proved:
nor any charge formulated and the justification 15 suspicion or reasonable
probabiliny and not cnminal conviction which ealy can be warranted by
iegal svidence (Queted by Sharifuddin, P, 1964) . According to justice
Vinan Bose, preventise detention has three special features.
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. It1s an detention not imprisonment,

. Itis detention by the execotive aothority without tial or inguiry
by 2 court and

. The sbject is preventive and not punitive,

o | et

Lis

Thus it 1s 3 precantionary measure and 15 object not (o punish but to
prevent dome somethine prejudice act azainst public (Quoted by Shari-
fuddin, P_, 1964

Jusuce Mukharjee defined preventive detention as which consisis in
restrainmng a rnan from commuiting a croime |, which ke may conmmit but
has not yet comnmitted. or doing some act injurious to memibers of the
community which he may do but has not vet done. Thuos when a person
comes within the satisfartion of executive g2, the government agthonty
that a person 15 gome 10 commut prejudicial act agamst state or pehhc
interest, he: mav be detained thronsh preventive detention to prevent /
defend him from doing such art. (Section 2 of The Special Powers Act
1974) Though the act iiself mentioned that prejudicial act sgainst Bangla-
desh butit's a matter of sorrow that no govemment can realize the disunc-
tion between the sovemment and state, the act savs for prejudice act
aeainst the state. not to the zevernment (Moh=sin, A. F. M. 2003),

But Preventive detention 5 an abnormal measure whereby the executive
15 authorzed (o 1mpose restramis upon the iberty of a man wio may not
have committed 2 cnime but who, it i apprehended, & about to commmt
acts that are prejudicial to peblic safety’ efc. Preveniive detention makes
an mroad on the personal liberty of a citizen without the safegnards mher-
ent in a formal trial before a judicial mbunal and it must be jealousiv kept
within the bounds fixed for if by the constimtion and relevant law. (Ram
Krisivoma v State of Deiln ATR [933) The Indian Supreme Court
ohserved, “Preventive defention is a serious imvasion of personal liberty
and such meager safcgoard as the constitution has provided aganst the
improper exercise of the power must be jealously waiched and enforced
by the'court. Since fhe preventive detention laws allow pmch unlimited
powers to the sxecative apthonties to arrest and detention 2 parson, 35 3
result, every sovarnment gse this law in order to protect their pelitical
interest, stability ofc. in the name of the security and interest of the state.
Consequently many timies detaming authonties violate fundamental righis
of the cittzen and abyse the powers given under preventve deiention laws
to satisfy the sovemnient
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Justification of Preventive Detention

Though preventive detention 15 2 seripus mvasien of personal hibertv and
an abnormal measure of cortalling personal liberty of an indmadeal bot
miany countries contain of eract preventive detention law ither i war ar
in peace time. What is the justfication or philesophyv behind enacting
such law?

Preventive detention in case of emersency of war 15 well recosnized
becagse national securty and nterest are foore important than the
personal liberty of citizen. Personal liberty depents upon the safe security
of the state. Consideningz the: justification for preventive: detention Lord
Aflanson in R v. Halliday abserved, “Whese preventive justice 1s putted in
force some suffering and inconvenience may be caused to the suspecied
person™. This 15 mevitahle. But the sufferines 15 inflicted for something
nmch more important than his liberty or convenience, namely for secor-
ing the public safety and the defense of the realm Similar view also
exposed by Lord Alfred Dennine. He said that i there are traitors in our
midst. we cannot afford to until we catch them in the act of blowing up
our bridees or giving our mulitarvsecrets te the enemy. We cannotmun the
risk of leaving them at larse. We must detain them on suspicion (Bhoivan,
Md 1 H, 2004,

All mternational and remonal decuments of luman niehis receenize and
make provision for derozation of nighis in case of emergency andnational
crisis. In recent times. the necessity of having-such provision in time of
peace has been felt to prevent anti-social and subversive elements from
imperling existence and welfare of states. The mling government justi-
fies the practice of preventive defention by saving without this law cous-
try could not b2 adnmnistersd and this law 1s a must to run the government
and 10 suppress terronsm, it is essential 1o control anti-spcial activities.
The former general secretary of Bangladesh Awami Ieague has said
“The Special Powers Act was infroduced to comibat lootins of palice
station, setiing fire on juie zodowns. siozan Muslim Bensal, Noxalite
actvities and above all to combat the nefariogs endency to destroy the
sovereignty of the state (Sofian, Md. A A, 2008). Thouzgh there are




justifications behind the practice of preventive detention in peace time bit
in times of peace preventnve detention is net at all known in all democratic
countries, speciaily developed coontries. The greatest constifutional
expertise of India has explamned one of the reasens of mcorporation of
preventive defention in India as “there mav be many' parties and persons
who may not be patient enough to follow constituttonal methods but are
impatient i reaching their abjective and for that purpose they resort to
unconstitutional methods, and then there mav be alarse number of people
who have to be detamned by the execotive. In such a situation, woold it be
possibie for the executrve (o prepare the cases onlyv doall that necessary
to satisfy the eclaborate l£eal procedure prescribed. Hence the virfual
necessity of the law of preventive detention i certain situation can hardly
be over estmated.

History of Preventive Detention

In the case Rex. v. Halliday. the expression. the word Preventnve detention
was used in Britam first time. Preventove detention was first introeduced in
pur sub-continent in 1818 by the Bengal State Prisoners Registration (i)
The Presidencies of Madras and Bombay made similar rezulations in
1819 and 1827 In 1933 throuch zovernment of India Act, provided for
scope of Preventive detention and under the Defence of Intdia Ordinance
was promulgated. Afterward it was transferred into the Defense India Act
1039 and continued until the fime of Indvworlidwar. Defénse Act, 1915
also provided the scope Preventive detention. The Indian Constitution
empowers the parliament to lemslate on preventive subject to limitation
laid down by Article 279 In India the Preventive detention was enacted
in 1850 as named “Preventive Detention Act, 19307, Afterward, it was
amended and replaced bv Maintenance of Intemal Security Act, (MISA)
1971, Preventive detention also introduced by Forzien Exchanee and
Prevention of Smugeling Activities Act (COFEPOSA) 1974, National
Securiry Act 1980, The Essenntial Services Mainienance Act (EMS) 1981,
and lasthy by the Terronst and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act
1985, In Pakistan through Public Safety Ordinance Act 1949, Public
Safety Act (Amendment) 19350, Public Safety Ordinance 1952 and lastly
The Secunty of Pakistan Act 1932 were provaded Preventve deiention in
varigys ways. The constiianien of Pakastan of 1936 and 1962 empowered
and also cansfiitution of 1973 empowered parliament of Palostan {0 enact
Preventive detention laws.
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In the original constitution of Bangladesh, therz was no provision mtrg-
docing for Preventive detention. But through 4th amendment by “The
Special Powers Act 1974" (9thFebruary) enacted Preventive detention act
which was an anti-people black 1w that 1= still continuing. After enacting
the provision by the Special Powers Act, then sovemment used Proven-
tive defention against the iribal people: of Chittazong: Hill Tracts and
aoainst the suspected members of Jatio Shemastantitik Dol and Shorbo-
hara Party. Later on, the Jatio Party Government vssd this proventive
detention asanst Asvami | eague and BNP during their regime (1982-00).
But unfortunately, two elected parties BNP Govt (1991-93) and Awami
Lezoue Govt (1996-2001) used it 1o oppress the opposition party
severely.

Preventive Detention in the Light of Bangladesh Constitution

The first constitution of Bangiadesh had no provasion of preventive deten-
tion. It has been added on the constitotion by the 2nd amendment of the
canstitution 1 1973 Preventrve detention has hesn legalized tn Banzia-
desh by the article 33 of the Constimtion of Bangladesh It has been stated
in article 33, “Safeenards as to arrest and:detention.

(1) No person who is arrested shall be detained in custods” without
being informed. as soon as may not be of the srounds for such
atrest, nor shall be deniad the righ! to consuoit and be defended by
a lezal practitionsr of his choice.

(2) Every person who s arrested and detained n custody shall be
produced before the nearest magsistrate within 2 period of twenty
four hours of such arrest, excloding the tme necessary for the
journey fram the place of arrest o the court of the magstrate, and
no such person shall be detained in costody beyoad the said period
without the authonty of a magistrate.

{(3) Naothing in claoses and shall apply to any person- (a) who for the
time beinge 5 an enenyy alien; or (b) who s arrested or detamned
under any law providing for preventive detention.




(4) No law providing-for preventive detentien shall authorize the
detention of a person for a period excesding siX months unless an
athvisory board consisting of three persons, of whom two shall be
persons wha are, or have heen, or are qualtfied to be appointed as,
Judees of the Supreme Court and the other shall be a person who
is a senior officer m the senvice of the Republic, has, after afford-
ine him an opportunity of being heard i person. reported before
the expiration of the said period of six months that theprs is, in ifs
opinion, sufficient canse for such detention

(3yWhen any person is detained i pursvance of an arder made under
any law providing for preventive detention, the agthority making
the order shall, as soon as may be; communicate (o such person the
grgunds on which the order has been made, and shall afford him
the earhiest oppormaity of maling a representation against the
proer.

(6) Parliarnent may be 1w preseribes the procedure to he followed by
an Advisory Beard in an inguiry under clanse™

The Special Powers Act 1974 has also described the provision of preven-
tive detention.

The Parliament on Febrsary 9, 1974 enacted the black law, “Special
Powers Act, 1974" containing the provisions of preventive detention. The
Art zavs that anyv person can be arrested and detained by the executive
authority if there 15 apprehension in the mund of the autherities that he
may comnu! “prejudicial act” which nieans-

To prejudice the sovereianty' ar defenss of Bangladesh,

To prejudice the maintenance of friendly relations of Bansladesh wath
foreien States,

Te prejudice the security of Bangladesh or to endanzer public safery or
the mamtenance ef public order,

To create or excite feelines of enmity or hatred between different commu-
nities, classes or sections of peopie,

To interfere with er encourage or incite mterference with the administra-
tion of law or the maintenance of law and order.
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To prejudice the maintenance of supplies and services essential o the
TNy,

To cavse fear or alarm to the public or to any section of the people,
To prejudice the-econamic or financial interests of the state.
Preventive Detention: A Weapon of Oppression

Preventive detention has both advantases and disadvantages = every
other law. But, the use of this power should be very limited or it may
become a weapon of oppression Verveasily.

In some third world's corrppied conntries, it has alreads' a weapon to
oppress people. In most democranc countries, thas lawcan be used onlvin
emerzencies. As for example, m 'the US A, this law'ean be used onlv in
emergencies. There are saome specific reasons why i can be said as
weapen of oppression.

Firstiv, in Bansladesh without trial six months deiention can conferred to
the detaines. This is a had process because such long detention period is
not found amnvhere £lse in the world. In Tncha, this ttme is three - months.
Ldrsicle 22 of Inaian Constiturion) and 1 Pakistan the imitial peniod af
detention is three months.

Secondly, in democralic countries preventve defention 15 a method
resorted in emergencies like war Cdrticle 10 (7) of present Pakistar: Con-
stitution). In the western developed couatries like USA, UK and Sinza-
pore. it s specifically mentioned that onlv in the time of smerSency.
preventive detenition is applied for and alsa for specific purposes, but
there is no specification in our constitution and can be restored to in the
ume of both peace and emergency.

Thirdly, we do not have fixed maximmm period of detention in our consti-
tution or in the Special Powers Act 1974, This 15 also anseative aspect of
Preventive detention. In Pakistan, the penod of preventive detention 1s
eight (8) menths in a vear and in India maxinmm D vears,

Fourthlyv, m Bangladesh a laree number of political workers and teaders
are detained without trial through the prevenmye delention onder the
Special Powers Act 1974 knmown as a ‘Black 1aw’. But this picture of
detention without trial is not found in westem countries where this
presentive detention alsp exists.
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Fifthlv, the preventive detention under the Special Powers Act 1s keeping
in ing with the mantenance of Indian Securnity Act 1971 and the East
Pakistan Public Safety Act 1838 But in Bangladesh the provision relating
to. Preventive detention made more draconian than those two. By 44ih
amendmient, the process of preventive detention made something demo-
cratic in Indian constitution.

Sixthly, police sfficer after arresting any' person pravs before magistrate
court for remand and in maxinmm cases police gels remand and starting
hodiby, mentally torture which 15 aviolation of international human rights
law. idrticle 7 of Baernational Covenant on Civil and Pelitical Rights
prokibits tortire and il treatment)

Seventhly, there isnothine entitled aeainst who a detention order has besn
made 0 appear by lawyer m any maiter connected with the referance to
the advisory board (Secnion i of The Special Powers Act 1074) and iis
repart excepting that part of the report in which opinion ef the advisory
beard 1s specified shall be confidental

Eighthiv, if anv person is actually criminal that he or she would be
arrested under general Iaw and magistrate can punish him or her bot if 1t
£5 happen then he or she mast bringe before tnagistrate within 24 hooprs.
But not to bring watiiin 24 hours before the magistrate, a suspected is
arrest under the Special Powers Act 1974 Because by this a person wath-
put bring before magistrate can pot in prison month after month.

Ninthlv, many suspected people who are not actually criminals are kept
inside the jail for wrong mformation. Among them whe are rich come
puiside through writ of Habeas Cerpus i High Ceurt Divasion but those
who are poar, have no chance,

Preventive Detention in Bangladesh & Constitutional Safeguards
In our constitution. Article 33 deals with the rights of an arrested person.

Article 33 confers thres constitutional nights or safesuards upon 2 person
arrested. Sub article (1) and (2) deals with;




He or she cannot detain i custody without being informed, as soon as
may be an the grounds af lus arrest.

He or shehas the right to be prodoced before the nearest maeisirate within
24 hours and cannot detain in custody beyond the period of 24 hours with-
put authority of the masisteate.

He or she has the rights to consult and be defended by a lezal practitioner
of his chmice and Sub article (3), (4), £3), (6) deals with four constifutional
safesuards for detention. They are:

. Review by an Advisory Board

- Right to commonicate of grounds of detention.

. Right of fight agamst the detennion.

4. Judicial contral-satisfaction of detaming autharity.

Lad Pl s

1.Review by an advisory board

No law providing for preventive detention shail have anv asthanty of
gztennon of 2 person for a period excesdine six months onless an advi-
sory board consisting of three persons, of whom two shall be personwho
are. or have been or are qualified to be appointed as, juodees of the
sugreme court and the other shall be a person wha 1s a senior officer in
service of the republic. No persen can be detamned maore than 6 months
without authority of the advisory beard, if the board enve their opinion
that, thers is sufficient srouads for such detention only than the anthonny
can demain the suspect for mare than 6 months. i the srponds ef detention
are not placed before the advisory board within 120 days from the date of
detention, the detention will be illeeal (Sayedie Ralvman Khalifa v, Secre-
rary Home Affairs; 1986) _ The opinion of the majority of the Adwisory
Board shall be deemed ac an opinion of the board if there i a difference
10 gpinion among the members.

1. Right to communicate of grounds of detention

Article 33(3) of our constitution and also in Indian constitution Article
22(3). in Pakistan constitotion, Articie 33(3) savs that the detainine
authorily mmst COMMUMCAE a5 s66n 35 possible the detenu about the
grounds of detention. “As soon =" means a reasonable time. According
to the Sperial Powers Act the grounds must be communicated within 3
days frem the date of detention. (Nazir Ali v Secrgiary Home Affairs,
1000\ K the arrested person is illiterate, the erounds may be communi-
cated to himverhally, I he is literate, they are to be made in the lanogage,
which the detenu could snderstand
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3. Rights of representation against the order of detention

It 1s the rights of the arested person (0 engaze counssl and the cansul will
help the person to defend him. Article 3371) of our constittion provides
that the defaining authority must afford the deteny the earlisst opportonity
of making representahon azamst his defention, The person arrested has a
right to have purpessfol miterview wath the legal practinoner oot of the

earing of the police or jail staff throvgh 1t may be vatiiin thair presence.

4. Judicial control-satisfaction of detaining authority

The question of a person beins detmined ondsr the 1aw of pieventve
detention is Ieft tp be determined upon the subjectnve satistaction of the
detaining apthority. This satusfaction 15 a matter mto the existence: of
which the courts will not s=t on foet any mguiry unless it 5s alleged that
the order of detention 5 a malafide onz. ( Section 34 of The Spacial
Powers Act 1974) As the High Court in the case of Ranadir Das v, Mmis-
trv of Home observer, A detention order 15 made malafide when it is
mage contrary' o the object and purpose of the acf orwhen the defzinmg
anthority permits him to be inflsenced oy conditions which he ought not
to permit. In the case Habibullah Khariv. §A Almed the appellate divi-
sion held that 1t = nol only the sovemment is satisfied that the defention
is necessary but it is also for the court to be satisfied that the detention is
necessary in the poblic interest Jn Krisng Gapal v Govt. of Bangladesh,
the Appellate Division held that an order which is:going to deprive aman
of personal libertv cannot be allowed to be dealt within acareless manner,
and if it 15 done so, the court will be justified i interfering with such
order. The court held the detention order unlawtully.

The Law Itself Contains the Serious Violation of Human Rights

Provisions contam by the preventive detention are the direct violation of
human rizhis for the following reasans:

Eirsthy, in Baneiadesh, oor constitution provides that the minal period of

tention is 6 (51X) months without frial which means the detaines can be
detained for 6 (six) months Nowhere in the world such long period of
mifial deteation 15 found because it 5 dwect encroachment of personal
liberty.




Secondly. in Bangladesh there 15 no fixed maxinmm period of detention
Thus, nezither our constitution nar the Special Pewess Act 1974 specifies
any fixed period , which means that a person can be detamned for an indefi-
nite periad once the ahisory board opines that thers exists sufficient
course for such detention.

Thirdly, the detentipn has no nght to consolt and defend by lezal practi-
tioner at his choice. There is nothine eatitled him 16 appear by lawver in
any’ matter connected wath the reference to the advisony board, and 1=
repart exception that part of the report in which opinion of the advisary
board is specified shall be confidential |

Fourthlv, amyv arrested person must brine before magistrate within 24
hours. But under this law, without bringing h:fnrr magisirate within 24
hours, a suspected (detainee) can put 1n prison month after month.

Lastly, preventive detention i case of ‘emergency 1s well recognized in
democratic countrics, which mdicates that i 15 a method resorted te
emereenty. For exammple, m USA and UKL 1t is specificallv mentioned
that anly in time of emereency such law would be applied. Bot it isanfor-
maate that cur constitution does not provide such specification and this is
why preventive detention is resoried in times of both peape and emer-
gency.

Preventive Detention Contrary to Rule of Law

Rule of law specks for the establishment of human rights, democracy
which is the desired dimension of our constitufion. But in Bangiadesh,
every aovernment has used Special Povwers Act, 1974 as a brutal weapon
and a huge number of persons are detammed every vear without trial with
iz wview to suppress political cpponents for purpese and fundamental
rights suaranteed by article 31, 32 (A) 33(1) and (2) of our constitution,
namely, right of the preteciion of law, persenal liberty and safe zoards
are not easured by the constitation iself for the detainse, detaned under
preventve detention laws. Thos once a person is detamed 1lleeally
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Thus once a person 1s detained llegally vader this law he finds his all
fundamental rights exczpt the right to life strangulated in a pincer- Like
trappine. In our cosntry such law is exercised by all sovemmients durng
peace ime as a permanent law, So, the provisions allovwane for preventive
detention in peace time s contrany to the concept of ruie of law. Morsover
this law zmpowers the defainins apthoritv to exsrcise thew arhitrary
discretion to detain any person upon their satisfaction that such person
shall be detained in arder to prohibit him from doing anv prejodicial act
acainst the state.

This arhitrary and wide discretionary power of the detaining authority s
cantrary to the concept af rule of law. Excessive exercise reiiance on
preventive dztention laws, tvrannical lawes b the sovernment reduced the
epvernment’s status as adopting “rule by law” not rule of law. “Rule of
law™™ 15 chstinot form “Rule: by law™. Abuse:and excessive nse of power by

£ covernment meay be desionared 33 “rule by law™ when the laas xe
used as mstruments of government’s pohcy. Ruole of law, by contrast, is
the use of Iaw making power by the govemment The abuse of rule by law
manifests itself in the passing of and reliance or unjust lasws, it is already
mentioned that in our countny preventive detention lsw osed as an
pitimate and brutal weapon to perpetual mle. Form the aforesaid discps-
sion. it can be:concluded thatpreventive detention law 15 a draconian and
obnoxious law which undermines the rule of law Kand fundamental prin-
ciples of human rishis,

Table-1:
Annual basis number of detenus under the Special Powers Act 1974

The rle af law demands that power is to be exercized in a2 manner which
is just. fair and reasonable and not in an unreasonable, capricious er arbi-
trary manner leaving room for discromination. Delki Transport Corpora-
tion v D.TC. Mazdoor Congress, (1001} But Bangladesh has anather
scenario. In Bangladesh, "Preventive detention 15 an abpormal measore
wherelny the executive iS authorized to impose restraints upon the liberty
of a man" (Brohi, 1958) For example, doring the first 3 yras of AL
(1996) 7.618. during the 3 years of BNP 18000 and doring the 9 years of
JP (1981-90) 27000 persons were detamed (The Daily Juzantar, May 30,
2006 .




Yéar Total Number Number of Released
of Detenus Persons Through writ of
Habeas Corpus

1974 313 13

1975 1114 31

1976 1498 16

1977 1057 25

1978 733 30

1979 o960 31

1880 710 41

1981 1738 2a

1982 1548 54

1983 872 44

1984 3 34

1985 882 45

1986 2184 o4

1987 4585 27

1988 4007 741

1989 4482 8§71

1940 4615 1099
1991 3302 1710
1992 6457 1504
1993 3 660 1065
1904 2968 630

1995 4173 1703
1956 3413 137
1997 up to July 2539 1383

Source: Halim, Md. Abdul, 2006

Fecommendations

The: abgve discussion reveals the truth thal preventive deteition is an
abnormal measore o detain 2 peson which 15 serious vaolation af
persenal liberty of a citizen. Under this law the detaining agthority upon
ils discretion, may detain any body and the law provides all immanities (o
the defaining authorit. As 3 resuplt, the detaining apthoritsy masuses their
power ¢.z they exemise arbitrary and malicious discrefion in order (o
perpetuate male. Considering the above discussion I notice the following
recomnzndations which mav erve relief ta the peeple from the panes ef
this repressne law.
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Government should take initiative to stop arbitrary arrest and
detention by repeal er amending all provisien providme for
preventive detention.

An option of judicial review should be emven to those who are
atrested under such laws.

Since our constitution gives the anthority of making preveatnve
detenfion laws, so the constitutien must contain prevasion
describing the certain specific penod whea the lawshall be exer-
cisedi.c. only in time of ora® eMErSenCy Or War.

Article 33 (3) (b) of the constitution deprived the detaines from
e fundamental nghts ensure by article 33(2) which provides that
everv person who i1s arrested and detamned in custody shall be
producad before the magistrate within 24 houts and tight to coun-
selunder articke 33 (1) of the constitution and these ars fundanien-
tal human rights eparantesd by constitution self. So such a
provision should be repealed and it 1s tiie clear violabion of tiese
richis

The detenn shall be informed immiediately abont the: grounds of
his detennion wath facts and particular’s which enable him to make
etfective repiesentation,

The gppormnity oy challenege e leeality of their detention arder
before a court of justice should provided towards all detenu who
are detained under preventive detention laws.

The detenu shall not be subject to torture and pther il treatmient in
detention.

All alleganons of oppressions should be guickdy and immediately
mvestizated.

The zovernment should bring a prevision n the constitation
ensuring the right to get cempensation at 1sast the person who 1s
detamed snlawfully in peace time a= article 9 (3) of the intema-
tional Convention of civil and political rights:

The orders and directions should be obeved entirely, immediately
and stricthy,
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12.

14

16.

17.

18.

19,

Judicial detention is preferable to-gxecutive detention. In order to
ensore the proper funchioning of democratic snvironment and o
maintain the standard of homan nizhts proventive detention
should be restricted.

There nmst be constitntinnal provisions describing certain limited
period when the powers of preventive detention exercised.

All reasonable legal and human opportunitiss should be provided
to the detenu.

The detenu mmst not be Keptwith those who are regular convicts.

He or she will be informed as early as possible aboot the reasons
behind s or her arrest

The detenn must be allowed mwmediate and reeular access to
lawyer, farniv members and unbiased medical board.

Police should not be used for political motives.
Tudiciary and admunistratien nezd to be free from comuption.

Establishing 3 legal aid chinic in few pelice stations on piloi basis.

The above recommendations shoold be ensured and practiced.

Eventually, the government may add aforesaid provision in our conshin-
tion or in the laws providine for preventive detention which will specifi-
callv mentioned that the preventive defention law canmot be used by
sgvernment except in times of emergency, war or external agaression.

Conclusion

Already I have mentioned that eogvernment may £Xemise preventive
detention onhyv m case of grave emereency and government cannot
viglated one’s fundamental rights which is prescribed in Bangladeshi
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constitetion. Thouzh preventive detention 15 a tosl of consttution for
social neads, but now it 15 woarkime for sther purposes behind its lzeal or
theoretical purpose. [he excessive use of laws of preventive detention,
affects the lsherty of the indmnadual and at the same time daneerous for a
biz commpnity. The law related person should not foreet that this law is
for the protection of society and state and not for the oppression (o the
people who are in different community or theught. The philosophy King
behind the preventive detention is the safety of the community at laree,
but may create an atmesphere which  affects the community in general
and liberty of the person in particular, The government should remiember
that in an oreanized society it exists for the welfare of the people. The
power of deiention 1= necessany no doubt, but it sheuld be usad onlv i
exceptional cirrumstances. The liberties will then usher in better stand-
ards of civic. So. in order to show respect and follew the constitution and
to exercise the practice of true democracy, every zovernment shoald give
1s atiention (o estzblish the fundamental human right of the citizens bat
not to violate their rights. Government shouldremember that in an organ-
Zed society preventive detention exists for the welfare of people butaot
to encroach their basic human rights.
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The Role of the Legislature in Upheolding
the Rule of Law in Bangladesh
Md. Mostafijur Rahman '

Abstract ; In the contempormny zlobal politics the rule of lew 15 considsred & the
presrequistte for beti=r democracy, socie-econoaus aevelopeent and good govern-
snez! It ic alen ossenhal in the cmation ‘and advancement 'af citizene” nohis of a
envilized socisty and bemne concidarsd for solvine many probleme in the dezloping
copntry, The foremost mle of the Ieomlatire-as second branch of govemment 1o
reoogmse the nohis of oiizens ad to assure the mie of law peails. In ondes o
achisve thit soal the l=gislamee amone the paliars of 3 stat= thonld be comtructive,
sffectne. funcuonal and meamngful. Although the mle of law = the basic featurs of
the constotion of Bansliadesh the corrsnt state of the mle of tew 1= 2 fnsoenon
becaur=, slmost in &l cases it dods not favour the dohfs of the commen people

Cnder the cicnmstanc=s, the axstencs of the ruls of law withoot 2n effective parlis-
ment & concervabls: The mamn purposs of thas stody = 0 examine i what extent the
patlizent plavs a mle in pholdine fhe rolz of law in Bansladesh and conciods
with prazmatic way inream accalinely

Eaywords: Role of law, panciplss of [aw, citizens’ rigins, lszislstors. electoral
procedurz, I2pislaine proces

Imtroduction

The ‘role of law’ = opposed to ‘role of man’. The term “role of law’
15 dernved from the French phrase le Principe de legalitz (the princi-
pie of leszality) which refers to a government based on principles of
law andnot of men. In thas sense the concept of la Principe de legalite
was opposed to arbitrary powers (Massev, 2005), In England, The
Magna Charta, 1215 was the foundation of rule of {aw by which after
long strugsie people getrecognition of their inkerent rishis and prmvi-
leges against arbitrarny power. The famous article 39 of it s3vs; '"No
freeman might be arrested, imprisoned, dispossessed, outlawed, ar
exiled or havassed in any otiwer way save by lawful judenient of his
paers or of the land.” So, iL1s clear that the concept of rule of law ha
come to be identified with the concept of nighis of men. In the contem-
porary zlobal politics the mle of Iaw is very mnch essential for sacio-
economic development. zood zovemancs and better democracy

1S=minr [ ecturer Deparment of Law, Prime University, Dhaks aed M Phal Fallow
Raphahi Tlnyvemity, Rapshahs Baneladech Fmmnl: ninstafiy mithaEvehno com
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In order to achieve this goal lesislamre of a country should be further
strenzthened to recognise the nehis of individuals. As the primary paliti-
cal ohjzctive of electing a parliament 15 to allow the representabives to
fezizlate, so the rule of 13w means the mie by 3 democratic law-a law
which 15 passed in a democratic elected parliament after adeguate debate
and discussion (Halim, 1998). Beragse: the blopd-shot eve of law can
make nnery people obevthelaw but it cannot make them respect the law
(ihid). Bangladesh 15 bemne failed to make parhament 1o becoame the main
centre of political and legislative activities and has been marked by the
failure of promeoting constitutional zuarantees. This 1s why the rule of law
deemys To be the elusive golden deer thar the nation dogoediy spught but
cenld ot find’ (Khan, 2002). Under the circumstances. it is ime to know
how and what role 1s being plaved by the legislature 35 one of the most
important state pillars in upholdineg rule of 1aw in Bangladesh.

Objectives of the Study
‘The main aims and purposes of the article are:

1. To assess how far the lezislatore is being applied in uphoidinsrois of
law in Bangztadesh

2 Torevesl the loopholss and gbstacles available in this path to imple-
ment the legislature functional and effective

3. To determinz what needs to be done to make the legislaturs meannzsful
sg that it may truly be desienated & onc of the main statz pillars for
ensuring rule of law in Bangladesh.

4. To recommend somie policies to strengthen the lesislature for ensuring
rule of faw.

AMethodology of the Study

This study has been conducted based on both pimary and secondany data
gallected from concemed law boaks. journals, dailv news papers, annual
reports and other matenials. The paper emvisaged the role of the lezsiatre
& minimally procedural mdicator that can be considered as one of the
main aspects for ensuring the rule of Iaw,
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This 15 whv the rule of law has been measured on the scale of nunimal
normative standard using 3 procedural indicator — ‘legislative approach to
the rule of 1aw” in Bansladesh I egislamre is mnnmally a necessary mdi-
cator that plavs a vital role for upholding the rule of Llaw to strenzthen the
demactatic svstem for Bansladesh. Althoush this taver is not exhanstive
in the measurement of desree of the rule of law, but this 15 ounimally a
necessaryvardstick fer judsine rule of lawwe prevalent in Banglsdesh The
studdy argues that without the progress of effective parliamentary system
the rule of law to the 1aree extent wouldremain meaningiess and dvsfunc-
tional.

Evaluation of the Minimum L egislative Performance for Upholding
The Rule of Law

In a democratic state, the constitution vests the: lesslanve power of the
Republic in Parliament. Thz elected body or the parliament is minimalky
necessary to the procedure of ensering role of law becasse the legslamre
recognises the nghts of mdividuals. In Bachan Sing v. Stare of Puzjab,
(AIR 1982 SC 1325) Bhagwati I stated that-" Law in the context of rulé
af law does not mean any law enacted by legislative anthority, however
arbitrary' or despotc mayv be, otherwise even in dictatorship it would be
possible to say that there is rule of law becanse every law made by the
dictater however arbitrary and unreasanahble has to be obeved and svery
action has to be taken in conformity with such law. .o ... wihat 15
necessary element of rule of law is that the law most not be arbitrary or
irrational and must sansfy the test of reason, and the democranc form of
policy seeks [0 ensure this element by making the framers of the law
accountablz to the people.” Accordinge to the modem concept of rule of
law developed by the Internatipnal Commission of Junsts in New Delhi
known as the Declaration of Delhi, 1959

a) The function of the legislature in a free socieny under the rule of law it
fo creafe and maintain the condifions which will wphold the dignily of
man as an manvidugl. The dignity reguires not only recognition of his envil
@ political rigit but alse establishment af the social, econoniie, educa-
tional and cultiral conditions which are essential to the development of
his parsonality

b) The rule of law depends not only on the provisions of adeguate sqfe-
guard aganpist abuse of power by the execufive, kit alse on the existence
of effeciive govermment capable of maimtaming law and order and ensur-
ing adeguate social aned economic condition of life for society (Quoted

from Halim, 1998),
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Rule of Law: Conceptual Clarity

Althgugh the phrase has been in use since at last & carly as the time of
Aristitole 1n fourth centiry B, €. Professor Albert Venn Dicey includes
three thinos of rale:of law 1 his work ‘she Lenw of the Constitution’ furst
published in 1885;

Ruleof Law
Eguality beforelaw, | | Ahsence of arhitrary Gaarantses of

Source: Dicey, AL V. 1972
AModern Views of Rule of Law

The modern concept of rule of law has developed by the International
Commission of Jurists in New Delhi known as the Declaration of Delhi,
1959 which was later on confirmed at [agas Conference mn 1961 savine
that- “The rule of law is a dvnamic concept which should be emploved fo
sqfeguard and advarice the will of the people and the peolitical rigits af the
mdmvidual and to establish social, economie, educational and cultural
condiiions under which the individual may achieve his digmitv and realize
s leginmate aspirations m all countries, whather dependemt or inde-
pendent”. (Quoted from Islam, 2012, p. 84)

Common Principles of Rule of Law
The rule of law is the concept that the law applies to everyone. The

Scholar Rachel Kiienfeld Belton identifies frve principles of the rale of
laws
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Belton also identifies a second definition based on the institutions by
whirh the enrds ef mle of law are achieved. These are: (1) The existence
of comprehiensive [aws or a constitution based on popularconsent; (2), A
functionine judicial svstem. (3). Established laws enforcement agencies
with well-trained officers (1bid).

The role of law defmed by the World Justice Project (WIP, 20014) as 2
sysiem1n which the followang principles are upheld:

1. The zovemment, its officials, asenfs, indrviduals and private: enfities
are accountable onder the law,

2_The laws are clear, publicized and siable and just: are applisd svently,
and protect fundamental rights, mcluding the secunty of persons and
property.

LN ]

. The process by which the laws are enacted, administered and'enforced
15 accessible, fair and efficient:

4. Justice is delisersd imelhyv by competent, ethical and independent repre-
sentatives and neutrals that are of sufficient number, have adeguate
resources, and reflect the makenp of the communities they senve.

After cping - throueh the principles of role of law mentioned ahove it can
be said that absent of any of these featores, e role of law mav aregably
break down.

Rule of Law as Reflected in the Constitution of Bangladesh
The meaning of the ‘mie of Iaw’ as emvisaged in the Constitution can be

seen from the Preamble- " skhall be a fimdamental aim of the state to
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through the democratic precess a soclalist seciety, free from
exploitation-a society in which the rule af law, fundamental eman rights
and freedem, equalily and justice, political economic and social, wiil be
secured for all citizens” (Constitution of the Peopie’s Republic of Bansla-
desh). Morzover, 18 fundamental rdzhis have been suaranteed m the
constifution, and constitutional arraneement for theiwr effective enforce-
ment has been ensured in Articles 44 and 102, Aeticles 7 and 26 impose
limitation on the legislature that no law which is inconsistent with any
provision of the constitution can be passed. In the famous case- Amear
Hossaim Chowdliury v Bangladesh (1989) the Appellaiz Dnasion
declared the power of judicial review as a basic featore of the constitation
wherebv it can examine the extent and lesality of the actions of hoth the
exzcutive and legisiative. Thus the rule of law 5 a basic feature of the
Constitution of Banzladesh (ibid). But the real scenario of the role of law
in Bangladesh tells a different starv.

Current State of Rule of Law in Bangladesh

To knew the current state of role of law, it is impertant to consider how
the goestion of lezal rights is resplved by ordinary application of the law
ot hew the verv need is protected onder a democratic government
Although there are various indicators for judzing rule of lasw prevalent in
the country the nunimal indicator smst concem the first and foreminst
fundamental righis of aman-‘right to life’ Because, “no right ¢an be cem-
pared wath the right to life witheot which all other rights are meaningless
and mle of law can plav its most sienificant role in this respect™ (Islam,
2012). The following fizure is 3 glanng example to show 3 current state
of rule of Iaw in Bangladesh:
Trends in Extrajudiciol Deithy
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Source: The figure partly (1991-2006) compiled and calculated by Alomgir. J. (2007)
and partly by author based on The Bangladesh Protidin, 19 September, 2014
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“The statistics shows that, on averags, government agents Killed per year
almest 41 people extra judicially from 1993-1%96 From 1996-2001
almost 18 peeple on average, from 2001-2006 on averaze 207 people,
from 2006-2008 (during Care-taker Govi.) on averase 177 people and
from 2008-2014 (up to Sep.) almost 134 pepple were Killed by the law
enfercement agency.

Bale of Law lides, 1014
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Source; WJIP Rule of Law Index, 2014 (htrp:/datawerldjusticeproject.org/2index/BGE)
Acrcording o the index, Baneladesh haolds 82nd position in ool justce,
Odth in crirminal justce; 95th in absence of corrophon, 80t n consramts
on government powers, 83 in open govermument, 87 in fundamental
rights, 76th in order and security, 215t in rezulstory enforcement

Bangladesh Legislature

After mdspendence in 1971 Bangladssh adopted a parliamentary sy5tem
based on the Westminister model Part V of the constitotion deals with
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‘the legistature”. Chapter I of this part of the constitution provides that the
legislative powers of the republic shall be vested in Parliament to
heknown a5 ‘the House of Nations" [Article 65 (1) of the Constitution of
Baneladesh. 1972] Parliament censists of 350 members of whom 300
members will be eleoted in accordance with law from single territorial
constituenrcies by direct elections (Article 653(2), ibid). There shall be
reserved 30 seats exclusively for women members who shall be elected
according to law by the members aforesaid (Article 63(3), 1d). The first
parliaraentary election m 1973 which introduczd 2 ene-party presidential
sovernment. In Aveust 1975, the mulitary intervened and ruled the coun-
try. Elections of 1st. 2nd, and 3rd parliaments were held under mafitary
rule. Nonz of the parlisments could complete: thetr 3 vears term By a
people’s movement in 1990 military rule was over and the parliamientary
form of 2overmment Was restored. Except twa vears (20072003, muiitary
backed care ker sovemment) 3 parliaments have been elected since
1991 of which almeost all (exceptsixth parhiamentwhich termy was onlyv 12
davs) completed thetr tenure.

People’s Confidence in the Parliament

The Waorld Values Sun'nﬂ condycted twice in Banzladesh in 1996 and
2002, found that 90% and 25% valued democracy as the political svstem.
85% and 87% of respondents has confidence in the parliament as an insti-
tution. The mayority of the citizens wanted Tonflicts to be resobved
through the parliamentary process (guoted from Alamgir, 2012, pp. 1-12).

Electoral Proceduare

Modemn demorratic government is a parhy government. The party
winning in the-election formns the eovernment But coming mnto power the
sovermnment may' tum 15elf into a dictatorial one vialanng the basic nghts
of people and oppressing the oppesiion (Halim. 1998, p87). The aim of
a contestable 2lection 15 te prevent such a pessible danger and promote
demeciacy togetier with role of law minmmally. So the first and foremost
feamre af a better demoeracy 1s the procedure of contestable election held
by tiie remmes that are free: that is contested by meanineful oppositien,
that are fair: that is not rigged or biased from the process of voiing
throueh coonting and the declaration of results and sbove all ‘the eppasi-
tien has chance of winning’ (Przeworski ef al, 2001, guoted from Jalal,
A, 2012  pp.1-12) Accordine to orne researcher (Jahan, 2014)
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organisation of reeular, free and credible elections acceptabie to all
contestants 1= rezarded as a fist step for msttotionalising democtacy.
Unfortunately, this has always been achallenge for Eanaiadﬂh In Bang-
{adesh. national elections are held every five vears. But the gquesiion =
thatwhether democratic norms ang values are upheld in the election vears
or whether the general popolations can parlicipate in governmental deci-
sion making. As the main objective of electing 3 parliament 1s to allow the
representatives (o legislate, so the parliament, as an elected body of leais-
lators, is minimally necessary to the fanchion of rule of law. That i why,
we can judee: towhat extent the legislators, winning in zeneral election,
are ahle to dischares their duties and to what extent the covernment rely
on the parliament a5 the final legislatve authority after electng is legisia-
tors.

Bangladeshi General Elections: (1991-2014)

2 . Alain
Voter tarn out Ruling Psriy: won O ition won
A - 100 fairslecoons, BNF 140 Awvarmi-d=see
3 paliament | oag ot 1008 i
(1991-1895) (Fen ) Onie saded
elormog 109 tnmont
=, .} : 1005 | Tone}: farr Avami-T=zoe | BNP LIS
I Parliament N 2o B! pis
. . glecnons. V3% 146
{1996-2000) st Tocal
eirrtitet held fairty
ghp tisrent 2001- 73% mmont, boe BNF {4 party Awan [=ages
i 1258 5
(2001-2005) hrzh ﬂﬂbﬁ:& melernone | lmee ) 264 i
By i 2008 {29 Degembery: Awami-Lzagns B allisnes 33
g p  fr . NP glhante 35
= ﬂh'.ﬂent Crand allizee= B
{2D08-2013) 260
100 Pagtiament | 2014 (5Tan ) One: Awami-l2aget | fare Pame 34
Q01s- ) sided slzorion 20% o
turnnnt Winlenes

(Alnmgir, Jaial.

Source: Compiled by author based en: (Monirnzzaman.
2012, pp:1-17), Parlinment of Bangladesh. IFES, Banglndesh

AL 2009:100-1246),

Election Commission (http//www.ecs.gov.bd/election.php3®sum=1)

The table shows that m 1991"s glection 56% and 62% of voters cast
ballots. BNP was slected to power. winning 140 seais and recenving
308% of the vote. Awami-T-eague led the opposition bench with &8
seats, but had won 30.1% of theevote. The national eiscHon was held in
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Febroary, 1996 without participation by the opposition. BNP won 289 gut
of 300 seats in a ‘nearly voter ess’ contest in which enly abeut 10% of the
viters cast ballots. Fresh election were held under 4 Care-taker Govem-
ment in Jong, 1996 with 73% voters” turmout. AL was elected to power
winning 137 seats. BNP was the opposition obtaining 104 seas. Bangla-
desh mstituted a vnigoe system of Non-party Cars-taker Governmeit o
preside over gencral eléctions and four elections were held under the
NCG. In these elections the losing sides has always complained that some
clement of electoral fravd contmbuted to their defeat, they evenmally
accepted the lesitimary of the eiection and took the oath to eater parlia-
ment (Jahan, 2014}, The current reling parfy decided to abolish the NCG
system throneh the 13th Amendment of the constimtion 1n 2011. There1s
10W 110 svsiem acceptable to all palitical contestants o organize acred-
ible parliamentary election. The present government has held the 10th
parliamentary election under the incumbent sovernment went into care-
taker made, but the sppesition has stronzly protested and there was only
22% voters’ tamoat

Election Commiission

The election commission which is the foorth organ of the state as envis-
aged in the consufution s a censtimtanally independent bodv te control
and condoct election process but the problems lie wath the statutory inde-
pendence. Accerdine to Bamrister Md Abdul Halim (Halim, 1998) the
problems are;

Firstly, according to the Rules of Business the Election Commission
Secretariat is attached to the Prime Mimister's Secretariat. As a result, the
Chief Election Commissigner cannot exercise his sffective power gver
the Secretariat of the Eiection Commission.

Secondly, the commission has litti= statgtory' independence 10 control
election process independently and effectively. The slection commission
simplv arraeees the election: and the real control remains at the hand of
the Remming Officers. Under Section 39 of the Representation of the
People Order, 1972 the principle fonction of pronovnacing election sesulis
of parliamentary election 15 done by the remirning Officers who are the
Deputy Commissioners 6f different districts. Theserefurning Officers are
tasily dictaied by the government.

Thirdly, the workioad of the Election Commmission has been anpther
threat to its discharging functions effectively. For example, a gigantic
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burden of haolding local hodies’ elections has been put on the shoulder of
Eiection Cempmission besides for controlling and arranging the Parlia-
mentary election. The Commmission i engaced with abnormmal lead of
mare than 50 thovsands clective offices of the local boidies.

Fourthly, the Election Tribunal (under the Representation of the People
Order, 1972) can be called in goestion by 3 candidate through an election
petition for anv violation of election rules and iregzularities. But the
procrastunation of the proceedings of the tribunal vitates all 15 plous
purposes. Till Nov. 1995, 194 slection petitions were filed out of which
only 26 petitions were decided and that too very lately (ibid),

Fifthly, the District Election Officer (DEQ) has béen made subardinate to
executive officers. The status of the DEQ is lower than that of TNQG.
‘Besides, the DCs enjov the magistracy pewer and controls the: general
elections orelections of the local badies. Thus the problenys of adniinis-
tering, arranging andcontrolline the electoral process have made the way
of unfair and incredible election and lemsiators elected such awayv cannot
plav a prvotal role for upholdine role of law

Legislative Process
Since the parliament recognizes the'rights of individuals. So for a demo-

cratic law which shall have a legislative approach to the rule of law in
Bangladesh nmst be passed v following methods:

Lopislativs process in Banglaciess Paclimaemsnt

Snﬂut:_hnpﬁm.plrlimmtgor.hdﬁndﬂ.phpfmfpa._riiin_:mta.ry—
business'businessofthehouse/bill-and-legislatdon legislative-procedurs

116




Proxy Measures of Kole of the Parliament in Upholding the Rule of Law
Whether "Laws' are made Accordinge to Basic Legislative Norms are not:

Though the supreme power to make laws belongs to parlisment, the
constitution of Bangladesh provides ordinance making provisions undger
Article 93 which are not passedn a democrancally elected parhiament
after adequare deliberation and discussion by follovang noimative lezis-
latve noms. See the following figure:

Statistics of Law and Ordinance Passed bv Parliament

i Total Law | Number of Total
Parliament Passed by | Bills Passed Ordinances
Parliament | which have Promuleated

been initiated between two
from ordinances | Sessions

The Fust Parliament (7 Ap 154 an 04
1973-17 July, 1973)

The:Second Parliament (24pr. &5 1= 195
1979-2 Mar.1982)

The Thard Parliament (1000l =
1986-13 July. 1987) N i e
The Fourth Parliament (25Apr, 142 5o 07

1988-25 Ans 1990)
The Fifth Parlisment (SApr,

71 7 7
1991-18Nov_ 1995 L 0 192
The Sixth Parbament (1SMar, ol 0 10
1906-253Mar, 1996)
The Seventh Parliament
(14Julv,1996-13Tuly 2001) 150 20 1
The Fighth Parliament
(2800t 2001-27 0ct 2006) 184 06 06
Ordmances by Armed Backed | Year Number af Crdinances
Caretaker Gove.(280ct. 3M0a 0&
206-Dec20G7) 2007 42
2018 74
Ninth 2(3-present Drdinances tumed |Total Ordmances Issued
{(Jan. 2009 Blls
65 122

Source: Compiled and calcolated by suthor based on Halim, ML AL, (1898 and 2014)
{ Werld Bank 2010, p. 80

117




The statistic shows that from 1973 tp 1996, 940 ordinances in total were
promuleated whereas the nomber of laws passed by parhament in this
period was 394 n total ant of which 293 pricinated from ordinances.
Excinding Martial law pernigd 49.35% of the total laws in the country have
been ongmnated through ordinances and the average nomber of ordinances
promolzated in evervrecess of parliament 1s more than 7. The BNF zove
during 1991.95 passed maost of is 172 laws enacted by prommlgation
Only 4.0 percent of the total hills were scrotinized by the relevant com-
mutiees. and an imgpressive 34.7 percent of the bills were oriznally erdi-
nances, The most important of the 185 hills that the BNP sovt. passed,
such a5 the speedy Trial Tribulation Act, 20002, during the Sth Parliament,
was by promulzaton. During the 5th and 8th JS. bills scrutinized by the
concemed commitiess wereneglisible (Moniruzzaman, 2009). One of the
important wWays o measure the nature of acinvism of 3 legislature 15 to
caloulate the volume of laws passed bwv it over a penad of time. Forithis. a
table of a comparative account of legislatve puiputs of different parlia-
ments elected since independence mentioned helow:

Table-4: Tenure, Bills and Sessions of Parliament

] . | Noof No.of Bills Eills
Paciament| Njoasn) | Sesgons | B [peetoe |Beeaper
First 28 8 134 1825 68
Second 33 E a3 812 2?2
Third 17 4 38 as0 27
Fourth 31 T 142 2030 A3
Fifth 36 22 173 T80 37
Sixth 04 2das) 1 1
Seventh all 23 180 8:21 37
Eizhth &l 23 185 g 37
Nmth 24 (upe 2010) 7 130 1857 ad

Source: Ahmed, N. (2002), Jahan. R. and Amundsen, L (2012)

The table shows that in terns of prodocing leaislative outputs. the Sth
parltament has performed nearly to the level of the 1st parhiament This
shows that although the parliament is the supreme law making instifotion
in Bangiadesh. the law making anthonry is shared with the executnve
{Jahan and Ammwndsen 2012). Somenmes ardinance is made 4 or J davs
before the starts of parthament session and sometimes a parliameant 5ession
onlv approves ordinances and no othier lezislative function is done at all.
This trend 15, as the Indian Court savs, nothing but'a “subversion of the
demaocratic processas and caloorable exerrice of powers which amounts
to a fraud on the constitsion (D.C. Wadhwa v Stare of Bihar, 1987)
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The ordinasces ssued by president may, therefore, be called as “Cahinet-
made law’ (Brohi, A K, 1998). These laws are contrary to the concept of
roie of law.

Role of the Oppaosition in Parliamentary Work

Between 1921 and 1996, maore than one-third of the tulls were enacted
throuzh execateve archnance rather than the lezisiative process. Despite
oppesition demands, bills were not shbmitted to bipartisan parhamentary
comumitites; in fact, commitiess scrutinized anly seven oot of the 173 halls
passed during this time (Ahmed, 2003). After the 8th parhiamentary elec-
tion parliament went mio centralization of decision makKinge power.
Accaording to a news Ietter the sovernment submitfed none of the 34 laws
passed by the 3ih parliament for scrotny by relevant parhameniary com-
matees. In 2004, angther analysis noted that for the first ime 10 history,
parhamentary proceedings had to be canceled, due fo 3 lack of quonum
(Mondal, 2004). By 2005 the gquorum crisis had become
‘chronic™-according to a repart b TIB (2006). By thus tme, the opposi-
tion party had resigned (o the fact that the parliament had been handi-
capped delibarately, and thev thus began to bovvott the parliament
[ Alomeir, 2007). The following table 15 a elarins example:

Opposition Presence and Boveott of Parliament

Parliament Opposition

Under study | Tenuee |sescions | Atwork | Beneett| Presence | Absenteesm
; (davs) |i(d==) |(davs) %)

Sth({91-93) | dv8m| 22 AR} 3 e 7300
Th'Sa"{) | Sy 18 357 156 126 4083
Sth{'01-'08) | Sv 23 373 223 130 53978
Taotal 1135 &7e 376 3. 78

Source: (Moniruzzaman, AL (2009), Padiamentary Democracy in Bangladesh;

An Evaluntion of the Parliament During 1991-2006, Commonwealth and
Comparative Politics, vol. 47, no, 1, 100-126, Feb-2009

The tendencv © bovooft or desert the parliament led the eovernment to
prommleate laws easily. The AL that assumed office in 2014 tn 10th one-
sided parliamentary election will face no sirong gppesition i the corming
davs. In Parhament, the handmasden main eppesition Jatva Parry is
unable to hold the government accountable for 1= activities (The Daily
Star, September 27, 20141,
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Percentage of Bovcott of Parliament by the Main Political Parties:

3th Parliament /Apr. | 7th Parliament / | Sth Parhiament/ | 9th Parliament/
Bl-Nov.'0F Jun %6-Jal ‘D1 | Oct "01- Oce "6 | Jan '0%-Aps -"13

3. 1% 42 67% 375% 541%
Source: Quoted from Manobadhikar Bangladesh 2012, Ain o Shalish Kendra, 7/17
Block-B, Lalmatia, Dhaka, December, 2013

The practice of boveott of the parliament continues to be a major cause for
the weak performanee of the parliament’s accountability function. The
opposition has bovcottzd the sittings of 43% of the 7th, 60% of the 8th,
and over 80% of the 9th parliament. This has left four successive sovem-
ments effectnvely unaccountable to the parhament (Jahan, 0140

The Provision of Article 70 of the Constitution of Bangladesh

The Provision of Amticle 70 15 frestration fer all positive devices m the
constitunon for ensunnerule of law. The provision of collective responsi-
bility' (Art. 55) has been a soundlsss vessel becaose of Art, 70 as thecabi-
net 5 zways sure that it S not going to be defeated by motion of
no-confidence. becanse no member of the majonty party has right tovote
azamst his own party (Chowdhury, 1997), Under the anti-defection law
fhers is none from the sovemment to protest or voie against So. fhe
eogvernment can pass any unethical bill which can be detrimental to the
country. For example, Ind session of the 4th IS, 5th. 13th & 19th session
of 3th JS. According to Nazim Kamran Choudhury this tendency shows
an attitade of complete disregard for the parhamentary culture and reloc-
tance to build politcal insnwbons. Se Article 70 has tumned a responsible
sgvernment inte an eiected dictatorial govemment and rule of law into the
rule of man or party (Halim. 1998). Thus the sweeping power of Article
70 has been a great hindrance to ensure rule of law 1n Bangladesh.

Many Laws have been Made Arbitrarily Without Public Consent
Since mdependence of Banseladesh many laws have been made arhitvarily
without poblic knowieder and consent. For example, the Special Powers

Art, 1974, the Information and Communication Technology Act. 2006,
the Anti-Terrorism Act, 2009, and the Mohile Court Act, 2002 i
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are ampng other draconian laws created without pohlic knowledse, The
Fourth and the Fifteenth Amendment to the Consttotion of Banzladesh
was passed in the National Parliament 1n igss than 15 munutes. The'pzople
of the country were in the dark regarding these Aniendments.
(Ashrafgzzaman, 2014). The 16th Amendment. 2014 recently passed by
the Parliament without public consent b which the power to remove a
judes will be vested in the Member of the Parhament.

Whether All Persons Are Under the Same Laws Made by the Parlia-

ment

Accarding to the Constitution of Bangladesh "All citcens are equal
Sefore law and are entitled 1o equal protection of iow," bat in practice
there 1s a different scenano. The President of Baneladesh enjovs constitu-
tipnal privileges from criminal and civil procesdings during his time in
affice. The member of the Parliament shall not be subject to the jurisdic-
tion of anv coort doring their tenure. A law titled Toint Drove Indemnity
Art, 2003 protects officers of the armed forces and the other paramilitary
forces from prosecution if they were 10 comunit a larse scale violation of
human rizhts (Cheesman, 2006). In many cases, public officials are oot of
acrountability fer doine offictal misdesds. even though high profile poli-
ticians are above the law and the comnal justice svstem (Asrafuzzaman,
2014).

Parliamentary Committee System of Bangladesh

In a democratic parliament, iegislative functions should be pedformed by
parliamentary standing committees. It can play a vifal role in ensuring
mnistenal respensibility, mamtaming sovernmental ransparency, accel-
erating administrative dynanics, scrotinizing sovernmiental policizs and
holding the executive answerable to the parliament. But due o the
dvsfunctional natre of the parhament, standing commitizes had a
number of serioys limitations.
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Sample Performance of the Standing Commutiees in the Parliament

Types Sth Tth Sth
Parliament | Parliament | Parliament

Tetal Commutiess 46 46 13

Total Meetings 1388 1483 1242

Average Meclings, 6.03 646 8.63

fper cemmnuties, per yvear)

'rl'ﬂtal repu:_t sohmitted 49 23 4

{per commities)

Averase report subnutted B

(per commitiee) 107 0.61 098

Commutiees did not prodoce

any' repart 30 29 10

Sonrce: Rahman (2007) gquoted from Moniruzzaman, M (2007)

Table shows that the total number of committees formed during the three
parliaments was almost the same. It indicaies that the conmuties syvsiem
failed to provide the intended service. A mile regarding the standing com-
mutiee states that. ‘all government Bills mtraduced 1o Parhament would
be referred to a standing commiites for exarnination and report ta parlia-
ment before the Bill was taken up by the House for immediate considera-
tion’. However anoilier clagse in the 1aw adds that, ‘certain Kinds of Bills
cannot be referred to any comumties”. This makes theeearlier rule weak-as
the sovernment can easily apply s discrebonary power based on this
later clause to prevent any Bill it wants frem zome to the standing com-
mittee (Monwrvzzaman, 2009). Azain romister mav be a member of the
commmties which siill rémains as an undemocratic grovision.

Delegated Legislation

The constimtion of Bangladesh has expressiv allowed (the provision of
article 6&5) parliament to delegate its lezislative power. It is now a well
settied principle that the lezislature can delegate some of is lszislative
power to the admimistration. Duoe te the tremendous pressure on
parliament’s functioning the importance and necessaty of delecated legs-
lation can no way he negated. But in most cases these laws have heen
made viplating all aspirations of the provisions of the constimtion. No
research statistics has vet been made in Bangladesh 33 (o what percentaze
of total laws in Bangiadesh consisis of delegated laws. Bot 1t is evident
that almest 90% Acts and Ordinances provade for delegation legisiative
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power to the executive and definitely the larzest portion of the laws in the
couniry s coming from the delegaied legislaton. This excessive delega-
tion aimost amount to the abdication of the lzzislative power of the parlia-
ment. Because, unlike m Botan there 15 no parhianientary contro! (the
only contrel which exists in Bangladesh 1s judicial control) in Bangladesh
gver delezated law. No select commmttes exiss [o'serolinise and make
report over delegated laws or no statutory instrument Act has been made
in Bangladesh Naor there 15 any mandatory oblizgation on the part of the
executive to publish the delezated laws for the information of the public
before:-their application. In this circomistances ruie of law 15 not possible
by the legistature. (Halim, 1998, pp. 205-220).

Representation in the Parhament

The parliament of Bangladesh does not represent social diversity.
Wamen, who constitnte approeximatedy S0% of the population, are pnder
represented (usually 2-3% in directly elécted seats and presently 6%)
Stmilarly. the religions munorities. who censtitote nearly 10% of the
population, areunder-represented (usyually 2-3% ef seats). The'maost diffl-
cult challenee, hawever, 15 to ansure the representation of the resgurce
poor. As the expenses (mosthy uaofficial and hence illegal) associated
with rannme elections are rising prohibinvely, there is an increasing
tendency for the parliament to turn into 3 ‘och man’s clob’. This trend 15
manifested by the fact that in the 1st Parliament less than 25% of the MPs
were business persens. In contrast. at preseat 36% ef the MPs formally
clamm 1o belone to that catezonywhile a laroeproportion may be indirectly
ar Iess conspicuously engased in business (Jahan, 2014}, The number of
women's reserved seais has now been increased to >0, bet women's
orzanization have cnitcized this measure 35 ineffective & 1t reduces the
cretibility of 3 member who i nominated rather than elected to the
House: Women’'s groups have: demanded direct elections to women's
reserved seats ta enable women to independenthv establish their own elec-
toral hase (1bidi

Violence and Agitation as Political Culture
Dauring the 1980k political violence became commion place i the move to
unseat the Echad regime. From the beosmning of the 1990s, political

viglence hecame further mstimtonahzed throueh inter-party conflice Even-
mally, viplence becamie a lesaimate means 6f secunng political demands.
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Arcording to a report, made by ASK. 147 has been killed in political
vioience in 2014 Over the election, 2014 a= many a5 848 political clashes
took place last vear. The clashes left 307 people and 22,407 injured. Since
the announcemient of the polls schedule on 25 November, 2014, over 100
people died across thecountry, 75 dizd doring hartals and blockades from
25 Novembher-15 December, 2014 (The Daily Star, 11.01 2015).

120 110

Fizure-4: Annual Averaze Political Violence in Bangladesh
Source: ASK and CPD (Quoted from Textile Today, 2013, available at:
hittp:/www.textifetoday.com. bd/magarine/619

The table shows that the nuomber of people killed in political violence kept
below 100 persons in the wear 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 shows the
fieure af 110 compared to 84 in 2012 and 58 m 2011 (including block-
ades), From 3th January, 2015 the total number of 38 zeneral people died
in hartal among them 28 died by petrol bomb. The namber of political
viglence 1= threatening the congenial political atmosphere in Bangladesh.
Vinlence, disturhance and interruption of normaicy in puhlic life hecome
part of the political landscage overshadowing the role and mgportance of
parliament (Moniruzzaman, 2009, pp. 100-126).

Average Hartal per Year and Bangladesh Parliament

In thie democrabic period, since 1921, hartal has remained one of ths
preferred weapons of the opposition parties to voice their conoems with
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the mling partv. The winner-takes-all form of polifics m Bangladesh 15
seen as the main reason why gpposition parties eo to the streels to voice
their concemns, rather than usme the parliament (Sovkeas, and Islam
2013). Far a fuachonal and effective parliament the ppposition party'
should go to parliament to point out government's mistakes. On the other
hand, the ruling partv should not do such acts instizating the opposition so0
that they can take part in violence in the street in the name of hartals
bovrotting the parliament. But realitv shows a different story:

48.26

i713

2.08
2.79
|
1947-1974 19711982 10831000 19912013

Source: Sanchadpatre Hartalchitra by Ajoy Daszupta; Ahmed, Imtnz (2011);
Cdhikar; ASK and CFD  (Quoted from Bhattacharya, D. et.al, 2014}, Assessing the
Economic Implications of the Present Political Shocks: The Economics of Hartal in
Bangladesh (engoing draft), CFD p.7

The fizure shows that the average occurrence of hartals from 1947-1990
{Pre-liberation) was 2.79%, from 1971-1982 (posi-liberation) was 7 D8%,
from 1983-1990 ( Presidennal resime) was 37.13% and from 1991-2013
(the democratic resime) was 49 26%_ Thus the political parties both the
Al and the BNP repeatedly walk out and boyvoolt parliament and have
heen using hartal as a mechanism since the restoration of democrasy in
1991.

Inter Party Democracy

For ensuning rule ef law inter-party democracy s a mast. Becapse, "De-
mocracy within pohitical parties makes them inculcate democratic valoes
and principles of collective and consultative decision making, representa-
tion through elections, and tolerance of criticism and differences ef opin-
ions, and accommodatnveness” (Monimuzzaman, 2009). Buot in Bangladesh
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political parties are nof ma as per the democratic principles. Demooratic
practice within the twe majer political parties still remains a far ooy

Arcording to report published in a datly news paper (The Daily Star, 23
and 25 June, 2014) the AL has often sndemuned infra-party democzacy
by flonting 1ts charter sinee assuming affice tn 2009 Most of the commit-
tees have became inefféctive over the last 5 to 6 vears. Insiders sav PM
and Al Presidinm Sheikh Hasina alone made some decisions ignoring the
partvyconsthinoen, just to make some leadsrs happy. As per the Al const-
tution, if any party man contests national ‘elections against parfy-

nominated persons, he / she will be expelled fram the party, On the other
hand BNF Chairperson Beeum Khaleda Aa enyovs the absoluote authority
to convene the parfy's national executive committee meetine. But over
the 135t 25 months, she hasn't called any. There has been no leadeship
change in the AT . BNP and JP during the last three decades. Due to the
absence of internal party democracy, the parties soffer from domunance of
personality rather than rales, the maintenance of leadership so that it tends
to be a lifetimie position and the dynastic nature of party leadership. So the
undemacratic nature of ronning the parfies has made the party leadership
staenant. dvnastic. authoritanian and autocrabic (Hessain and Lowew,
1894, Such lack of mira-party democracy can not develop parhameniary
dempcracy' becanse i 15 a popular sayvine that “charity beegins at home™
and without parliamentany demiocracy roie of law is not possible.

Party Leadership Problem

A talented and constructive political leader alvweays tries, with a sacrificing
sentiment, to settle all palitical probiems mna demeocratic and compromis-
ing way (Halim, 1998). Bot instead of adopting democratic methods and
technigues the leaders of Bangladesh deal with the opposition forces in a
dictorial way. Since the mdependence m 1971, political parties have
remained highly persenaiised around a few leaders such as Sheikh Muybur
Rahman and his daushter Sheikh Hasina for Al Ziaur Rahman and his
witdow Khaleda Aia for the BNP. Ershad and his wife Rawshan Frshad far
the JP, and Ghulam Azom (recenily deceased) for the J1 (Monirozzaman,
2009). This unchallensed, unchansed, unopposed, unquestioned and privi-
leged leadership makes oor leaders to be selfconceiied As aresalt. despite
the existence of all possibilities for ensuring rule of law the nanoa is
still facing virus of mjostice because we could not get an honest and
far-sighted leader who can guide the nation to a proper direction.
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Discussion and Conclusion

The whale study is based on the pedformance of the lesislamre for
ugholding rule of law in Bangladesh Ithas analysed the current state of
rule of law and emphasized to draw up the role ef the lemslatore
proteciing rule of law in Bangladesh accordinsiv.

It is the leomslamire whose dutv is to recognise the riehts of citizens of the
country as onf of the most insportant stafe pillars, To attain this funda-
mental aim-of the stale a5 aco-prdinate and co-cqual argan with the other
twao organs of the state, legislatore should be made functional to perform
the delicate task of ensuring rule of law overcomming all Kinds of leap-
holes. But parliament has failed to become the main forom of political and
lavw-making activities as discussed above Factors responsible for this are-
riline party's neglizence, frequent bosycott of appasition of parliamentary
work, limitations of parkiamentary standine cammuttess, and absenteeism
of ordinary members eic. Far these veryv reasons. the parliament became
ineffective i almast all sovemment's getiod. Due to such dyvsfunctional-
ties and ineffectiveness, a parliament, a5 the main centre of the sovem-
ment can scarcely uphald the rule of Iaw. As the supreme responsibility
belones o the lemslaters. e heart of the parliament. thropghoeut the
stody it has besn demonstrated some weakiess of the legislatmre that
should be inmediately removed. In order to achieve this sgal foliowinz
iszues shonld be acknowledeed:

The natinnal parliament should be made effective with the partcipation of
all political parties and relevant as a forum for pehtical discourse and
derision making

The ppposition should be sven due opporiunity to utier thedr voice on
derision making process at the parliament On the other hand, the oppesi-
tion shouold avaid the culture of bovootting and enzaging in regnlar parlia-
mentary work. Effective measures should be taken for regular atiendance
of the Prime Minister, the leadsr of the opposition and the MPs in parlia-
mient

Delezated 12oslanon should be reduced so that bureaucrat as cannot g2t
amy' power in law making process avoiding parhiament. The Iaw making
power which parliament intended to cenfer on any ather bedy should be
clearly defined and parliamentary scrotiny and contrelling should be

improved m this resard

127




Politicization from every stage should be stopped andin varigus phases of
law makang, participation of the general population should be ensured.

Political parties are considered to be the key to development of democ-
racy as well as role af law In particolar. those whao talk about democzacy
da not uphold demecratic values wathin theiwr parties. Hereditary nature of
leadership should be abolished and democratic practice within the parties
must be gradnally strengthened.

Election Commissien shouold be made fullvindependent with full anthor-
ity to conduct regolar election both ab national and local level. Other
defects of the election laws should e foand oot and corrected, anrd the
commbssion must have is own fund and budzet

A Parliamentarv Ombudsman should be created which wall work as an
afl-time watchdog against the inefficiency of the parliameat.

A Cods of Conduct for MPs should be adopted and enforced. The MPs
should avoid un-parliamentary laneyaze in the parliament Tramng can
be orzanized to improve their skills.

The duration of guestion-answer tme: as well as the duration of working:
of the parliamentary session should be increased.

The sweeping powzr of Article 70 should be amendsd to ensore inde-
pendent deliberation in parliament

The number of reserved seats for woinen should be increased and the
political parties should inciease the ratio of women candidares in parhia-
mentary election.

Corruption is the main problem in the administration of Bansladesh So
corruption should be mimimized at the tolerahie within the society. The
pohicy makers should take step to stop corroption.

The power of the parliamentary commitizes should be increased. In this
commitiee the participation of the opposition and the participation of
women MPs should becenhanced Performance of parliamentary cammit-
tez should be svaloated by a separate comimities.
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Civil Sprietv of Baneladesh can mcrease debates constantly within the
country and pressure the sovernment by expaosing the defects and loop-
haoles of the lezislatne process that remain as obstacie for implementation
of the rule of law.
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Adoption of Energy Drinks: A Cause for
Concern and Social Awareness

8. M. Saief Uddin Ahmed”

Abatrgct = Thas atudy tricd b exploss e reagond behind adoptin of anerpy donl,
by commumers, Top three factors were extrcted through principal componends
factor analysis that accounted for almiost 405 of the varance comesponded 1o
componeats of the proposed model Virimasx rotationt 60 the [actors was emnploved
wiich 4 ielded the factor struetione; ong factor was identified as prosofional factor
imodels wsed i the commerciale and ‘1Y and codio commercials of the product)
expliined aliost 19 percent variance, mofier was distribution facror (availability
of the prodect) aceounted for 12,30 percent variance and a third was health factor
cotumnima and caloris ) ropresented 861 peroenl vanienoe. Spedial cations mc
providied for conguming high cafreme w1 s considered raky and comsumor ey
experivaice leart palpituticne. incredsed bload peesiure, uptet omach and sleep-
lesmnesn, Poople shoukl he caretul t ke encrgy dymbs for releaging. thimet and
goting refres himent.

Keywords: Enerpy drink, consumer. [actar analysis.
Introduction

(' Brien e al. (2008, p. 553) defined the temm “Foergy drinks’ as
heverages that elaim to provide o burst of energy by nsing o combing-
ton of calleine otwer plant based stioulanty feg . guarana, yerba
mate). simple sugars ic.g., glieose, fructose), glicuronolactone 1a
naturally cocurming glucose metabolite). amine acids 1c.8., tmrine,
camitine, creatine, herbs (e.g., einkeo biloba, ginsena i, and vitnmins.
Energy drnk [irst appesred in Furope mnd Asia i the 1960s in
response W conswiner demand Jor a dietary supplement that would
resilt in mereased coergy. Lhe Daily Star12012) reported that socio-
culturally, this country does not favor wine or whisky as a drink
cither. After the soft denks boou. the market is now ovedoaded with
various bramds of energy drinks. Interestingly. though developing
countries like us enjoy these drinks al present, most developed coun-
tries have already banned most enerey dink brnds after gaining
awarencss about 1is harmful effeerts. In snmmer. people take these
driiks to mitipate their thirst and they think it would fuliill their
demund of water in body. Many people choose an energy drink 1o

b Assistunt Professor, Department of Dusiness Adminitration, Svihet Interi tional
Ulniwaresity, Sylhet, Bangladesh. bmail: shmedsaiefesinecubed
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power their body up: Some prefer energy drinks 1o water/soll drinks in
order 10 quench their thirst. Energy drinks may temporarily boost energy
levels. but they often cavse a erash and ultimately can lead to drowsiness.

a) Emergy Drinks Bnsiness in Bangladesh

Clobe Soft Drinks Ltd: The market leader

This is the proncer company is producing cnery drinks in our country.
They have capmred a huge market share around 70% & obtain handsome
profit. The sale of Tiser is also inercasme. Lnergy dinks brand from
Gilobe solt drinks 1id is Royal Tiger'.

Akij Food and Bevernge Fad. (AFBL): The market challenger

The sceond lareest market cwner of encray drnk is AFBL. They have
caprured ‘almest 25% market & their sales volume 18 also inereasime.
Brand from AFBL is "Speed’.

PRAN Foods Ftd.

The PRAN camc in the cacrey drink market as the marker follower.
PRAN commercinlly launched its product in 2008, Irs market share is
approximtely 1%, Frand from PRAN Foods Lid is Tran Power”

Osotspa Co, Tad.

This eompany 15 working in Thailand and its product is imporied here by
Luorydice and Lleftheaa Lid. Its brand same is “Shark”. It performs mche
marketing and spined 4% market share

h) Brund names & thelr meanings

Brund name Meanings
Roval Tiger The biund name is synonvmous 10 Royal Bengal

Tiger, which is the symibol of power and strength
Speed means motion/loree, [t brings imation in our

Speed life. Makes our life dvnamiie.
Sharde is a fast moving & eneroetic animal in the sen
Shaik This drink enables us o miove fast & he simngor
like linrk

This drink generates power for us to work more

PRAM Power powerfully & smanly

Source: www.astigninentpaint eom, relrieved ol 27040014
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) Market Share of cach produocer”™s braml

Producer Bramnd Name Mavket Sharve (%)
(ilobe Soll Drinky Lid. Royal Tiger 70
Akij Food & Devernge Lad. | Speed 25
PRAN Foods 1 Pran Power ol
Cisatspn Clo. Lid. Shark O

Souree: www.assignmentpoint.com, retrieved at 27/04/1014

d) Literature veview

Dr. Hossain, R (20017 write that Dwee researchers Crom e University ol
Texas Health Science Centre and the University of Quesnsland in Aus-
tralis examined the contents of energy drink, which are gold alongside
soft drinks. Their review of all the studics published recently in the Mavo
Clinic Procecdings revealed that hieh level of caffeine, one of the major
myredients in energy drnks puls centam susceplible people af o<k ol
dangerous, even lile-theatening consequences and adverse ellects on
blood pressure, hennt mte and brin unction

Me Cusker ot al 12000. p. 114; found that nowadays there has been an
inerease in the popularity of cafTeine- conaining "energy drinks” or Tune-
tiomal bevernges” Functional beverages are also known as nulmeestical
fonnds, which are substances considered 10 be o food or part of a Tood that
may provide somme health benefits. Tlowever, there tre important health
concems that cannot be ignored with regamds to the amowit of caffcine
contained m these drnks.

Dir. Hossuin, K. (20011) wrote thiat soine of these energy drank producas
sold in Bangladesh do por list the mgredienrs with their amonms includ-
g coffeine, Therefore, it is hard 10 detenuine exactly bow uwch caffeine
YO Are COnsuming.




Islam, T, (2012) mentioned that people are being influenced by the attrae-
tive advertisements of several types of dinks. Most of these advertise-
ments are postenized on their favorte stars, who act as if these drnks give
them unimaginable power. The language vsed in these advertisements is
also extremely allurnng and objectionable to attrmet people. There is no
doubt that influenced by such advedisements and while succumbing o
peer pressure, people of all ages, especially the youth, are drinking energy
drinks. 1le also noted thar althoush enerey dink teorporanly refreshes
you and changes your mood. it has many harmfuol effects on your health.
High amounts of caffeine are used in eneray diinks which can lead 10
epilepsy

Nedl, R (20130 commented that people newly sequiring wealth in Bangla-
deosh arc always in search of enjoyment. ‘They view that their donking
habit will help overcome their elass difference. Such pull and pmsh within
sociely, however, exert an extra pressure on the young generation Lo emu-
e their elders. Bul limited alfondahility compels them to Lay their hunds
on chieaper varieies of drinks Quite a lew companies and husiness
hounscs have taken a round-about path 1o cash in on the young poople's
eullibifity. They are markermg a number of what 1= called encrey drink.

Tslamn, T. (2012) also noted that many parents stll buy these drinks for
their children us they have no dden sboul ils harmfol elfects Many
chiliien buy and drink these diinks Like fwice or scft donks These
children. alone with their parcats, need to be informed abom the bad
cffeets of these drinks.

Nedl, O 2003) also adentified that alluring advertisements on some of
these drinks dimw aneation of the wnmitinted and won they become
addicred not only to these bur also 1o stronger drinks, Some food and
drink experts fear that these drinks directly contribute to rising orimes in
sociely, Their appreliension cannot be mled out.

Star health (2011} reported that Iinergy drinks have caffeine and its
intoxication generilly canses nervousness, anxiety, restlessness, insom-
nia, gastrobtestingl upser and wemor. Moreover, many ingredients
present in these drinks are not seientifically researched. Other than
caffeine, ingredients of energy drinks include high level of sugar, taurine,
glucuronolpctone, vitaming B, E, inositol, guarana elc.
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Islams T (2012) mentioned ot 400mg ealTeine is enowgh for an adult
male person and 200me cafleine is enough for female in o day. Bt a can
of energy drinks contains 360mg caffeine. So we should understand what
comld be the effect on our health when we regularly drink several cans of
encrgy drinks. Unformanately one of the bad effccts of eaffeine is that it
increases the tendency of urine and reduces the nmount of water in body.
Also, by consuming high amounts of eaffeme regulary, there is 4 possi-
bility of being affected by many discases like nervousness, anxiery, head-
ache, insommnia, blood pressure. asthma cte. Energy drinks also affeet the
Kidneys and beart. It iedoeces the nuount of oxyeen m human body. Phos-
phoric acid which s used in energy drnks, demolishes the calcium of
bones and teeth Tt increases weight bevause of high eslorie content
Moreover, there is another hannful effect called genlity. Male or lemale,
who arcused to energy drinks. have decreased fertility. In their eases, the
rate of aborticul 13 increased, Sopwe enerey dnnks have four percent aleo-
hol, making it wnlawul For e practicing members of many fuiths

Almnied, 7. (20097 wrote that high calleine intuke in sdolescents cun resull

in difficulty in slecping and tircdness in the moming. Adolesecnts should
recognize that energy deinks are no substimte for sleep and rest Ir is
innpartant for teens and their parents loamonitor calleine consumplion and
Took for healthier options [or staying energized, such as gelting adequate
rest wnd plivsieal setivity,

Bhuiya. M. o al (2014 p. 1667) smumed up that the consnmption of lngh
caffcine content enerpy drinks has inereased markedly in recent yvears.
Most of the beveruge companies in Hangladesh are not following regula-
tion of energy drinks, including content lubeling and heallh wamings.

Rationale of the Smudy

Energy drink is popularly considered as one of the drinks for releasing
thirst and ensuring refreshment. But it is one of the adversely affecting
dinks over human body. In spite of having much more negative conse-
guences of dnnking these beverages, some marketers are making pood
profit out of it. This stady will try o find oot what kinds of forces are
influencing consumers o tnke energy drnk. The lindings will help the
consumers 1o rethink sdopting energy drink and w adjust manufactorers
approach to produce such drink,




Ohjective of the Stindy

* To find ou what factor or factors infloence consumers to adopt
energy drnk To provide soggestions based on the influential adop-

tron factors

Methodology

This i a desenptive resenrch which has been made on the hasis ol a
survey. A well-structured questionnuine has been developed for the Larget
population, the students of SyThet Tternutional University, o Private
University in Sylhet Division, Bangladesh. Students’ semestor mumber is
the identification anmiber of samipling noit and 1t is used as sampling
framme. We huve considersd each semmester as one stalum and also chosen
10 strata; len serpester sludents have been chosen for sampling purpose
We have then selectad samples Iroam each stmiom by using simple
random sampling procedore. We picked 31 samples from cach steatun.
The sample size is 313 conssting males and fomales. Steatificd sampling
techniyue has been usal, Primary daty has been collected througl a gques
tionnaire survey conducted over a period of 20 days in the month of
November 2013 The sumple individuals were interviewal lace 1o Tace
throneh a well-desizned questicunaiie to gathor the reguired iformmtion.
Ihe questionnane comtained rwo pats - Part | peftaned to gencral demo-
araphic varables of the respondents like age, gender and scmester aud
Part 1T contained the questions related Lo adoption criteron of energy
drinks, consist of sixteen variahles, and were designed in o Likert scale
format which is aiven five poiut imtng seale muges from not important ot
all to very important Regarding the sceondary dam. due acknowledge-
ments of the exact sonrees bhave been mentioned in the reference pan of
the study. The collegted data were analyzed lor frequency Lable and lactor
analysis through Swtistical Packages for Social Sciences (SPSS) version
20.

Findings
By conducting factor analysis, we have tried 1o identify the factors behind
preferring energy drink., the first step in this anal ysis has been (o measure

the approprateness of factor analysis and the following results here have
been produced 1o make the decision.
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Hypothesis testing

HO:R2pap=() the varinbles are uncorrelated in the population
H1:R2pop 0 the varables are comelated in the population

Table-1: KMO and Bartlett's Test

Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy. |  (1.685

Bartlett's Test of Approz, Chi-Square 159,445
Sphericity df 120
Sig. 13,0600

Hypothesis can be tested through Banlett's Test of Sphencity. So the
above significant value ol Barlett's Test of Sphercity rejects the null
hypothesis. A high value of c¢hi square leads a 000significant value which
ultimately rejects null hypothesis. As o result it can be said tha factor
annlysis is an appropriate techuigue where all the variables are comrelated
in the population. Kaiser-Meyer-Olkin Measure of Sampling Adequacy is
another important methed 1o determine the sppropriateness of [actor
analysis. A valve grealer than 05 indictes that comrelation between
npairs of variables can be explained. llere the resalt is 0.685 which is
positive and is a sign of the appropriatencss of factor analysis.

Tuble-2: Descriptive Statistics

T Sl
VAP N | Mean | Deviation

Product’s guality 3131412421 093778
Relreshment 313]4.0799] 099519
| Brand image of the product 313(3.9712] L161206
Product’s price 313{38275| 122040
Product's popularity 313[3.7636] L 14984
Reduction of thirst 313|2.6809]| 1.24208
Stamina 31336422 120884
Product's quantity 313135399 114590
Avatlability of the product 313[34984( 108641
TV and mdio commerecials of the 33[34089| 137707
product

Experience with the product 313]33834| 1.32529
Calories 313133674 1.21522
Inegredients of the product 313133387 L.27111
Size and shape of the bottle 313[3.2460] 1.23500
Pre stize attached with the product 313[2.9489] 1.3243]1
Model/s used in the commercials J13|28051| 143571

Sowrce: Field survey, 2013
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From the table-2, Jooking m the mean, we can conclude that product’s
quality is the most impoant variable that influence customens 1o (ake

energy drnk. [t has the highest mean of 4,134,

Table-3: Communalities
Lol tial | Extraction

Calories 1.000 0.590
Stamiinn 100G 0.662
Relreshment 1000 0.368
Reduction of tarsty 1.000 0.193
Ingredients ol the product 1000 0.735
Product's guality 1000 0.350
Praduct’s guantity 1.000 0,358
Product’s prce 1.000 0.326
Avalabality of the product 1.000 0419
Drand imape of the product 1.000 0.302
TV and mdio commercials of the product 1.000 0.460
Meodel/s used o the eommercinl s 1.000 0.613
Prestige attached with the product LooD | 0371
Product’s populanty 1.0060 0.392
Experience with the product 1.000 0.349
Size and shape of the boltle 1.000 0.328
Extruction Method: Principal Componenl Analyais

The initial valoe for cach vadable under communality table is 1 as the
unitics were inseited in the diagonal of the correlation matrix, The next
column gives the datn of the extracted values of cach varable. The
extrncted values are less than the initinl valoe beenuse all the 16 fuctors
will not be retained and this will be explained later in (he analysis. Table
3 shows how much of the varinnce in the varables has been accounted for
by the extracted factors. Por instance over 66 percent of the variancee in
Stamina is accounted for while almost 62 percent of the varance in

midel/s used in the commercials s accounted for




Table—4: Total Variance Explained

K xiracilon Sums oT Holslion Samy of

Inltlal Eigen values Sguared Leadings Squnred Loadings
- : £ E F ¢ i
b | 4 & o 4 1 I
5o i F I 8 3
¥ i : Y E
F G i & 3

1 |2972] 18575 | 18.575]2972] 1K.575] 18.575 | 2.525]15.783

2 |1.968] 12.300 | 30.875]1.068| 12.300] 30,875 | 2.073(12,953 (28,736
1.378| 8.613| 3048711378 R.613| 30487 | 1.720(10.751 |29487
1287 8047 47.534

]

4

S [1.102] 689154428
6 (10| 631160736
7
8
B

.
E.A
=l
o

00531 5055 6o
0839 5246 71937
D718 4489 | 76426
10 [0677] 34.129| 80.654
L1 [0.653] 4.08] | 84725
12 (0614 3839] 88.94
13 [0.550] 3436] 9200
14 |0476] 2.977| 94987
15 [0419] 2,617 97.605

16 03831 2.395 100.000]
Fixtnemim Methodd Principnl Clampinent Annly=in

Source: Field survey, 2013

From the output of (abled shows extmetion sums ol squared loadings
show those vanables that are retained. Here 3 components are retained
which have total 39.49% of the total variance We noticed that the lirst
factor accounts for 18.575 pavent of the varance, the second 12.30
percent and the third 8.613 percent.
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Dieterminatdon of the number of the factors

BOWe are exbracH g Sl Tactors hasing siger-ralueis wmores than one ot

e talee top thras factors.
®

and that's why we gre extracting top three factors

to e satractsd

E=a fij ok
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& ‘ . b " ix ] '

12 T wiE Hlmr.;-l
Figure-1: Seree plot
Component (Factor) Matris

Liooking at the tatile-3 Delowr; wie can 8 the Tactor loadings for each A -
dhle We ssment 8cross sachrowr, and mghlighted the Tactor that sach -warn-
ahle loaded most srongly o (by suppress-smdal cosfficient below O S00

TFable-5: Fotated Component Matrix

The curmilatdwe ~artance of 3 Tactors 153749 % which s sabafactors

Sores plot (figursl) gives an idea dbhout the number of factors to ls
gadracted, The following Scres plot also shows the dumber of factors

Compon ent

1

2z

3

IModelizg usedin the conmercials [

T and radio cotmnmerci alz of the groduct |

Product’'s popularityr

Froduct’s quantty

FPrestize attached with the product

Prodoct’'s price

Eeduction of fhurst

Se-dilability of the product

Q.521

T




| Product s quality
Exptne nce with the product
Siee and shape of the boltle

Brand image of the product

Ingredients of the product

Stamina 0.795
Calories 0.722
Refreshment

Extmction Method: Principal Component Analysis,
Rotation Methad: Vanmax with Kaise r Normalization,

Rased on these factors loadings (tuble-5), we can find our chjectives by
labeling the three factors:

Table-6: Factor labeling

Factor Factor Tamding | Variables included in
importance the factor
(% variance
expluined)
] Promotional 0.770 Model/s used in the
factor commercinls
@ 0.672 TV and radio
(5>75%) commercials ol the
product
12 Distribution 0.631
factor Availability of the
(12.30%) preduct
I3 Health factor 0.795 Stamina
(B.613%) 0.722 Calories

* 84 percent of the respondents are male and 87 percent of the respondents
fall in the age group of 20-24 years.

* Promotiontl Tactor (F1) such as Model/s used in the commercials in
addition to TV and mdio conunercials of the produet are influenced very
strongly on the respondents”  adoption of energy drnks. because Il
(table-6) it has explained almost 19 percent vanance
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* Distabution Tactor (F2), for indance, availubility of the product has
also dominion over respondents” adoption of such drnks; it explains
12,30 pereent |lable-6) variance

* llealth factor (13}, variables such as Stamina and Crlorics are strong
influcitial in taking eporsy drinks among respondents. it shows
almost 8.01 percent table-6) variunce,

Conclusion

* TLis o greal concern that respondents luke energy drnks giving most
prionty on the promotional matlers instead of product goality, price
and ingredients. Therelore, they are overooking the level of calleine
attached on these; expants aarce consumpion of more than 400 me of
caffeine a day is considored high and consumer mav experience heart
palpitutions, increased blood pressure, upsel stomuach and sleepless-
ness. Penple shiould be carelul to ke energy drinks for releasing
thirst and getling relreshient

» As Manufactorers of enerov drink shave wide distrbution nerwork
acrows the couritry (o make these dnnks available, consumers can
also find other Muids” mamuaclurer products available in the market,
s0 They can take water or ather [luids as substitute of energy drinks.

* Most consumers think that encrey drinks will give them good stamiun
and calories. 1n fact. these drinks provide an intial jolt and inercase
alertness. There are down sides 1o high ealleine and sugar consump-
tiom, They have to he aware of the Tong running health hazard such as
demolishes the caleium of bones and tectl, reduces the oxygen in
body and decrcases fertility for both male and female.

* Clonsumners cun put pressure o government institution such us Bang-
ladesh Stundands and Testing Institute (BSTT) 10 make solid policy
for quality assumnce of cuerey drinks so that health hazardous
clemnenits from the enerey drnks can be distinemghied.
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¥ Socidy, especially young consumers, as & whole hak 1o lake initi-
tives 1o maise the awareness program about positive and negative
impaets ol energy drinks.
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HISTORY OF BANGLADESH 1704-1971, (in 3 volumes): 1ST
Volume - Political Historv, 2Znd Volume - Ecomomic History, 3rd
Volume - Social and Cultural History by Sirajul Islam (ed.) pp.
(600+645+399)=1848, Asiatic Society of Bangladesh, Dhaka, Revised
New Edition, 2007, Price Tk. 2300.00 (per set).

The edited volumes contain i all 63 artcles-22 are on political hisiory,
21 on econonuc history, and the rest 20 on secial and coltural history. At
the outsel of every volume: 3 perspective discussion by the editer, Sirgjul
Islam, wall inifeate the readers ta the perspective of all the articles and also
set therr munds creating more mterest for deriving maximom benefits
from all the articles included in each volume. The first senience of the
perspective article m Istvolomee bears the tesomeny when the apthor
savs, ‘From the rezional point of view the shifting of capital of Subah
Banzla from Dhaka to Marshidabad in 1704 was :-rurf:h an ‘event of ereat
historical significance” The first volume starts with an arficle by Abdul
Karim on ‘Subah Bansla®. an administrattve unit under Mughal imperial
svstemn. begon wath Akbae's partial conquest of Benzal Among other
articles “The Partition of Benzal 1905: A Political Anatesis’ by John R
Mciane deserves sperial miention, becapse the moident camies special
mmportance for 3 number of reasons. partition sparked a major political
crisis along religious line, British used thewr divide-and-mile palitical
eame with great force, and Muslims of East Bengal thought that thew
wopld witness their expectations coming true,

Other important articles are on “A Mosve for United Independent Bengal’
by Harun-ar Kashid . *Fast Bengal at Independence” by Almed Kamal, *
[anguaze Movement® by Badroddin Umar, “Quest for Astenomyy” by
Kamal Uddin Ahmed and finally 3 articles on war of liberation bv En:r.-
etur Rahim, K M Mbohsm, Kafigol Islam and Abul Ealam deserve
special mention. hecaose these articles describie about haw West Paki-
stani resome deprived the Bengalis of East Pakistan frem their doe shares
mn different wavs, why the Beszalis were campeiled to zo for war of
hiberafion payvine thew supreme sacnifice and how they won the victory.

An interesting information 15 available in the appendix of the st volume
containing ‘The Map: From Vangza to Bangladesh® (20 maps depict area
of Bangla from 1000 BC to present Baneladesh with explanation grven by
the author, K Moudood Elahi), A map of India by British surveyor Jamies
Ronnell (1784) first 1abelled Bangala as Bengal
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According to this map 12a the territory of Bengal extended as far & west-
em Banaras near the border of Oudh and Bihar to the lower Assam and
Svihet in the east, from the border of Nepal and Bhutan in the north of
Midnapaore bordering northemn Orissa and the Bay of Beneal in the sputh.
Still earlier, another map by J. N Bellin (1764), the French hyvdrographer
depicted Bengal as the vastkingdom with hizhly settied human hahitation
{map 12b). The territorial changes of Bengal (1857 to 1904 and the paru-
tion of Benzal 1905 had farreaching effects and leading subsequently o
the creation of Bangladesh. The Great Revolt of 18537 twought the rale of
East India Company to an 2nd The most important change in the name of
administrative improvement was the partition of Bengal in 1905, This
regreamzation may also be regarded as the zenesis of later dav's forma-
tien of East Beneal

The discussion of the 2nd volume started with a series of articles on
seneral econormic conditions of Bengal in different periods. The first one
is gn *General Economic Conditions under the Nawabs® by Sushil Chaud-
har, fellowed by “General Economic Conditions onder the East India
Company™ oy B 1. Marshall, *General Foonemic Conditions under the
Ra’ (1857 to 1947) by Suzata Bose, and “General Foonomic Conditions
during Pakistan Perind' by M. M. Akash. Almost all other articles deal
with different components, such as revenue, bankine. export trade. agri-
culture, ndustry, transport and communication, working classes, popula-
tion, land reforms, elc whach are of specific interest to the different read-
ers as per their needs for mesting Querics and alsp for research purpose.
One of the atiractme amicles on the popular issue 15 on “Golden Bengal:
Mvyth or Realin” by Akbar Ali Khan. After gomg through the: articles
referrad above, we are to agres with Khan that “the historical interpreta-
tion of the "Golden Bengal” is inconsistent with standard economic
theory," Economists of major schools despie their schisms dismiss a
priod the theory of “Golden Age™ in the past as amvil

The last article of 2ndvolume 1s on “Economuc Basis of Bengali National-
ismy’ iy Rehman Sebhan. This articie, ta mmy view, has somie distingpish-
ing features  The author has correctly dlaznm:d the sense of sconomic
deprrvation of the people who inhabited m Eastern Bengal and Assam
which sventally came to constitote Bangiadesh. The introductory part
diseusses conceptual issues relating to deprivation and nationalism Then
it looks at the scononuc basis of Bengah participation in Pakistan move-
ment.
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Part three logks at the material dimensions of deprivation as itevobved
over the 1947-71 period Part four looks at the role of Pakistan and ifs
policies in promoting the sense af deprrvation among the Benealis. Part
frve looks at the regional bias in the develppment of Westem part onlv
which zgeravated the sense of deprivation among the: Bengalis. The sixth
and eancluding part discusses the extent to which failure of Pakistan (o
comrect the dispanty azainst Bengalis compelled the participation of the
Bengalis in the political strugele for independence.

The 5rd (and last) volume contamns 20 articles on diverse issues of social
and cultural arena Since this part of the sub-contineat was/is predomi-
nanfly agranan in nature, the issue of land control and yse was more
praminen! in thase davs and the starting article on ‘Land Contro! and
L and Socieny durine Nawaby Reeime” by Shirin Akhtar is most relevant
Then, many more 1550es such as, "Mughal Cultural Henitase , by Jagadish
Naravan Sarker', ‘State and Education’ by Zaheda Ahmed, ‘Muslim
Reform Movemsnt' by Muoin-Ud-Din Ahmed Khan, ‘Hindo Reform
Movement’ by Pritt Knmar Mitra came for discussion in which manv
would be mterested Those are followed six articles writien by enunent
scholars on various literatores, soch as, Bangia literatore in eighteenth,
nin=teenth and twentieth centuries ang also folk literatore, Arabic, Persian
and Urdo Iterature, and Sansknt literature and virtually they constitute
the main theme of the veleme. This discassion on Lterature were
enriched by the articies.on “Music’, "Drama-and Theatre®, *Art and T itera-
tore”, ‘Roral Art and Crafts™. The last three articles on ‘Law and Society”,
“Waomen and Secietv’, and *Social and Cuoltoral Basis of Bengali Nation-
alism' give us ample opporiuonities to know cur Immediate past coltusal
sitpation prevalent in those davs.

For centuries Bengal was govemed by alien rulers who always tried (0
impose-their culiure and therefore, all faith and beliefs, hahifs and man-
ners, rites and rituals, mles and reenlations, establishments and institn-
tions that evolved to hold the people together are pronunently the
ouicome of political power. And all the discussion i three velumes lead
ta a sloonw pctore of the country during pre- Bangladesh liberation
period. when the people of this countrv were politically oppressed.
economically depressed, and cultarally suppressed

Prof. Dr. M A Jalil

Faculty of Business Adminisiration
Eastern University

E-mail : abdul jalil®@ easternuni edu bd
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